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stage  of  your  transition 
from  female  to  male? 


Results  will  vary  from  person  to  person. 


If  you  are  under  treatment  with  a therapist  for  your  gender  transition  and 
are  psychologically  ready  to  make  the  permanent  life  change  from  female  to 
male,  Chest  Reconstruction  is  an  important  part  of  your  decision. 

This  surgery  reconstructs  the  female  chest,  creating  masculine  contours. 

It  can  make  you  feel  more  at  ease  in  your  newly  chosen  gender  and  makes 
men's  clothing  easier  to  wear. 

Dr.  Reardon  has  been  performing  cosmetic  surgery  for  27  years  and 
transgender  chest  reconstruction  for  22  years.  From  minimally  invasive 
procedures,  such  as  simple  liposuction,  to  advanced  surgical  methods  for  the 
more  extensive  reconstruction  of  very  large  38-40D+  breasts,  he  has  the  in- 
depth  experience  that  allows  him  to  hand  tailor  these  techniques  and 
technologies  to  correct  your  particular  problems  and  to  enhance  your  unique 
self  image. 

All  procedures  are  performed  under  local  anesthesia  with  supplemental  IV, 
sedation  in  our  state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility  on  an  out-patient  basis. 
If  you  are  from  out  of  town,  we  will  assist  you  with  accommodations. 


In  the  hands  of  a caring  physician,  who  is  sensitive  to  all  gender  transition 
issues,  the  result  is  a well-contoured,  natural  looking,  masculine  chest. 


Be  tke  Lest  you  can 


Call  to  schedule  your  complimentary  consultation. 


James  J.  Reardon,  M.D. 


Board  Certified  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgeon 
737  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10021 

Telephone  (212)  832-0770  Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 
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G U IDELINES  FOR  CONTRIBUTORS 


Transgender  Tapestry  is  a magazine  for  and  about  crossdressers,  transgendered,  transsexual,  intersexed, 
and  other  gender-variant  persons,  and  those  who  support  them. 

OUR  READERS 

Write  for  a general  audience.  Our  readers  include  closeted  and  out  people:  crossdressers,  transsexuals, 
transgenderists,  intersexed  persons,  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  heterosexuals,  therapists,  physicians, 
ministers,  spouses  and  significant  others,  family  members,  and  friends.  Our  readers  span  all  ages,  races, 
nationalities,  religions,  spiritualities,  beliefs  and  opinions,  and  educational  backgrounds. 

Your  piece  may  be  targeted  for  one  group,  but  it  should  speak  to  the  larger  readership. 

WHAT  TO  SEND  US 

We  want  original  material.  We  rarely  accept  simultaneous  or  previously  published  submissions. 

We're  interested  in  ideas  which  have  been  previously  under-explored.  We  accept  submissions  on 
gender  issues  of  general  interest,  including:  new  (for  some  people)  types  of  diversity; 
little-known  information  about  transgender  history;  under-utilized  resources  and  populations;  personal 
struggles;  social  or  medical  issues;  humor  with  an  underlying  message;  and  satire. 

We  want  writing  that  challenges  categories,  presumptions,  and  accepted  thought. 

HOW  TO  SUBMIT 

We're  modern  folks.  The  best  way  to  send  materials  is  via  e-mail. 

Send  to  <editor@ifge.org>. 

We  get  it  immediately  and  we  don't  have  to  retype  it.  Besides,  it's  cool. 

Attach  a file,  using  MIME  encoding.  These  formats  are  acceptable  for  text  files: 

Microsoft  Word,  WordPerfect,  Rich  Text  Files  (RTF),  and  Text. 

It's  okay  to  send  text  in  the  body  of  an  e-mail,  but  our 
Eudora  Light  mail  reader  doesn't  recognize  embedded  codes. 

Graphic  images  should  be  in  TIFF,  EPS,  or  JPG  format. 

Unless  they're  self-extracting,  please  don't  send  zipped  files  without  clearing  it  with  us  beforehand. 

No  e-mail?  Send  a PC-compatible  floppy  to  Dallas  Denny,  PO.  Box  33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033-0724. 

We  hate  typing  in  text,  but  we  understand  some  people  can't  afford 
or  don't  like  computers,  so  believe  it  or  not,  we  accept  articles  on  paper. 

Please  include  a brief  biography  and  your  contact  information  with  your  submission. 

THINGS  WE  SHOULDN'T  HAVE  TO  SAY 

DO  send  us  stuff. 

Deadlines  are  firm. 

Contact  us  before  submitting.  Talk  with  us  before  writing,  if  possible. 

Let  us  know  what  you  want  to  do  and  when  you  can  deliver  it.  Send  us  a rough  draft  if  you  have  one. 

Be  reliable.  Make  your  word  stick. 

Be  concise.  Don't  ramble,  and  don't  try  to  tackle  too  much  in  one  article. 

Don't  be  heartbroken  if  we  don't  use  your  submission.  A rejection  often  has  more  to  do  with  the  theme  or  the 
space  available  in  the  magazine  than  the  quality  of  the  writing. 
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I Editorial 


A Word  from  the  Editor 


Fools 

Rush 

In 


VERYONE  IS  TRANSITIONING  THESE 
DAYS. 

Well,  not  everyone,  but  certainly  there 
seems  to  be  an  increasing  number  of  people 
opting  to  permanently  cross  the  gender  divide — and 
many  of  those  who  are  not  transitioning  gender  roles 
will  admit  in  confidence  that  they  would  if  they  1) 
weren't  so  frightened;  2)  had  the  money;  3)  were  single, 
or  didn't  have  minor  children;  4)  had  a more  tolerant 
work  environment;  5)  were  not  so  old;  or  6)  felt  they  had 
some  hope  of  eventually  passing. 

It's  understandable  that  the  growth  of  our 
community  and  the  ready  availability  of  once-scarce 
information  has  created  an  infrastructure  that  supports 
those  who  are  transition-minded,  but  why  are  so  many, 
including  some,  like  author  Pat  Califia  (now  Patrick 
Califia-Rice)  who  have  long  walked  the  middle  ground 
now  choosing  to  modify  their  bodies  with  hormones 
and/or  surgery?  Certainly,  thanks  to  the  ground- 
breaking work  of  transgender  pioneers  like  Virginia 
Prince,  Leslie  Feinberg,  Phyllis  Frye,  and  Holly  Boswell, 
we  know  it's  possible  to  get  off  the  gender  train  at  any 
intermediate  point,  to  take  on  an  androgynous 
appearance  and  role,  so  why  do  so  many  of  us  keep 
hopping  back  on  the  train  and  riding  to  the  next  station? 
Why  do  we  keep  cranking  up  the  voltage? 

No,  no,  don't  look  to  me  for  the  answer!  In  truth, 
there  are  many  answers  as  there  are  transpeople.  We 
each  have  our  own  reasons,  but  I do  know  one  thing- 
walking  the  middle  ground  is  very  difficult.  I admire 
those  who  do  so,  but  truth  to  tell,  a life  lived  in  the 
middle  ground  between  the  two  generally  recognized 
genders  can  be  very  tough  indeed.  Many  of  us,  including 
most  of  those  who  identify  as  transgenderists,  find  it 
more  comfortable  to  develop  and  maintain  an  everyday 
presentation  consistent  with  either  the  male  or  female 
gender.  There's  societal  pressure,  and  often  pressure 
from  community  members,  to  go  further. 


Sometimes  the  pres- 
sure is  internal.  Trans- 
itioning fuels  an  inner 
need,  a need  we  all 
understand  and  many  of 
us  share — but  no  matter 
how  much  better  it  makes 
us  feel  about  ourselves,  we  must  live  in  a world  which 
judges  us  by  what  we  wear  and  how  we  look.  Life,  as  the 
tequila  ads  testify,  echoing  the  philosopher  Thomas 
Hobbes,  is  harsh.  Transition — any  transition,  but 
particularly  a transition  from  one  gender  role  to  the 
other — can  and  does  wreck  lives  and  should  be 
approached  with  caution. 

I've  known  folks  who've  lost  their  families,  friends, 
careers,  and  worldly  goods  to  transition,  giving  up 
everything  for  a life  that  may  or  may  not  be  as 
anticipated.  I've  had  acquaintances  who,  however  good 
they  felt  about  themselves,  became  bitter  and  twisted 
because  of  the  harassment  and  discrimination  they  faced 
on  a daily  basis  after  transition.  I've  known  folks  for 
whom  even  a simple  post-transition  trip  to  the  grocery 
store  was  an  ordeal  marked  by  snickers  and  hostility 
from  clerks  and  fellow  shoppers.  Conversely,  I've  known 
people  whose  lives  improved  immeasurably  after 
transition. 

Bottom  line,  there  are  no  guarantees  in  this  world, 
and  certainly  none  for  transfolk.  Consequently,  it's 
important  that  we  proceed  carefully  along  our 
transgender  paths,  pacing  ourselves,  burning  as  few 
bridges  as  possible,  testing  the  waters  whenever 
possible,  and  doing  whatever  we  can  to  minimize 
disruption.  I'm  not  saying  "don't  transition" — certainly 
I'm  not  saying  that — I'm  merely  saying  that  transition 
can  be  a mine  field.  Only  a fool  would  rush  into  a mine 
field. 

So  please,  proceed  carefully. 
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Transcriptions 


I 


THE  MAILBOX 

Thank  you  for  publishing  Jessica 
Xavier's  terrific  report  on  Forward 
Motion — it  is  most  appreciated! 

There  are  a couple  of  corrections  to 
this  story  that  I hope  you  will  run 
in  the  next  issue.  First,  there  was 
no  Conference  Chair.  I was  a mem- 
ber of  the  conference  organizing 
committee,  and  served  as  the  Chair 
of  its  Program  Subcommittee. 
Second,  I am  a professor  at 
California  State  University, 
Northridge;  there  is  no  University 
of  California  at  Northridge. 

Thanks! 

Jacob  Hale 

• 

I got  hold  of  issue  #89.  Thanks  for 
all  the  hard  work.  I'm  ashamed  to 
see  all  those  names  of  souls  lost  to 
gender  hate.  As  I'm  pre-op  myself 
and  have  done  things  others 
haven't,  I patted  myself  on  the 
back  for  it,  but  I feel  as  if  I need  to 
give  so  much  back  to  the 
transgendered  community. 

I'm  Nicole  on  paper,  on  hormones, 
living  full-time,  but  it  seems  less 
than  great  when  there  is  so  much 
hate  and  mistrust  toward  all  trans- 
gendered. Life  hasn't  beeen  all  bad; 
I've  never  been  attacked  for  being 
who  I am.  There  have  been  times 


when  I've  turned  heads,  so  things 
are  going  well  for  me,  but  why?  I 
pray  that  the  deaths  due  to  hate 
and  anger  stop  in  2000,  but  1 know 
it  won't  happen.  Makes  one  sad. 
Please  offer  a hand  of  comfort  and 
help  to  your  brothers  and  sisters. 

Nicole  Mae  Mellott 

• 

I am  an  IFGE  member  and  I called 
the  other  day  and  asked  about  the 
TG  who  recently  won  a seat  on  the 
New  Zealand  House  of  Parliament 
and  you  gave  me  her  name, 
Georgianna  Beyer.  I needed  that 
information  for  a college  night 
school  sociology  term  paper.  Last 
night,  Monday  the  17th,  I gave  an 
oral  presentation  of  my  paper 
which  went  very  well.  One  thing 
that  really  helped  was  that  I passed 
around  the  Fall  1999  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  magazine. 
The  cover  photo  is  of  one  hundred 
transgendered  people  on  the 
capitol  steps  at  the  last  lobby  day. 
When  my  professor  saw  that  cover 
he  exclaimed  "They  all  look  like 
members  of  the  PTA!"  That  cover 
photo  really  gave  us  credibility. 
Thanks  again  for  your  help. 

Paula  Ison 

<paulaison@hotmail.com> 

I just  wanted  to  remind  subscribers 


how  we're  all  different  but  we  all 
come  from  the  same  place.  First 
we're  caterpillars  and  evolve  into 
such  beautiful  butterflies,  fragile 
and  delicate  with  lots  of  different 
colors  and  full  of  life.  It  saddens 
me  how  we're  still  the  first  to  judge 
one  another.  I myself  am  a 
prostitute  and  I have  been  doing 
this  for  five  years.  I currently  own 
stocks,  give  donations  to  lots  of 
groups  such  as  World  Vision  and 
now  Tapestry.  I also  pay  my  taxes. 

Maria  C. 

Miami,  FL 

• 

Let  me  address  autogynephilia 
with  some  points  which  may  have 
been  overlooked,  in  the  hope  that 
this  furor  may  be  more  speedily 
put  behind  us. 

First  of  all,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  transgenderism 
in  both  sexes  usually  begins  with 
powerful  dreams  and  desires  that 
start  in  early  childhood.  These 
fantasies  occur  because  the 
individual  intuits  they  would  be 
more  comfortable  expressing  the 
opposite  gender  role.  The  roots  of 
this  intuition  are  developed 
extremely  early,  at  or  near  the  very 
beginning  of  life,  and  there  is 
evidence  now  emerging  of 
neurological  difference  due  to 
early  hormonal  influence.  The 
basis,  then,  of  gender  inclination,  is 
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profoundly  deep  and  prior  to  social 
and  sexual  development. 

It  has  been  the  case  though,  that 
transgenderism  has  been  largely 
taboo,  and  the  transgender-inclined 
go  through  childhood  with  their 
fantasies  remaining  just  that,  and 
when  they  reach  adolescence  their 
personality  is  riddled  with  blockage 
and  anxiety.  Since  sexual  expression 
encompasses  the  entire  scope  of  a 
person's  personality,  a person  with 
blocked  gender  expression  would 
also  have  blockage  in  their  sexual 
expression,  and  relief  of  the  gender 
blockage  would  also  relieve  sexual 
blockage.  It  is  the  simple  hydraulic 
action  of  what  has  been  held  under 
great  pressure  in  the  subconscious 
rushing  out  into  the  conscious.  That 
explains  the  sexual  excitement  that  a 
severely  repressed  transgenderist 
(usually  male,  for  males  have  been 
subject  to  a much  tighter  gender 
taboo)  can  feel,  and  why  that 
excitement  stops  happening  once  the 
individual  integrates  their  trans- 
genderism into  their  functional  life. 

The  "autogynephilia"  theory 
greatly  lacks  understanding  of  basic 
psychological  truths.  It  is  defamatory 
to  us,  it  distorts  us,  and  it  is 
reactionary.  Human  societies  from 
the  beginning  of  time  have 
recognized  the  constancy  of 
transgenderists  and  have  accom- 
modated and  valued  them.  Our 
emergence  is  an  expression  of  self- 
honesty and  social  responsibility. 

Terri  Davis 

The  dedicated  reader  of  this  magazine  will 
know  that  Dr.  Anne  Lawrence's  article 


on  autogynephilia  or  " self  love  as  a 
woman,"  which  appeared  in  an  earlier 
issue  of  this  magazine  has  touched  a nerve 
within  the  transgender  community,  I 
deliberated  whether  to  print  the  above 
portion  of  Ms.  Davis'  much  longer  letter, 
for  many  of  the  things  she  takes  as  fact  (for 
instance,  the  theory  of  hormonal 
imprinting)  are  matters  of  hot  debate  in 
the  scientific  community.  1 eventually 
elected  to  print  the  above  excerpt,  if  only  to 
s how  the  need  for  an  extended  and 
balanced  forum  in  which  to  discuss  this 
important  and  controversial  topic.  Those 
who  are  interested  in  a comprehensive 
treatment  of  the  subject  should 
check  out  Dr.  Lawrence's  web  site: 
<www.annelawrence.com>.  Stay  tuned ; I 
think  we  might  see  a response  from  Dr. 
Lawrence  in  the  next  issue — Ed. 

• 

A CAUTIONARY  TALE 

My  family  and  I recently  visited 
Disneyland,  hoping  to  spend  a 
stress-free  and  joyous  weekend 
together.  The  family  party  consisted 
of  an  extended  group  of  eight  people 
who  for  two  days  stayed  pretty 
much  together.  On  the  third  day  in 
the  park,  we  decided  to  visit  some 
attractions  in  pairs  for  a few  hours. 
My  partner  and  I went  to 
Tomorrowland,  where  we  rode 
some  rides,  then  decided  to  buy  a 
snack. 

While  she  was  in  line  for  food,  I 
went  to  get  a drink.  When  I 
returned,  I found  her  shaken  and 
upset.  After  I left  her,  she  said,  two 
men  had  appeared  at  her  elbows  as 
she  stood  with  others  in  line. 
Without  introducing  themselves  and 
without  any  preliminary  words,  one 
of  the  men  got  right  in  her  face,  and 
said.  "The  person  you  are  with,  is 
HE  a MAN?"  They  said  they  needed 


to  know  because  they  had  had 
complaints  about  us  from  other 
guests  in  the  park. 

They  never  stated  the  exact 
nature  of  these  "complaints."  Could 
it  be  because  I am  an  out  transsexual 
woman?  Could  it  be  because  we 
were  publicly  affectionate?  We  may 
never  know  for  sure.  My  partner  felt 
very  embarrassed  and  confused  to 
be  confronted  thus  in  public. 

These  men,  as  it  turned  out, 
were  security  officials  of  Disney- 
land, although  they  never  identified 
themselves  by  name  or  title.  They 
left  before  I returned,  after  my 
partner  vouched  that  I was  indeed  a 
woman,  and  legally  so.  They  never 
approached  or  questioned  me,  but 
demanded  this  public  denial  from 
my  partner,  in  front  of  other  guests 
who  looked  on.  We  were  later  told 
we  had  been  observed  during  our 
stay,  but  security  had  chosen  a 
moment  when  we  were  separated  to 
confront  my  partner  rather  than  me, 
to  cause  "less  disruption." 

We  have  filed  a complaint  with 
Guest  Relations  at  Disneyland. 
There  has  been  no  comment  or 
response  from  Disney  other  than 
expressions  of  regret  from  these 
security  men  at  Disney  City  Hall  as 
that  complaint  was  being  filed. 
Disney  Security  explained,  however, 
that  it  was  their  practice  to  identify 
and  stop  people  "like  me"  at  the 
front  gate  to  preemptively  inform 
them  of  their  limited  use  of 
Disneyland  facilities.  After  all,  they 
confided,  "We  get  crossdressers  who 
come  here..."  Questioned  whether 
they  had  the  right  to  be  rude  and 
threatening  to  guests  and  their 
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families  in  this  way,  security 
contended  that  since  Disneyland  is 
private  property,  they  have  the  right 
to  treat  guests  as  they  choose. 

I was  informed  there  is  no 
sensitivity  and/or  diversity  training 
conducted  for  Disney  security  staff 
about  gender  identity  or  variance. 
It's  hard  for  me  to  believe  that  a 
multi-billion  dollar  corporation  that 
hosts  millions  of  guests  is  unaware  of 
these  issues.  It  seems  more  credible 
that  there  are  conscious  decisions 
about  whether  trans-sexuals, 
transgendered  people  and  openly 
"different"  couples  are  deemed 
undesirable  if  they  are  noticeable,  to 
favor  a properly  sanitized  and 
obedient  guest  populace. 

Disney  hasn't  said  this  explicitly, 
but  respect  for  our  civil  rights 
doesn't  seem  implicit  in  the  way  we 
were  treated.  Actions  that  were  very 
hurtful  and  troubling  to  my  family 
might  have  even  more  seriously 
affected  other  people.  We  told  our 
family  all  that  had  happened,  much 
as  it  pained  us,  and  them.  Many 
would  have  made  no  complaint, 
would  have  silently  felt  unwanted 
and  left  Disneyland,  never  to  return. 

Are  the  folks  at  Disney  unaware 
that  harassing  people  or  their 
families  who  seem  "different"  could 
be  seen  as  inappropriate  and  clearly 
discriminatory?  If  their  employees' 
actions  have  resulted  in  so  much 
pain  and  anguish  to  us,  how  many 
others  have  suffered,  and  may  yet 
suffer,  for  their  queer  visibility? 

People  come  to  Disneyland, 
believing  it  to  be  a benevolent 
refuge,  open  to  all.  Disney  has 
been  identified  as  particularly 


progressive  around  gay  and  lesbian 
employee  benefits.  So  how  could 
guests  like  us  pose  a threat  to  them? 
Where's  the  disconnect?  I would 
hope  that  Disney  would  model  the 
higher  values  they  purport  to 
promote  in  their  PR.  Or  am  I still 
lost  somewhere  in  Fantasyland? 

Lori  Buckwalter 

Executive  Director 
It's  Time,  Oregon! 

BROKEN  BARRIERS 

After  a lifetime  of  harassment 
and  criticism,  I believe  I've  come  to 
a workable  solution  to  breaking 
down  the  barriers  between  the 
transgendered  and  society  in 
general.  I've  personally  been  there 
and  have  been  through  the  grinds 
and  pitfalls. 

Let  me  begin  by  giving  you  a 
brief  description  of  myself.  I'm 
JoAnn  Drusilla  (Fern).  I realized  at 
about  age  eight  or  nine  that  I was  in 
some  way  different  from  the  rest  of 
what  I thought  to  be  the  world  at 
that  point  in  my  young  life.  I 
wanted  to  play  dolls,  hopscotch, 
and  house.  Cowboys  and  indians 
came  very  hard  to  me.  Does  all  of 
this  sound  familiar  to  you?  Heard 
all  of  this  before,  haven't  you? 

Not  many  years  ago  it  was 
unheard  of  for  a man  to  wear  any 
kind  of  earring,  period,  end  of 
subject.  Well,  it  took  some  time 
and  a lot  of  modification  and 
persuasion.  Left  ear  for  some 
occasions,  right  ear  for  others.  Wow, 
what  a mess!  These  days,  we  don't 
really  think  twice  about  seeing  a 


man  wearing  stud  earrings. 

Let's  take  a look  farther  back  in 
time,  to  the  1960s.  The  women's 
liberation  organizations  had  the 
battle  of  the  century.  It  was  unheard 
of  in  most  circles  for  ladies  to 
even  consider  wearing  slacks  or 
dungarees  in  public — much  less  to 
work.  Now  the  fashion  statement  is 
masculine  wear  of  all  kinds  for 
women,  right  down  to  the  double- 
breasted  suit. 

I personally  don't  wear 
masculine  clothing,  even  at  work.  If 
I'm  wearing  pants,  they  are  ladies' 
slacks  or  ladies'  cut  jeans.  I've  been 
wearing  them  for  so  long  now  that 
the  few  people  who've  noticed  it  no 
longer  pay  any  attention.  At  work  I 
wear  only  ladies'  button-up  long- 
sleeved  shirts,  the  kind  that  have 
three-quarter  roll-up  sleeves  and  a 
button  strap.  I buy  them  in  a larger 
size  than  I actually  wear  for  several 
reasons,  one  reason  being  I wear  a 
very  slightly  padded  bra  and  the 
shirt  needs  to  be  loose  so  as  to  not  to 
show  a bra  print. 

My  shoes  aren't  mens'  shoes.  For 
my  job  I wear  a black  ladies'  sneaker. 
I have  my  nails  manicured  every  two 
weeks.  They're  slightly  long,  with 
clear  polish.  I keep  my  hair  permed 
and  curly,  covering  my  ears  and 
slightly  below  my  shirt  collar. 

Gender  bending  works.  It  has 
changed  my  life.  I truly  believe,  on  a 
much  larger  scale  this  could  play  an 
important  role  in  changing  the 
overall  picture  for  all  of  us.  It  won't 
happen  overnight,  but  the  rewards 
would  be  enormous. 

JoAnn  Drusilla 
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NOTE:  In  issue  #89  (Spring  2000)  of  Transgender  Tapestry,  an  editorial  titled  "Virginia's  Ordeal"  appeared.  Certain  members  of 
the  organized  crossdressing  community  took  offense,  interpreting  it  as  a general  attack  on  S.P.I.C.E.,  and  more  specifically  a 
criticism  of  crossdressers'  wives. 

In  actuality,  the  true  spirit  of  that  editorial  was  to  support  the  ideas  expressed  by  Virginia  Prince  in  her  keynote  address,  in 
particular  the  picture  she  drew  of  women's  strength  and  their  social  evolution,  their  need  for  information  concerning  cross 
dressing,  and  their  right  to  honesty  and  openness  in  a relationship.  The  credit  for  S.P.I.C.E.'s  is  success  is  due  primarily  to  the 
love  and  strength  of  these  wives. 

The  rebuttal  to  the  editorial  has  been  printed  unedited  and  in  its  entirety  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  appears  to  be  more  of  a 
personal  attack  on  the  editor  than  a response  to  any  points  raised  in  the  editorial.  We  encourage  you  to  read  or  re-read  the  original 
editorial  in  issue  #89  before  drawing  any  conclusions  as  to  its  intent,  -ed. 


DALLAS  DEBUT 

by  Mary  Frances 
and  Jane  Ellen  Fairfax 

THE  SNOWS  OF  WINTER  HAVE 
retreated,  and  the  trees  have  donned 
their  verdant  foliage.  It's  an  e.  e. 
cummings  time  when  everything  is 
puddle-wonderful  and  children 
embrace  the  joys  of  spring.  In  the  air 
is  the  redolence  of  blooming  flowers. 
And  the  stench  of  yet  another  Dallas 
Denny  attack  on  Tri-Ess.  All's  right 
with  the  world! 

This  time  Dallas  has  stooped  to 
excoriating  the  Spouses'  and 
Partners'  International  Conference 
for  Education  (SPICE),  the  Tri-Ess- 
sponsored  annual  convention  for 
spouses  and  partners  of  heterosexual 
crossdressers,  and  for  crossdresser- 
couples.  The  works  of  SPICE  speak 
for  themselves,  in  the  language  of 
love  and  healing,  of  relationships 
repaired  and  hope  restored. 
Essentially  the  only  event  in 
Genderland  that  focuses  on  the  needs 
of  women  in  relationships  with 
crossdressers,  the  goal  of  SPICE  is  to 
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provide  participants  with  the 
knowledge  and  tools  to  reach  their 
own  comfort  zones  with  cross- 
dressing. Presenting  programs  at 
SPICE  are  some  of  the  most  eminent 
gender-knowledgeable  helping 
professionals  in  America.  The 
emphasis  is  on  communications 
skills,  relationship-building  exercises 
and  education  about  crossdressing 
issues.  Crossdressers  may  attend  with 
their  spouses,  and,  in  parallel  men's 
and  women's  program  tracks,  receive 
separately  the  same  information  from 
the  same  presenters.  Over  the  course 
of  each  conference  the  men  and 
women  experience  a depth  of  peer 
support  and  bonding  almost  without 
equal  in  the  gender  community.  There 
is  a spirit  of  camaraderie  among  the 
participants  that  lingers  from  year  to 
year,  as  many  who  originally  came  in 
crisis  return  in  service  and 
celebration. 

SPICE's  strongest  emphasis, 
however,  has  always  been  on  the 
wives,  many  of  whom  come  to  SPICE 
desperate  for  answers  after 
discovering  their  husbands'  cross- 
dressing. Some  have  approached  the 
registration  desk  literally  shaking  in 
their  anxiety.  To  ease  the  emotional 
burden  on  these  wives  and  provide  a 
comfortable  atmosphere  for  them,  no 
crossdressing  has  ever  been  allowed 
at  SPICE.  Crossdressers  who  attend 
report  that  this  small  sacrifice  of  love 
yields  rich  rewards  in  personal 
growth  as  well  as  spousal  gratitude. 
A gentle  peer  pressure  brings  home 
to  any  boundary-crowders  a better 
understanding  of  the  distress  their 
selfish  behavior  causes  wives.  Secure 
in  the  safe  space  thus  provided, 
spouses  find  freedom  to  seek  their 
answers  and  rebuild  shattered 
relationships. 


The  SPICE  formula  works.  Why 
some  elements  of  the  transgender 
community  have  a problem  with  this 
is  incomprehensible,  yet  year  after 
year,  the  same  dusty  disinformation 
is  dragged  out  of  disk  drives  and 
deposited  on  printed  pages  in 
Genderland.  This  time  it  was  Dallas 
Denny's  turn.  In  her  debut  as  Editor 
of  the  Transgender  Tapestry,  Dallas 
aimed  scattergun  blasts  at  the  SPICE 
Director  and  Planning  Board: 
"domineering  women"...  "SPICE 
Organizers  Should  Be  Ashamed." 
Why?  The  no-crossdressing  rule,  of 
course! 

And  just  who  are  these 
"domineering  women,"  anyway? 
SPICE  Director  Dr.  Peggy  Rudd 
certainly  needs  no  introduction.  It 
would  be  hard  to  find  anyone  who 
has  done  more  for  crossdressers,  for 
women  and  for  relationships. 
Promoting  crossdressing  with 
dignity  and  class,  she  has  worked 
tirelessly  for  two  decades  to  bring 
hope  and  healing  to  literally 
thousands  around  the  world.  The 
rest  of  the  Planning  Board  are 
likewise  women  with  years  of 
leadership  and  service  in  gender 
community  organizations.  Are  they 
to  be  vilified  for  their  efforts  to 
provide  this  one  small  safe  space  in 
which  to  help  other  women  and 
couples  in  crisis?  Dallas  evidently 
thinks  so! 

The  pretext  for  this  particular 
attack  was  the  appearance  at  the  1999 
SPICE  of  Charles  (the  person 
formally  known  as  Virginia)  Prince. 
A bit  of  background  is  in  order  here. 
Virginia  Prince  has  been  a long-time 
champion  of  wives'  issues.  She  wrote 
The  Transvestite  and  His  Wife,  the  first 
book  to  address  their  needs, 
and  she  supported  the  concept  of 
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SPICE  when  it  first  came  before  the 
Tri-Ess  Board  of  Directors  in  1992. 
When  SPICE  I was  held  in  1993,  she 
approached  its  Director  and  asked  to 
be  on  the  program.  The  no- 
crossdressing rule  was  explained  to 
her  at  that  time,  and  she  was  told 
that  whatever  she  might  label 
herself,  to  the  spouses  and  partners 
she  would  obviously  be  a 
crossdresser.  Almost  every  year 
thereafter,  Virginia  asked  for  an 
opportunity  to  appear  at  SPICE,  and 
successive  Directors  and  Planning 
Boards  gave  her  the  same  answer. 
No  one  was  more  astonished  than 
Peggy  when  Virginia  announced 
that  Charles  hoped  to  make  an 
appearance  at  SPICE  VII. 

And  in  due  time,  in  a discreet 
ponytail  and  masculine  wardrobe, 
Charles  delivered  a keynote  speech 
and  attended  the  men's  track  pro- 
grams. Virginia  will  be  the  first  to 
admit  this  was  one  of  the  harder 
things  she  had  done  in  the  course  of 
her  87  years,  and  a tremendous 
testimony  it  was  to  her  regard  for 
wives. 

Dallas  argued,  "The  no-cross 


dressing  rule  makes  little  sense... 
when  applied  to  husbands  who  have 
transitioned  and  are  living  full-time 
as  women....",  a real  straw  man 
in  light  of  SPICE's  unabashed 
heterosexual-crossdresser-and-spouse 
model.  To  bolster  her  argument, 
Dallas  cited  the  case  of  an  individual 
who  at  SPICE  I,  chose  to  dramatize 
his  opposition  to  the  no-cross 
dressing  policy  by  disrupting  a 
valuable  seminar.  Seeking  attention, 
this  person  repeatedly  dropped  a 
fake  moustache  into  his  tea.  Aside 
from  creating  a minor  diversion,  his 
little  show  fell  flat.  A few  shot  him 
momentary  glances  of  annoyance, 
and  one  whispered,  "Who  is  that 
twit?"  All  he  succeeded  in  doing  was 
pitching  a one-person  demonstration 
of  the  immature,  self-centered 
behavior  that  has  proved  such  a 
stumbling  block  for  wives.  And  the 
Editor  of  our  community's  journal 
espouses  such  frivolous  behavior? 
Sad! 

Sadder  still,  Dallas  Denny's  real 
targets  seem  to  be  the  very  people  for 
whom  SPICE  was  created,  the  wives 
of  crossdressers,  who,  by  Dallas' 


lights,  should  be  compelled  to 
interact  at  SPICE  with  the  most 
floridly  transgendered.  The  women 
who  attend  SPICE  come  there  out  of 
love,  seeking  ways  to  accommodate 
to  their  husbands'  need  for  feminine 
expression  while  maintaining  their 
relationships  with  the  men  they 
married.  These  women  are  not 
"domineering"  --  they're  scared! 
What  they  need  is  accurate 
information  and  hope.  The  last  thing 
they  need  is  a self-centered  sideshow 
that  tramples  their  boundaries  and 
insults  their  intelligence  as  well. 

IFGE  is  the  Great  Table  at  which 
all  transgendered  people  gather  to 
feast.  So  many  and  varied  are  the 
dishes  there  that  everyone  can  find 
something  he  likes.  There  is  plenty 
for  all.  If  IFGE,  and  indeed  our 
community,  has  any  meaning, 
everyone  must  have  the  right  to  pick 
and  choose  what  he  will  put  onto  his 
plate.  For  the  Editor  of  "the 
transgender  community's  single 
most  important  outreach  tool"  to  try 
to  poison  a dish  so  many  wives  find 
nourishing  is  truly  deplorable. 


Suzanne 
Anderer,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
A.E.A.  Board  Certified 
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Electrologist 

(815)  469-0050 
8206  Woodvale  Rd. 
Frankfort,  IL  60423 


Offering  techniques 
customized 
to  your  specific  needs: 

1. )  Accelerated  Flash  (H.F.) 

2. )  Flash  (H.F.) 

3. )  Manual  High  Frequency 

4. )  Blend  - H.F.  - D.C. 

5. )  Multiple  Needle  Galvanic  D.C. 

Maria  Alonge 
DeNicola,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
AEA  Board  Certified  Electrologist 
Graduate  of  Arizona  State  School 
of  Electrolysis  in  1982 

These  offices  believe  Electrolysis  is  Awarded  the  Ballet 

permanent  Hair  Removal  not  a Gold  Probe  Award  1996 

breaking  down  process.  (602)  246-1966 


6.)  Cataphoresis 


Texture  of  hair  and  sensitivity  of  the  area 
determine  techniques  best  suited  to  you. 


5702  North  19th  Avenue 
Phoenix  A Z 85105 

www.arizonaelectrolysis.net 
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News 


TRANS  FILMS  DOMINATE 

HOLLYWOOD — Transgender-themed 
films  dominated  the  American  Film 
Institute's  recently-released  list  of  the 
top  100  American  comedies  of  all  time. 
The  top  two  spots  were  awarded  to  trans 
films,  with  Billy  Wilder's  hilarious  1959 
"Some  Like  It  Hot"  taking  No.  1 and 
1982's  "Tootsie"  taking  No.  2.  Mrs. 
Doubtfire  (1993)  was  ranked  No.  67  and 
"Victor/Victoria"  (also  1982)  was  ranked 
No.  76. 

It's  notable  that  transgender-related 
films  didn't  do  quite  so  well  last  year 
when  AFI  released  its  list  of  the  top  100 
films  of  all  time.  Apparently  transgen- 
dered  people  are  more  acceptable  when 
they're  funny. 

A DREAM  FULFILLED 
CROSS-DRESSING  THAI 
KICKBOXER  FINALLY  HAS 
SURGERY 

by  Andrew  Matzner 
THAILAND — Thai  kickboxing  star 
Prinya  Charoenpon  left  a Bangkok  hos- 
pital on  December  5,  having  successfully 
undergone  sex-reassignment  surgery. 
Prinya  had  originally  hoped  to  have  the 
surgery  done  the  year  before,  but  had 
been  refused  by  doctors  because  of  her 
age.  This  news  marks  only  the  latest 
development  for  one  of  Thailand's  most 
watched  personalities. 

Prinya,  better  known  by  her  nick- 
name, Nong  Toom,  rose  to  fame  two 
years  ago  due  to  an  attention-getting 
combination.  Inside  the  ring,  this  young 
teenager  from  northern  Thailand  attracted 
notice  because  of  her  fierce,  lightning- 
quick  technique.  It  was  her  appearance 
and  behavior  outside  the  ring,  however, 
which  set  her  apart  from  the  legions  of 
other  talented  young  men  who  take  part 
in  this  country's  most  "macho"  sport. 
Explaining  to  the  international  media 


why  she  cross-dressed  and  wore  cosmet- 
ics, Nong  Toom  claimed,  "In  my  heart,  I 
am  a woman." 

Although  she  professed  to  enjoy  kick- 
boxing, Nong  Toom  never  hid  the  fact 
that  it  was  her  ultimate  desire  to  take 
female  hormones  and  have  plastic 
surgery. 

For  that  first  year,  however,  Nong 
Toom  rode  the  crest  of  a wave  of  popu- 
larity that  swept  her  country.  Besides 
fighting  and  winning  several  highly 
publicized  matches,  she  was  featured 
fully  cross-dressed  in  magazine  photo 
spreads,  asked  to  be  a guest  on  various 
television  programs,  and  invited  to 
appear  in  music  videos. 

Both  the  Thai  government,  which 
traditionally  has  been  anything  but  pro- 
transgender, and  the  Muay  Thai  kickbox- 
ing establishment  got  caught  up  in  the 
excitement  as  well.  Kickboxing  officials 
believed  that  Nong  Toom  brought  "color" 
to  a sport  that  had  been  losing  popularity 
in  recent  years.  They  liked  the  fact  that 
Nong  Toom's  matches  were  drawing 
huge  crowds  of  people  who  might  not 
have  ordinarily  gone  to  kickboxing  com- 
petitions. The  government  also  approved 
of  Nong  Toom.  After  all,  the  two  year 
"Amazing  Thailand"  tourism  campaign 
had  just  kicked  off,  and  what  better  way 
to  draw  attention  to  the  country  than  by 
featuring  and  supporting  a cross-dressing 
kickboxer?  Interestingly,  the  govern- 
ment's positive  attitude  toward  Nong 
Toom  marked  a change  in  its  policies.  In 
1996,  transgendered  members  of  the 
national  volleyball  team  had  been  prohib- 
ited from  competing  internationally 
because  the  government  was  afraid  of 
what  other  countries  would  think. 

In  early  1999  the  boxer  announced 
she  wanted  to  quit  boxing  and  instead 
have  surgery  to  become  a woman.  This 
news  was  met  with  the  same  amount  of 
public  attention  that  had  occurred  the 


year  before  at  Nong  Toom's  debut. 
However,  this  time  the  reaction  was  not 
uniformly  positive.  Although  Nong 
Toom  was  transgendered,  she  was  per- 
mitted to  box  because  she  had  a penis. 
By  having  sex  reassignment  surgery,  she 
was  effectively  ending  her  career,  as 
women  are  not  officially  allowed  into 
boxing  rings  in  Thailand. 

Nong  Toom  responded  to  criticism 
that  she  was  "going  too  far"  by  insisting 
that  she  did  not  want  to  continue  to  be 
involved  in  the  boxing  world,  but 
instead  wished  to  pursue  a singing  and 
acting  career.  However,  her  hopes  for 
moving  in  this  direction  were  soon 
stymied:  the  doctor  in  charge  of  SRS  at 
the  Bangkok  hospital  at  which  Nong 
Toom  wanted  the  surgery  refused  to 
admit  her.  The  doctor  said  that  at  18 
years  of  age,  Nong  Toom  was  not  mature 
enough  to  decide  for  herself  whether  to 
have  the  surgery,  and  that  she  was  not 
mentally  ready  for  such  a big  change. 

Of  course,  the  news  of  Nong  Toom's 
rejection  was  splashed  on  the  front  page 
of  every  newspaper  in  Thailand.  At  this 
point,  the  boxer  decided  to  follow  a dual 
course.  She  continued  to  train  and  fight, 
and  at  the  same  time  started  on  a hor- 
mone regimen.  In  June  1999  Nong  Toom 
traveled  to  Japan  to  box  against  that 
country's  junior  welterweight  champion. 
Wearing  a sports  bra  during  the  match  to 
protect  her  newly  developing  breasts, 
Nong  Toom  lost  the  bout  by  a decision. 
Afterward,  she  apologized  to  the  Thai 
media,  explaining  that  her  concentration 
had  been  broken  by  having  to  constantly 
guard  her  sensitive  chest. 

Perhaps  this  loss  galvanized  the 
issue  for  Nong  Toom  and  forced  her  to 
decisively  choose  between  careers  soon- 
er than  she  would  have  liked.  In  early 
December  of  this  past  year  it  was 
reported  that  she  underwent  complete 
sex-reassignment  surgery.  In  order  to 
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avoid  a media  frenzy,  Nong  Toom  had 
kept  her  plans  secret,  informing  only 
family  and  close  friends  about  the  oper- 
ation. 

After  surgery,  a recovered  Nong 
Toom  surprised  observers  by  stating  that 
she  intended  to  stay  in  the  boxing  busi- 
ness. Her  ambition  is  to  open  a boxing 
training  camp,  and — if  the  opportunity 
presents  itself — to  continue  boxing. 

UNIQUE  PERFORMANCE 
AT  STANFORD  FOCUSES 
ON  IDENTITY  QUESTION 

by  Eileen  Chao 

The  Stanford  Daily  (Stanford  University) 
STANFORD,  California  (U-WIRE,  1 
May) — He  is  a 52-year-old  man.  She  is  a 
14-year-old  girl.  Together,  they  are  Kate 
Bornstein.  In  her  performance  of 
"Y2Kate"  Saturday  night  in  Stanford 
University's  Kresge  Auditorium, 
Bornstein,  a transsexual  who  underwent 
genital  conversion  surgery  almost  14 
years  ago,  questioned  the  meaning  of 
being  male  or  female  through  a set  of 
several  dramatic  monologues. 

"I  lived  as  a man  for  the  first  37 
years  of  my  life,"  Bornstein  said.  "Not  a 
day  in  my  life  have  I not  thought  about 
gender.  I was  born  and  assigned  one 
gender,  and  now  I live  my  life  as  com- 
pletely something  else." 

Senior  Jami  Datnow,  one  of  the 
event's  coordinators,  said  she  felt  the 
performance  was  a breakthrough  event 
for  the  Stanford  community.  [Kate] 
"brought  a dimension  to  Stanford  that 
we've  never  experienced  before," 
Datnow  said.  "I've  never  been  to  a per- 
formance so  proud  that  Stanford  would 
bring  someone  like  her  to  speak."  (sic.) 

Dressed  in  a tiny  black  tank-top  and 
tight  leather  pants  with  platform  boots, 
Bornstein  described  many  of  her  experi- 
ences with  the  conflict  of  gender  by  tak- 
ing on  roles  of  not  only  other  people  but 
of  herself  in  the  past.  She  explained  how 
at  first,  the  only  job  she  could  get  as  a 
transsexual  was  as  a phone  sex  operator. 

"One  man  said  to  me,  'Stormy,  (that 
was  the  name  I chose  for  myself),  with  a 
voice  like  that  you  were  bom  to  be  a 


phone  sex  operator,'"  Bornstein  said. 
"And  1 thought  to  myself,  'No  I wasn't!'" 

Bornstein  said  that  when  she  was 
male,  she  tried  to  eat  and  drink  all  her 
problems  away.  But  at  one  point,  she 
decided  that  enough  was  enough,  and 
tried  to  figure  out  who  she  really  was. 

"I  shed  my  addictions  like  snakes 
would  shed  their  skin,  until  there  was 
only  me  left,"  Bornstein  said.  "I  was  left 
naked,  someone  who  I thought  I really 
was." 

Questions  of  gender  still  arose  in 
her  mind.  Bornstein  said  that  when  she 
finally  got  the  genital  conversion 
surgery,  she  felt  that  everything  would 
be  alright.  Finally,  after  years  of  mental 
anguish  about  who  she  really  was,  she 
could  have  the  true  body  of  a female.  But 
the  surgery  was  not  the  final  answer. 

"There  were  still  silent  wars  in  my 
mind,"  Bornstein  said.  "I  had  to  learn  to 
be  a 'woman.'  I was  never  taught  to  han- 
dle [male  jeers.]  1 realized  being  a 
woman  just  brought  up  a whole  new  set 
of  problems." 

She  said  she  didn't  exactly  find  a 
place  in  either  sex.  And  so  she  came  to 
understand  that  she  was  neither,  becom- 
ing a transsexual.  "I'm  not  a man.  I'm 
not  a woman.  I'm  playing  make 
believe — and  out  of  all  of  my  options,  I 
like  being  a girl  best,"  she  said.  "I  don't 
understand  the  people  who  want  me  to 
be  a man,  and  I don't  understand  the 
people  who  want  me  to  be  a woman." 

Many  of  the  subjects  touched  on 
Sunday  night  were  personal,  deep  and 
graphic.  However,  many  people  in  the 
audience  were  pleased  that  Bornstein 
openly  discussed  such  personal  and  con- 
troversial issues. 

"The  combination  of  her  openness 
and  candor  was  admirable,"  Datnow 
said.  "This,  [along  with]  her  unique 
character,  willingness  to  share  and  sense 
of  humor"  made  the  event  intriguing. 

Bornstein  asked  jokingly  several 
times  throughout  the  night,  "Is  it  OK  for 
me  to  use  [this  word]  in  an  academic 
conference?"  She  explained  that  she 
used  graphic  and  profane  words  only 
because  that  was  the  way  she  talked  and 
she  wanted  to  feel  comfortable  talking  to 


the  audience. 

"The  language  of  my  people  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  language  of  your  peo- 
ple," she  said.  "I'm  sorry  if  it  sounds  like 
profanity  in  your  language." 

The  performance  attracted  about 
130  people,  with  80  people  staying  for 
the  questions  and  answer  session  after- 
wards, according  to  head  coordinator 
Elly  Matsumura,  a senior.  She  said  she 
felt  the  event  was  a brilliant  success. 

LAURYN  PAIGE'S  KILLER 
GETS  40  YEARS  ON  PLEA 
BARGAIN 

by  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 
AUSTIN,  21  June — Gamaliel  Mireles 
Coria,  the  killer  of  18-year-old 
transwoman  Lauryn  Paige,  admitted  his 
guilt  just  prior  to  the  start  of  his  trial  and 
was  sentenced  to  a Texas  prison  for  40 
years  as  part  of  a plea  bargain.  Coria 
must  serve  20  years  before  becoming  eli- 
gible for  parole. 

Coria  killed  Lauryn  on  January  9th, 
1999  in  Austin,  Texas  after  he  and  Frank 
Santos,  Coria's  brother-in-law,  picked 
up  Paige  and  another  transperson  at  a 
convenience  store  on  South  Congress 
Avenue.  Paige  was  found  in  a ditch, 
dead  of  60  stab  wounds,  including  a 9- 
inch  gash  to  her  throat  that  nearly  decap- 
itated her.  Her  body  had  been  covered 
with  branches. 

There  was  inescapable  evidence 
against  Coria,  including  the  testimony  of 
Coria's  girlfriend,  to  whom  Coria  had 
admitted  to  the  crime.  She  also  told 
police  Coria  told  her  about  having  blood 
all  over  his  hands  and  going  to  his  moth- 
er's house  to  wash  his  clothing. 

Had  the  case  gone  to  trial,  Coria 
could  have  faced  life  in  prison  or  the 
death  penalty. 

CAIRO  COURT  BARS  SEX- 
CHANGE  DANCER  FROM 
AL-AZHAR 

CAIRO,  (Reuters,  June  21) — A Cairo 
court  ruled  on  Wednesday  that  a belly- 
dancer  who  was  once  a man  may  not 
pursue  her  medical  studies  at  Egypt's 
one  thousand-year-old  al-Azhar  Islamic 


Transgender  Tapestry  #91  • 13 


university.  Court  sources  said  the  judge 
had  decided  that  the  dancer,  Sally 
Mohammed  Abdullah  Mursi,  had  mis- 
led a court  that  supported  a petition  she 
filed  last  year  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
at  al-Azhar  by  not  disclosing  her  current 
profession. 

Originally  named  Sayed,  Mursi  had 
a sex-change  operation  in  1995  while 
studying  medicine  at  al-Azhar 's  all-male 
medical  college.  The  university  then 
refused  to  let  her  transfer  to  its  women's 
medical  college  to  complete  her  final 
year. 

Belly-dancing  is  a popular  form  of 
entertainment  in  Egypt,  but  the  religious 
establishment  frowns  on  it. 

IRAN  TRANSSEXUAL 
UNHAPPY  WITH 
EXPERIENCE  AS  WOMAN 

TEHRAN  (Reuters,  June  19) — An 
Iranian  man  who  recently  had  a sex 
change  to  become  a woman  wants  to 
reverse  the  operation  because  she  finds 
life  as  a woman  insufferable  in  Iran,  a 
newspaper  said  on  Monday. 

The  25-year-old  Maryam,  formerly 
Mehran,  underwent  a sex  change  last 
year,  despite  strong  parental  opposition. 

But  she  soon  regretted  the  decision, 
finding  it  difficult  to  cope  with  "restric- 
tions" surrounding  a woman's  life  in  the 
conservative  Islamic  society. 

"I  can't  go  on  living  with  the  new 
identity,  after  years  of  living  as  a man 
with  no  restrictions,"  she  told  the  daily 
Iran. 

"First  I thought  I would  get  used  to 
it,  but  life  has  become  painful  and  intol- 
erable. So  I want  a new  sex  change." 

Sex  change  operations  are  legal  in 
Iran,  but  there  are  no  provisions  for 
would-be  transsexuals  to  test  out  their 
new  identity  first. 

The  social  reforms  of  President 
Mohammad  Khatami — elected  in  May 
of  1997  with  overwhelming  support  of 
women — have  eased  the  lot  of  women 
somewhat,  but  women  still  struggle 
under  the  burdens  of  a legal  code  and  a 
value  system  that  severely  limits  their 
freedom  of  action  and  subordinates 


them  to  husbands,  brothers  and  fathers. 

Iran  has  a mandatory  dress  code  for 
women,  requiring  them  to  cover  their 
hair  and  body.  While  men  get  on  public 
transport  through  the  front  door,  women 
must  use  the  back  door.  Courts  give  a 
woman's  testimony  only  half  the  weight 
of  that  of  a man  and  inheritance,  divorce 
and  child  custody  laws  overwhelmingly 
favor  men. 

Official  statistics  show  suicide  rates 
among  women  far  outstrips  those  of 
men — the  opposite  of  Western  societies. 

POLICE  GET  SIGNALS 
CROSSED  WITH  ARREST 
OF  TRANSSEXUAL 

by  Emma  Pool 

Calgary  Herald,  June  15,  2000 

Calgary  police  face  possible  legal 
action  after  a SWAT  team  converged  on  a 
southeast  home  Wednesday  to  arrest 
what  they  thought  was  a cross-dressing 
convicted  murderer. 

Instead,  police  picked  up,  held  and 
fingerprinted  a transsexual  woman. 

Janice  McGill,  who  used  to  be  a 
man,  was  taken  from  her  home  at  about 
9 a.m.  after  police  received  a tip  that 
convicted  killer  and  escapee  Darryl 
Wayne  Claughton,  41,  was  living  as  a 
woman  under  the  alias  Janice  McGill. 

The  tip  came  from  a Calgary  woman 
who  recognized  Claughton's  picture  in 
the  newspaper  and  called  to  report  a 
masculine-looking  woman  with  whom 
she  used  to  work  at  a cleaning  agency. 
The  tipster  mistakenly  believed  Janice 
McGill  was  the  killer. 

Claughton  has  been  on  the  run  since 
last  July  when  he  walked  away  from  a 
minimum  security  prison  just  outside 
Vancouver. 

"I'm  just  very  sick  over  the  whole 
thing  and  I'm  so  upset,"  McGill  said 
after  being  held  by  police  for  about  five 
hours. 

Calgary  police  blamed  the  RCMP 
for  the  mix-up.  "The  Mounties  screwed 
up,"  said  Staff  Sgt.  George  Rocks,  with 
the  Calgary  police  homicide  unit.  "It  was 
a mistake." 

Staff  Sgt.  Jack  Robinson,  with  the 


RCMP  in  Mission,  B.C.,  admitted  police 
there  have  "egg  on  the  face."  "We  veri- 
fied the  information  as  good  as  we 
could,"  he  said. 

When  she  was  picked  up,  McGill 
was  wearing  a wig,  floral  dress  and 
stockings. 

Police  say  McGill  and  Claughton  are 
both  41  years  old  with  similar  appear- 
ances and  tattoos. 

Claughton  is  described  as  5-foot-7, 
with  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He  has 
tattoos  of  a panther  on  his  left  forearm 
and  a rose,  heart  and  ribbon  on  his  right 
forearm. 

Claughton  murdered  his  wife 
Angela  in  the  couple's  Edmonton  home 
on  Sept.21,  1993.  He  pleaded  guilty  to 
second-degree  murder  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  life  in  prison  with  no  chance  of 
parole  for  10  years. 

The  woman  was  shot  several  times 
with  a pellet  gun,  stabbed,  and  left  to 
bleed  to  death.  At  the  time  of  the  killing, 
the  couple's  six-year-old  daughter  was 
sleeping  in  the  next  room. 

Police  found  women's  accessories — 
including  wigs  and  nylons — in  the  bed- 
room after  the  murder. 

Robinson  believes  Claughton  may 
still  be  living  in  Alberta.  He  has  strong 
ties  to  Edmonton,  and  in  January  1992 
was  sentenced  to  90  days  in  a Calgary 
jail  after  pleading  guilty  to  impaired  dri- 
ving causing  bodily  harm. 

Claughton  was  working  as  a cook 
when  he  rear-ended  a fire  truck,  injuring 
a male  firefighter  in  March  1990. 

McGill  has  already  retained  a 
lawyer  and  is  considering  legal  action 
because  of  the  ordeal.  "I'm  in  shock,"  she 
said.  "It  has  absolutely  destroyed  my 
life." 

This  isn't  the  first  time  police  have 
wrongfully  arrested  a citizen.  In  July 
1991,  northeast  resident  Errol  Smyth 
was  held  for  three  hours  in  his  house 
with  his  two  children  before  police  real- 
ized they  raided  the  wrong  home.  Police 
were  looking  for  drugs  and  weapons  at 
the  time.  In  September  1991,  a break- 
down in  communication  caused  officers 
to  barge  into  a southeast  home  looking 
for  drugs. 
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MAN  FACES  TAIL  FOR 
KILLING  DOG  HE 
THOUGHT  WAS  GAY 

by  Ben  Fenton  in  Washington 

San  Francisco  Daily  Telegraph, 

June  17,  2000 

A dog  owner  faces  up  to  a year  in 
prison  for  beating  his  poodle  to  death 
because  he  thought  it  was  homosexual. 

George  Finley,  58,  struck  General 
Lee  with  a plastic  vacuum  cleaner 
attachment  and  then  threw  the  dog 
against  a tree  in  his  garden  in  Ocala, 
Florida.  The  court  was  told  that  Finley 
had  been  annoyed  that  the  poodle  kept 
trying  to  mount  Bandit,  the  family's  Jack 
Russell  terrier,  which  is  also  male. 

Capt  Mike  McQuaig,  of  Marion 
County  sheriff's  department,  said:  "He 
felt  the  dog  was  a queer-type  dog  and  it 
made  him  angry."  The  jury  rejected 
Finley's  defense  that  he  had  hit  the  dog,  a 
poodle- Yorkshire  terrier  cross,  accidental- 

!y- 

It  was  a present  to  his  wife,  Sybil, 
from  their  children  for  Mother's  Day  in 
1989.  The  couple  have  divorced  since  the 
killing.  Mrs  Finley  told  the  court  that  she 
did  not  think  her  husband  had  deliber- 
ately killed  General  Lee.  Prosecutors 
said  Finley  has  not  been  charged  under 
Florida's  "hate-crimes"  legislation, 
which  adds  an  extra  element  of  serious- 
ness to  crimes  committed  because  of  the 
victim's  race  or  sexual  orientation. 

TRANSGENDERED 
BOULDER  MAN  DROPS 
COMPLAINT  AFTER 
QUITTING  TOB  AT 
CITY  STREET  BAGELS 
by  Terje  Langeland 
Colorado  Daily,  University  of  Colorado 
June  9,  2000 

(U-WIRE)  BOULDER,  Colo.— A trans- 
gendered  Boulder  man  has  dropped  his 
discrimination  complaint  against  a local 
bagel  shop,  in  which  he  charged  that  his 
former  boss  violated  the  city's  human- 
rights  ordinance  by  barring  him  from 
wearing  a pink  skirt  to  work. 

Benjamin  Moore,  a 38-year-old  pre- 


operative transsexual,  filed  the  com- 
plaint against  City  Street  Bagels  in 
April.  It  was  the  first  formal  complaint 
of  its  kind  since  the  City  Council  revised 
its  human-rights  ordinance  last  February 
to  add  protection  for  transgendered 
people. 

Moore,  who  has  since  quit  his  job  at 
the  shop,  said  he  dropped  the  complaint 
on  Wednesday  in  response  to  a letter  he 
received  from  Susan  Gross,  the  shop's 
owner. 

"While  City  Street  Bagels  admits  no 
wrongdoing,  this  letter  is  prepared  in 
good  faith  as  an  attempt  to  resolve  Ben's 
complaint  in  a manner  acceptable  to 
both  parties,"  Moore  quoted  from  Gross' 
letter  in  a telephone  interview.  "To  that 
end.  City  Street  Bagels  acknowledges 
that  it  does  recognize  Ben's  right  to 
express  himself  in  the  gender  of  his 
choice.  We  reiterate  our  intent  to  fully 
comply  with  the  Boulder  human-rights 
ordinance  and  all  other  civil-rights  laws. 

"Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  Ben 
for  his  work  and  contributions  and  wish 
him  well  in  his  journey.  Perhaps  we  both 
learned  something  from  this  experi- 
ence." 

Moore  said  that  while  the  letter  fell 
short  of  the  response  he'd  hoped  for,  it 
was  at  least  a sign  that  his  complaint 
made  an  impact. 

"I  wanted  a lot  more,  but  I do  con- 
sider this  a step  forward,"  he  said. 

Gross,  meanwhile,  said  Moore 
dropped  the  complaint  simply  because 
he  didn't  have  a case. 

"This  didn't  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  gender  ordinance.  Gross  said. 
"It  was  about  whether  I have  the  right  to 
establish  a dress  code  in  my  business, 
which  I do." 

Moore  simply  used  her  as  the  light- 
ning rod  for  personal  issues.  Gross 
charged. 

"He  just  happened  to  use  me  and 
my  shop  as  a forum,"  she  said. 

Moore  told  Gross  he  was  transsexu- 
al when  he  started  working  at  City  Street 
Bagels  several  months  ago,  and  he  regu- 
larly wore  lipstick  to  work.  Both  have 
said  that  Gross  didn't  mind.  Within  a 


few  weeks.  Gross  promoted  Moore  to 
manager. 

Moore  usually  wore  slacks  to  work, 
but  when  the  shop  held  a Hawaiian 
theme  day  in  April,  he  donned  a pink 
skirt.  Gross  told  him  to  remove  the  skirt, 
prompting  Moore  to  file  the  complaint. 

Moore  has  said  that  Gross  was  a 
"warm  person"  who  expressed  her 
admiration  for  him.  But  the  bottom  line, 
he  said,  is  that  she  didn't  allow  him  to  be 
himself.  He  said  he  filed  the  complaint 
because  he  wanted  people  to  know  that 
discrimination  against  transgendered 
people  is  a problem. 

"The  more  people  know  about  it, 
the  better,"  Moore  said.  "Because  that's 
the  only  way  things  are  going  to 
change." 

Moore  said  he  wanted  Gross  to 
write  a dress  code  for  her  business  that 
would  respect  individuals'  gender 
expression.  Gross  said  she  already  has  a 
dress  code— although  it  hasn't  been  put 
in  writing— and  that  she  wasn't  inclined 
to  change  it  according  to  Moore's  wish- 
es. 

Shortly  after  the  story  about 
Moore's  complaint  was  reported  in  the 
media,  the  two  parties  sat  down  for  a 
mediation  session  sponsored  by  the 
city's  human-rights  office.  Moore  said 
Gross  walked  out  of  the  session;  Gross 
said  it  was  the  other  way  around. 

After  that,  Moore  said  working  at 
the  bagel  shop  became  so  uncomfortable 
he  couldn't  continue. 

About  a week-and-a-half  ago, 
Moore  went  to  the  bagel  shop  to  tell 
Gross  he  wanted  a paycheck  that  she 
owed  him.  Several  fellow  transgendered 
people  from  his  psychotherapy  group 
accompanied  him  for  moral  support,  he 
said. 

Gross  called  the  incident  "harass- 
ment," saying  she'd  already  given 
Moore  the  check.  She  also  accused 
Moore  of  contacting  her  wholesalers  and 
telling  them  she  was  discriminating 
against  him. 

Gross  said  she  eventually  wrote  the 
letter  to  Moore,  dated  May  25,  at  the  urg- 
ing of  the  human-rights  office. 
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Moore  said  he  didn't  see  the  letter 
until  Wednesday,  when  he  received  it  via 
the  human-rights  office.  He  said  he 
decided  to  drop  the  complaint  in  part 
because  he  had  succeeded  in  bringing 
the  problem  to  the  public's  attention. 

"The  light  has  been  shined,  and  peo- 
ple know  what's  up,"  Moore  said.  "Not 
only  do  people  in  Boulder  know,  but 
people  in  other  states." 

While  the  case  didn't  result  in  any 
ultimate  test  of  the  city's  human-rights 
ordinance,  Moore  said  the  ordinance 
made  it  possible  for  the  matter  to  receive 
attention. 

"If  it  had  not  been  for  this  ordi- 
nance, nothing  would  have  been  done," 
he  said. 

Moore  said  he  agreed  with  Gross' 
statement  that  they  had  both  learned 
from  the  experience.  "I  learned  that  I am 
a lot  stronger  than  I thought  I was,  and  1 
think  she  realizes  that  she  needs  to  be  a 
lot  more  respectful  of  others,"  he  said. 

Gross,  however,  said  she  learned  a 
more  bitter  lesson.  "I've  never  had  to 
deal  with  that  kind  of  anger  and  mali- 
cious damage"  before,  Gross  said.  "I 
don't  understand  where  his  hostility 
came  from." 

The  negative  publicity  didn't  seem 
to  hurt  her  business,  she  said.  "I  got  a lot 
of  support,"  she  said.  "People  know  I'm 
a very  liberal-minded  person."  Still,  the 
events  took  a lot  of  her  time  and  were 
stressful,  she  added. 

"I'm  the  sole  owner  of  this  place," 
Gross  said.  "I  work  10  hours  a day...  I've 
had  to  drop  everything  to  deal  with 
this." 

Despite  it  all,  she  said  she  was  hon- 
est when  she  thanked  Moore  for  his 
work.  "He's  a good  guy  and  he  deserves 
to  have  a good  life,"  Gross  said.  "I  don't 
have  any  animosity  toward  him.  I'm 
glad  it's  over." 

NEWSPAPER  QUESTIONS 
GOP  CONGRESSIONAL 
CANDIDATE'S  CHANGE 
OF  SEX 

SOUTH  ROYALTON,  Vt.  (Associated 
Press,  June  5) — Karen  Kerin's  ex-wife 


and  a decade-old  newspaper  interview 
have  cast  doubt  on  Kerin's  assertion  that 
cancer  was  behind  her  sex  change,  the 
Valley  News  reported. 

Kerin  is  seeking  the  Republican 
nomination  for  the  U.S.  House. 

The  Burlington  Free  Press  reported  in 
Saturday's  editions  that  Kerin  "changed 
her  first  name  to  Karen  after  a prolonged 
cancer  fight  in  the  early  1990s  caused  her 
body  to  take  on  female  attributes." 

The  Free  Press  quoted  Kerin  as  say- 
ing, "1  am  a cancer  survivor.  It  is  a con- 
sequence of  my  survival  that  I have  this 
result." 

But  the  Valley  News  of  Lebanon, 
N.H.  questioned  Kerin's  story  in 
Sunday's  edition. 

Kerin's  first  wife,  who  divorced  the 
then-Charles  Kerin  after  27  years  of  mar- 
riage because  of  the  sex  change,  says  that 
"to  my  knowledge,"  her  husband  never 
had  cancer  during  their  marriage.  And 
10  years  ago,  Kerin  gave  an  interview  to 
the  Wilmington  News-Journal  in 
Delaware,  where  she  then  lived  as  a 
man.  His  identity  shielded  by  the  pseu- 
donym "William,"  he  explained  his  deci- 
sion to  undergo  a sex  change  as  the 
product  of  impulses  created  by  a 
"defect"  in  his  genetic  material. 

He  said  nothing  about  having  can- 
cer, nor  did  his  then-psychiatrist,  who 
was  also  interviewed  by  the  paper  to 
explain  the  reasons  for  transsexuality. 

In  an  interview  Saturday  with  the 
Valley  News,  Kerin  stood  by  her  claim 
that  cancer  prompted  her  gender 
change.  She  said  she  had  a medical 
record  supporting  her  story  that  she 
would  give  to  the  Valley  News  at  some 
point,  although  she  declined  to  say 
specifically  when.  She  also  said  she 
wanted  to  call  her  local  health  care 
provider  before  authorizing  that  person 
to  speak  to  a reporter. 

As  for  the  absence  of  any  cancer 
mention  in  the  Delaware  paper,  "The 
answer  is  very  clear.  I was  ill  at  the  time 
(with  cancer).  I was  not  particularly 
rational.  In  fact,  the  doctors  had  pre- 
scribed anti-depressants.  I was  living  in 
suspension,"  she  said.  "I'm  unsure  of 
what  I said  at  that  time." 


Kerin  was  born  Charles  Patrick 
Kerin  Jr.  56  years  ago,  and  raised  in 
Montpelier.  In  1992,  after  surgery,  Karen 
Kerin  had  her  birth  certificate  amended 
to  cross  out  her  birth  name  and  put  on 
her  current  one.  She  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Vermont  with  an  engi- 
neering degree  in  1971  as  a man,  and 
from  Vermont  Law  School  three  years 
ago  as  a woman.  Her  story  has  changed 
as  well. 

Last  week,  chatting  in  the  sunlit  fac- 
ulty lounge  of  Vermont  Law  School's 
library,  she  said  that  to  understand  her 
you  must  first  and  foremost  understand 
that  she's  a cancer  survivor  in  a family 
that,  as  her  ex-wife  confirms,  had  a his- 
tory of  the  disease.  By  her  account,  she 
learned  she  had  it  in  1989.  "I  was  shot- 
gunned with  tumors"  from  her  lungs  to 
her  genitalia  and  waste  systems.  For 
three  years,  doctors  gave  her  estrogen 
pills  and  shots  to  suppress  the  cancer. 

But  the  doctors  told  her  that  at  some 
point,  those  would  become  ineffectual. 
That  left  one  option,  she  said:  radical 
surgery  to  remove  the  tumors,  including 
removal  of  a lung,  her  male  genitalia  and 
part  of  her  waste  removal  system.  With 
that  surgery  alone,  Kerin  says,  she  not 
only  would  have  been  neutered  but 
would  have  had  to  go  through  life  wear- 
ing a catheter  and  a colostomy  bag  to 
dispose  of  bodily  waste. 

Aside  from  being  "horribly  unpleas- 
ant," it  would  have  left  her  open  to  "hor- 
rendous" infection  risk  and  would  have 
kept  her  largely  housebound.  She  says 
her  doctors  told  her  that  surgery  to 
reconstruct  her  with  female  genitalia 
would  avert  the  need  for  catheter  and 
colostomy  bag.  But  Kerin  said  she 
doesn't  know  today  why  a sex  change 
made  it  unnecessary  to  tether  her  to  a 
colostomy  bag.  She  also  said  she's  not 
sure  if  she  talked  to  her  doctors  about 
the  possibility  of  reconstructing  her  male 
genitalia. 

Her  account  to  the  Wilmington 
News-Journal  was  very  different.  The 
reporter  wrote  that  "'William'  said  a per- 
son's gender  is  determined  by  how  an 
individual's  RNA  (ribonucleic  acid) 
reads  his  or  her  DNA  soon  after  concep- 
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A FEW  IMPORTANT  WORDS  FROM  KATE  BORNSTEINI 

“I  remember  when  I first  thinking  of  the  very  real  possibility  of  my 
going  through  a *gasp*  sex  change  This  was  in  the  days  before  tran- 
ny  support  groups.  I steeled  myself  and  made  the  long  distance  call  to 
IFGE.  To  my  delight,  I spoke  with  a trans  woman  who  calmed  me 
down  and  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  some  deeper  self-work  prior 
to  making  my  decision  to  proceed.  It  was  invaluable  advice.  I owe  a 
debt  to  IFGE.  I think  many  trans  folks  do.  Maybe  one  of  them  is  you? 

If  not  right  this  minute,  then  perhaps  some  day? 

Look,  IFGE  is  an  organization  that  seems  to  rise  above  all  politics 
of  the  trans  experience,  getting  to  the  heart  of  what  matters  to  each  of 
its  multi-identified  members.  Wouldn’t  it  be  worth  the  mini-investment 
of  a membership  to  make  sure  IFGE  is  there  for  all  of  us?  I think  so.” 

IFGE  Member  ship 

is  belonging,  is  working  for  the  good  of  everyone, 
and  is  your  opportunity  to  assist  others  in  finding  help. 


IFGE  is  a registered  501  (c)  (3)  nonprofit  organization.  Membership  inlcudes  the  IFGE  quarterly  newsletter  presenting  news  of  the  organization  and  other 
developments  within  the  community,  voting  priviledges,  and  a 10%  discount  on  items  from  the  IFGE  Synchronicity  Bookstore 

IFGE  depends  on  your  membership. ..Help  support  the  IFGE  mission!  Please  won’t  you  join  up  today? 


PLEASE  SIGN  ME  UP! 

□ Low  Income /Student — $20 

□ Basic — $35 

□ Supporting — $100 


□ Benefactor — $500 

□ Life— $2500 

□ Patron — $5000 


# You  get  10%  off  book 
orders  with  your  paid 
membership! 


ITT91 


A N S C E 


P E S T p y 


fold  here 

Transgender  Tapestry 

Quarterly  Journal  of  The  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 

□ $38 — One-year  Subscription 

SAVE  $10  OFF  THE  COVER  PRICE! 

s-  magazines  shipped  at  Bulk  Rate — U.S. 

■■  r magazines  shipped  at  Surface  Rate— International 

NOTE:  For  AIRMAIL,  Add  $12  for  U.S.,  Canada,  and  Mexico 
Add  $23  for  ALL  OTHER  COUNTRIES 


PAYMENT  INFO  »> 

O Visa  □ Mastercard 
Expiration  date 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  »> 


Name  on  Card 

O Check  O Money  Order 
U.S.  funds  only,  please 


(payable  to  IFGE,  thanks) 


YOUR  CONTACT  INFO? 
Name: 


Name  for  Mailing  Label  (if  different): 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 


Country: 


Telephone: 


E-mail: 


TT91 


'O'W/>|39M0  B Bujpuas  ji  9 d o 1 9 a u 9 ue  uj  jnd  jo  ‘paso|o  adei  aseajd 


a j a q p | o j 


postage 

stamp 

here 


IFGE  Subscriptions/Membership 
PO  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 


tion.  "William  said  his  problem  is  that 
his  RNA  gave  the  wrong  instructions  for 
46  years.  'In  my  case,  my  DNA,  like  a 
blueprint  left  in  the  sun,  has  faded,' 
William  said.  'There  are  certain  chemi- 
cals in  the  body  that  create  this  blue- 
print. If  they  don't  do  the  job,  at  some 
point,  they  fade.  And  whatever  has 
faded  now  defines  me  more  as  a female 
than  male.  I was  convinced  by  (my  psy- 
chiatrist) that  the  situation  was  incur- 
able, and  we  should  consider  the  best 
coursefor  me,'  he  said.  'You  can't  under- 
stand how  it  is  for  a creature  like  me,' 
William  said.  'I'm  a logic  machine,  and 
the  machine  isn't  working  properly. 
Intuitively,  I knew  there  wasn't  much 
choice  but  to  pursue  some  means  to  get 
me  back  to  being  a whole  person  again. 
Either  1 got  to  be  a whole  person,  or  I 
would  destroy  myself.'" 

Later,  the  reporter  wrote,  "The 
changes  didn't  hit  William  overnight.  He 
says  he  suspected  something  was  wrong 
a couple  of  years  ago  when  he  started  let- 
ting his  hair  grow  a little  longer.  He  liked 
trying  on  women's  lingerie  now  and 
then,  but  thought  it  'was  just  harmless 
fun.  I knew  my  wife  didn't  go  for  it.'" 

The  article  says  William  began 
researching  sexual  abnormalities  and 
was  "scared"  to  discover  that  transsexu- 
ality seemed  to  describe  his  feelings.  He 
secretly  took  anti-depressants  and 
female  hormones.  In  a section  of  the  arti- 
cle that  Kerin's  ex-wife  confirmed  in  an 
interview  last  week,  she  found  the  pills 
one  day.  The  article  continues: 
"(William)  said  she  found  out  from  a 
doctor  that  some  of  the  pills  were  a 
female  hormone  and  meant  one  of  two 
things  for  a man:  Either  he  was  suffering 
from  prostate  cancer  or  he  wanted  to 
become  a woman.  She  brought  the  pills 
into  the  den  that  night.  'I  told  her  I do 
not  have  prostate  cancer,'  William 
recalled.  'She  said.  Then  you  want  to 
change  your  sex.  And  she  turned  on  her 
heel  and  hasn't  spoken  a civil  word  to 
me  since.'" 

Kerin  attributed  her  first  wife's 
account  to  lingering  unhappiness  over 
the  sex  change  and  the  divorce.  Four 
years  ago  , Kerin  remarried,  this  time  to  a 


woman  he  met  at  law  school.  When 
Kerin  applied  to  the  Montpelier  city 
clerk  for  a marriage  license,  she  says  the 
clerk  asked,  "Karen,  is  this  a same-sex- 
marriage?"  which  is  illegal  under 
Vermont  law.  The  clerk's  office  says  it 
consulted  the  city  attorney  and 
approved  the  license  because  Kerin's 
birth  certificate  still  lists  her  birth  sex  as 
male,  despite  the  name  change. 


NEW  FOUNDATION 
ESTABLISHED  TO 
FINANCIALLY  SUPPORT 
TRANSGENDER  CAUSES 

The  Transgender  Fund 
CONTACT:  Diane  Dale 
Phone:  610-651-9111 
Email:  Sunrise200@aol.com 
May  17,  2000 — A new  era  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  transgender  community  is 
being  heralded.  The  Transgender  Fund 
has  been  established  as  an  independent 
national  foundation.  It  has  at  the  heart  of 
its  mission  the  support  of  substantive 
programs  that  benefit  every  member  of 
every  segment  of  the  transgender  com- 
munity. Particular  attention  will  be 
placed  upon  collaborative  initiatives 
among  human  rights,  education,  and 
local  support  organizations.  The  Fund's 
Board  of  Trustees  represents  a cross-sec- 
tion of  the  community's  diverse  con- 
stituencies. 

Whether  one  is  gay,  lesbian,  bisexu- 
al, a crossdresser,  transsexual,  intersexed, 
or  simply  a person  who  cares  about 
those  whose  lives  have  been  compro- 
mised just  because  of  the  way  they  have 
chosen  to  express  who  they  are  as 
human  beings,  TheTransgender  Fund  is 
with  them. 

For  more  information  about  the 
fund  and  how  to  be  an  important  part  of 
its  growth  and  development,  visit  its 
website  at  <www.tgfund.org>  or  write 
The  Transgender  Fund,  P.O.  Box  2132, 
Southeastern,  PA  19399. 


MILLENNIUM  MARCH 
CONTROVERSIAL  FROM 
START  TO  FINISH 

The  Millennium  March  on  Washington 

went  off  as  scheduled  in  May.  Your  edi- 
tor watched  the  TV  coverage;  to  her,  it 
seemed  more  like  a local  pride  event 
than  a national  happening. 

The  MMOW  has  been  controversial 
from  its  inception,  having  drawn  criti- 
cism that  it  was  a mandate  from  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  and  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  and 
not  a true  grassroots  event,  as  were  pre- 
vious marches.  The  controversy  contin- 
ued after  the  march,  when  proceeds 
worth  $750,000  were  reported  missing. 

Also  controversial  was  the  schedul- 
ing of  speakers,  with  minority  speakers 
appearing  late  in  the  roster  and  being 
asked  at  the  last  minute  to  limit  their 
speeches  to  a few  brief  remarks.  This 
happened  to  transgender  activists  Riki 
Anne  Wilchins,  Jamison  Green,  and 
Dana  Rivers.  Green  did  not  take  this 
lightly.  His  comments  and  the  text  of  his 
speech  follow: 

The  call  for  nominations  for  speakers  at 
the  Millennium  March  on  Washington  for 
Equality  went  out  early  this  year,  and  in 
March  I received  a phone  call  and  a letter 
from  the  Directors  of  the  March.  I was  gra- 
ciously invited  to  speak  as  if  I was  an  honored 
person;  I was  asked  if  there  were  any  con- 
straints around  my  schedule  and  I told  them 
that  I would  have  a 7 p.m.  flight  so  I needed  to 
be  leaving  the  event  by  5 p.m.  I was  told  that 
I might  have  10  minutes  to  speak,  so  I began 
preparing  a speech.  Then  I was  told  a week  or 
so  before  the  event  that  I would  have  just  3 
minutes,  which  was  fine  with  me,  so  I recraft- 
ed my  speech.  On  April  26th,  just  4 days 
before  the  event,  I was  told  I was  scheduled  to 
speak  at  4:18  p.m.,  and  I should  arrive  back- 
stage  one  hour  before  that.  I arrived  on 
schedule  and  was  told  they  were  running 
about  an  hour  behind  and  I should  check  in 
again  in  an  hour.  I did  that,  and  then  I was  told 
it  was  too  late  and  I probably  wouldn't  be 
allowed  to  speak.  I told  them  I didn’t  come 
there  not  to  speak,  that  I was  one  of  three 
transgendered  speakers  and  my  community 
was  waiting  to  hear  me.  So  they  put  me  in  the 
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last  group  that  was  allowed  in  the  wings.  After 
several  speakers,  they  told  us  we  could  not 
have  any  more  time  than  it  took  to  say  our 
names  and  why  we  were  there.  I didn't  get  to 
speak  until  nearly  6:30  p.m.,  and  from  the 
moment  I said  my  name  at  the  microphone  I 
could  hear  the  stage  manager  shouting 
“Hurry  up,  Hurry  up.”  And  since  then  I have 
felt  like  I blew  it  completely.  There  were  so 
many  alternative  or  better  things  I should  have 
said  in  my  30  seconds.  What  I did  say  was  my 
name,  the  organizations  I was  representing 
(Chairman  of  Gender  Education  & 
Advocacy  and  past  president  of  FTM 
International),  the  fact  that  the  transgender 
movement  is  about  treating  all  people  with 
respect,  and  that  “I  was  asked  to  cut  my 
remarks  short  so  all  I wanted  to  say  was  that 
I am  really  tired  of  being  marginalized,  thank 
you.”  Then  I walked  off  the  stage,  fuming. 
FTMs  contributed  to  paying  for  my  plane  tick- 
et so  I could  go  and  speak  for  them, and  I feel 
like  I let  them  down.  On  top  of  that,  I missed 
my  flight  home  and  had  to  pay  extra  and  lose 
half  a day  at  work. 

I can’t  express  how  horrible  I feel:  angry, 
sad,  embarrassed,  but  mostly  angry.  It  was 
two  days  before  I began  to  calm  down.  The 
fact  is,  when  people  see  me  they  see  just 
another  white  guy,  and  when  I start  talking 
about  “transgender”  people  just  don’t  under- 
stand why.  I needed  those  three  minutes,  and 
I wanted  them  badly.  I was  proud  when  I was 
chosen  to  speak,  and  honored  when  the  com- 
munity came  forward  to  help  me  get  there.  I 
was  wounded  to  the  core  by  the  way  I was 
treated  once  I got  there.  I can’t  blame  any  one 
person  or  any  particular  organization,  I can 
only  attribute  it  to  the  general  stupidity  of  peo- 
ple and  mismanagement  of  the  early  speak- 
ers at  the  event,  who  were  allowed  to  go  over 
their  allotted  time.  But  I am  grateful  that  peo- 
ple are  reading  what  I wanted  to  say,  and  that 
my  words  are  being  appreciated.  They  were 
meant  to  be  read  aloud,  by  me,  in  public,  so 
the  people  could  look  at  my  face  and  my  body 
and  see  what  a transman  looks  like.  But  just 
getting  the  words  out  there  is  a consolation.  I 
plan  to  deliver  this  speech  as  often  as  I can, 
because  I think  it  says  something  that  is 
important  for  all  of  us. 


THE  MMOW  SPEECH  JAMISON 
GREEN  PLANNED  TO  DELIVER: 

Transgender?  Who  is  that  guy?  Why 
isn't  he  wearing  a dress?  Isn't  that  what 
transgender  is  all  about?  Transgender, 
that's  not  my  issue.  Go  on,  girlfriend,  let's 
get  another  beer. 

All  of  you  who  think  transgender  is 
not  your  issue,  you  need  to  think  again 
about  what  it  is  we  are  all  fighting  for, 
about  why  it  is  that  people  have  made 
you  or  anyone  you  know  feel  shame  or 
fear  to  express  who  you  are. 

The  transgender  movement  may  not 
make  gender  go  away.  Indeed,  some  of  us 
like  our  gender  very  much  and  want  to  keep  it.  But  the  transgender  movement 
is  NOT  about  perpetuating  stereotypes.  Transgender  opens  up  the  space 
between  the  binaries  and  allows  us  to  see  what  our  ideas  about  gender  and  sex 
really  are.  The  transgender  movement  calls  for  respect  for  all  people  based  on 
our  humanity,  independent  of  gender  expression,  economic  worth,  sexual  ori- 
entation, race,  class,  age,  religion,  national  origin,  or  taste  in  wardrobe.  The 
transgender  movement  calls  for  a paradigm  shift  in  the  way  we  perceive  the 
value  of  a human  being.  The  transgender  movement  asks  all  of  us  to  learn  not 
to  judge  people  based  on  artificial,  or  superficial,  arbitrary  criteria. 

I am  a man  who  was  born  with  a female  body.  I lived  in  a female  body  for 
40  years.  I thought  I was  a lesbian  for  22  years.  I know  what  it  is  like  to  live  in 
an  androgynous  zone  where  people  can't  tell  what  sex  you  are,  and  sometimes 
that's  fun,  sometimes  it's  great  to  be  provocative  like  that.  And  sometimes  it's 
dangerous,  sometimes  people  punish  you  for  it.  And  sometimes  you  want  peo- 
ple to  see  who  you  are,  to  accept  you  as  the  way  you  feel. 

People  whose  gender  matches  their  body — and  that  is  the  majority  of  peo- 
ple— are  privileged  with  respect  to  how  they  view  gender.  They  get  to  see  it  as 
arbitrary,  something  that  is  imposed  on  them  from  the  outside  like  a role-play- 
ing. They  think  they  know  the  difference  between  themselves  and  the  roles  soci- 
ety asks  them  to  play.  Transgendered  people  do  not  have  the  same  options. 
Transgendered  people  are  told  over  and  over  again  that  they  are  not  who  they 
know  themselves  to  be. 

The  transgender  movement  asks  that  you  give  up  your  fear  of  other  peo- 
ple's identities  and  beliefs.  The  transgender  movement  asks  that  you  be  willing 
to  allow  other  people  to  be  different  from  you  and  still  be  worthy  of  respect. 

What  we  want  in  common,  you  and  I,  is  a world  free  from  homophobia,  a 
world  free  from  regulations  on  gender  expression  that  keep  us  from  getting  out 
of  line. 

The  paradigm  shift  I am  looking  for  is  one  that  moves  toward  a world  with- 
out shame  or  fear  of  difference.  A world  in  which  people  like  Brandon  Teena 
and  Tyra  Hunter  and  Robert  Eads  and  Matthew  Shepard  don't  have  to  die 
because  other  people  are  uncomfortable  in  the  face  of  their  difference. 

That's  the  world  we  are  trying  to  create.  That's  what  the  transgender  move- 
ment is  all  about.  So  when  we  say  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  Transgender,  Intersex, 
Queer,  and  Questioning,  what  we're  talking  about  is  a world  where  we  can  all 
be  free  to  be  ourselves.  Thank  you  for  coming  out  today  and  every  day  to  show 
the  world  how  beautiful  you  are.  


IFGE's  Synchronicity  Bookstore  Catalogue  can  be  found  online  at  http://www.ifge.org 
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NEWS  FLASH 
TOO  TALL  BLONDES 
NEAR  EXTINCTION! 


Kate  Bornstein  and  Barbara  Carrellas,  the  authors  of  our  Too  Tall  Blondes 
column,  have  informed  us  that  no  one  is  writing  to  them. 

This  has  made  them,  and  us,  very  sad. 

Can  this  be  the  end  of  our  Dynamic  Duo? 

Has  the  fun  for  this  pair  of  Blondes  gone  out  of  Transgender  Tapestry ? 
Will  they  seek  to  have  more  fun  elsewhere? 

DON’T  LET  THIS  HAPPEN! 

You  can  help  keep  the  Too  Tall  Blondes  where  they  belong  by  sending 
your  questions  and  comments  for  their  consideration  to: 

Too  Tall  Blondes  C/0  IFGE  PO  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
Or  email  your  questions  and  comments  to:  editor@ifge.org 
Type  “Too  Tall  Blondes”  in  the  subject  field. 

HELP  US  HANG  ONTO  OUR  BLONDES! 

WRITE  TO  KATE  AND  BARBARA  TODAY! 


NEWS  IS  STRANGER  THAN  FICTION... 

"Mystery  in  Grapevine,  Texas" 

reprinted  from  The  Providence  Journal,  Wednesday,  July  5,  2000. 

Authorities  are  on  the  lookout  for  a thief  whose  motive  has  police  scratching  their  heads:  Six 
saline  breast  implants  have  vanished  from  a hotel  conference  room  in  Grapevine,  Texas. 

“I  wouldn’t  even  know  where  to  go  to  sell  them,”  Grapevine  police  CpI.  Larry  Hallmark  said 
Saturday.  “I  don’t  believe  pawnshops  sell  them.” 

Diane  Becker,  39,  told  police  she  was  giving  a presentation  about  breast  implants  last  month 
that  included  a display  of  three  pairs. 

After  the  presentation,  Becker  left  the  $12,000  worth  of  implants  in  a conference  room  for 
about  four  hours,  police  said.  When  she  returned,  they  were  gone. 
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History  Lesson 

by  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 

The  Forgotten  Tale  of 
Barbara  Richards 


Consult  most  trivia  books  and 
you'll  quickly  be  told 
Christine  Jorgensen  was  the 
first  person  to  be  medically  trans- 
formed from  one  sex  to  another,  in 
1952.  That  isn't  quite  true:  we  know 
that — possible  Roman-era  examples 
notwithstanding — Dr.  Felix  Abraham 
and  Dr.  Ludwig  Levy-Lenz  were 
performing  sexual  reassignment  in 
Berlin  as  early  as  1931.  They  used  a 
two-stage  procedure  that  started 
with  penectomy  and  orchidectomy, 
followed  by  the  creation  of  a neo- 
vagina lined  with  skin  grafts  taken 
from  the  upper  leg.  (Abraham,  1931) 
One  of  the  more  famous  patients 
to  come  through  Berlin  was  Lili  Elbe, 
whose  life  has  been  chronicled  in 
Niels  Hoyer's  Man  Into  Woman:  An 


Authentic  Record  of  a Change  of  Sex 
and  recently  fictionalized  in  David 
Ebershoff's  The  Danish  Girl. 

There  were  also  many  female-to- 
male  transsexuals  during  this  period. 
Although  the  earliest  phalloplasty 
reference  I could  find  was  1948,  there 
are  cases  of  individuals  who  had 
undergone  at  least  a hysterectomy. 
Alan  J.  Hart  convinced  a doctor  to 
perform  this  surgery,  based  on 
physical  discomfort  and  an  eugenic 
argument  recommending  the  steril- 
ization of  those  with  "abnormal 
inversions." 

A largely  overlooked  case,  and 
one  I feel  bears  special  notice  is  an 
individual  who,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  advent  of  the  Second  World  War, 
may  have  graced  those  trivia  books 
in  the  spot  where  Jorgensen's  name 
now  sits.  Her  name  is  Barbara 
Richards. 

Richards  was  born  April  1,  1912 
in  Salem,  Massachusetts.  According 
to  her  parents,  she  was  a normal 

young 
boy  until 
around 
age  four, 
when  she 
suffered  a 
bout  of 

Lili  Elbe  is 
one  of  the 
earlier 
cases  of 
sexual 
reassign- 
ment in 
the  mod- 
ern era. 


tuberculous  meningitis  and  began  to 
act  as  a little  girl.  In  order  to  help  her 
child,  Richards'  mother  took  him  to 
live  in  Southern  California. 

Following  a pattern  many  of  us 
find  in  our  own  lives,  Richards  did, 
in  his  youth,  attempt  masculine 
pastimes,  but  was  largely  a loner 
amongst  his  peers,  forming  very  few 
friendships.  It  wasn't  until  1939  that 
Richards  found  someone  special, 
Rosa  Lorraine  Wilcox. 

Richards  was  unsure  the  rela- 
tionship would  work.  At  Wilcox's 
urging,  he  went  to  a number  of  med- 
ical practitioners,  including  an 
endocrine  specialist  who,  according 
to  contemporary  reports,  discovered 
via  urinalysis  that  Richards  was 
physically  intersexed  and  that 
ovaries  were,  indeed,  the  primary 
sexual  organs. 

The  endocrinologist  offered  an 
odd  bit  of  advice,  suggesting  that  an 
active  sex  life  would  bring  out 
Richards'  latent  masculinity  and 
allow  the  development  of  male  traits. 
Upon  hearing  this,  Richards  and 
Wilcox  eloped,  marrying  on 
November  18,  1940.  Oddly  enough, 
on  that  date,  54  years  later,  your 
humble  writer  starting  living  full 
time. 
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Richards  was 
often  in  trou 
ble  with  the 
law,  accused 
of  being  a 
woman  mas- 
querading as 


a man. 


Many  of  the  time  wanted  to 
attribute  Richards’  budding 


femininity  to  a childhood 
attack  of  tuberculosis. 


Richards 
took 
quite 
comfort- 
ably to 
life  as  a 
woman, 
though 
she  did 
complain 
about 
high 
heels. 
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The  Spot. 


Unfortunately,  matrimony  and 
sexual  fulfillment  didn't  change 
Richards,  who  continued  to  show 
outward  manifestations  of  femininity. 
Finally,  by  July  of  1941 — and  after  the 
examination  of  the  local  draft  board 
who  declared  him  unfit  for  service — 
Richards  petitioned  the  Superior 
Court  of  California  to  have  his  name 
legally  changed  to  Barbara  Ann 
Richards,  and  to  assume  the  legal 
status  of  a woman. 

Magazines  of  the  time  glommed 
onto  the  Richards  story,  covering  it 
with  titles  like  "The  Husband  Who 
Changed  Into  A Woman."  But  another 


story  took  precedence:  the  bombing 
of  Pearl  Harbor.  It  would  take  the 
era  of  post-war  optimism  and  its 
fascination  with  the  wonders  of 
science  to  bring  the  concept  of  sexual 
reassignment  to  the  forefront  of 
popular  culture. 

Barbara  Richards'  story  doesn't 
quite  end  there.  Though  the  legal 
system  anticipated  an  annulment  of 


their  marriage,  something  else 
happened:  once  out  of  the  spotlight, 
Barbara's  wife  Lorraine  began  her 
own  transition,  going  through 
female-to-male  hormonal  and  surgi- 
cal reassignment.  They  remained 
together,  man  and  wife,  as  Barbara 
and  Lauren  Wilcox. 

▼ 


Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith  <gwen@gwensmith.com>  serves  as  the  Community  Host  of 
the  Transgender  Gazebo  at  gay.com  and  has  created  numerous  transgender-specific 
web  projects,  including  the  award-winning  Remembering  Our  Dead  project  at 
<www.gender.org/remember>.  She  also  serves  on  the  Board  of  Gender  Education 
and  Advocacy  (GEA)  and  is  an  advisor  to  the  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  and 
Transgender  Historical  Society  of  Northern  California. 
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Only  a CrossDresser 

The  community  in  which  we 
all  exist  is  an  extremely 
diverse  one.  It  includes 
FTMs,  MTFs,  transsexuals,  cross- 
dressers, drag  queens  and  kings, 
hutches,  femmes,  intersexes,  gender 
benders,  and  a host  of  others,  both 
pure  and  in  combination.  The  politi- 
cization of  the  community  has  led  in 
recent  years  to  an  increased  aware- 
ness of  our  needs  and  existence  in  the 
eyes  of  the  general  public  and  vari- 
ous governmental  and  bureaucratic 
agencies.  As  we  all  know,  the  aware- 
ness that  a community  exists,  that  it 
has  a place  within  the  larger  society, 
is  a crucial  step  toward  obtaining 
rights,  privileges  and  respect. 

Many  of  the  advances  made  have 
been  a direct  result  of  activism  on  the 
part  of  the  community  itself. 
Everything  from  urging  the  inclusion 
of  "T"  in  LGB  organizations  to 
demonstrating  at  the  trial  of  Brandon 
Teena's  murderers  has  been  a step 
toward  recognition  and  normaliza- 
tion. The  existence  of  the  internet  and 
its  vast  resources  for  bringing  together 
disparate  and  geographically  far- 
flung  groups  and  individuals,  offering 
solidarity  and  anonymity  at  the  same 
time,  has  had  a major  impact  on  our 
ability  to  organize  and  marshal  our 
forces  and  energy.  In  no  small  part, 
the  introduction  of  the  concept  that 
there  is  a transgender  community 
that,  though  diverse  in  many  ways, 
nonetheless  has  a commonality  of 


Miqqitalk 

by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 


interest,  has  enabled  broad  support 
base  for  many  issues.  Organizations 
that  had  not  previously  been  in  contact 
or  seen  themselves  as  part  of  a larger 
movement  or  context  now  share 
goals  and  interests. 

The  extent  of  the  diversity  within 
the  TG  community  cannot  be  overes- 
timated. At  one  extreme  there  is  the 
lifelong  child-identified  transsexual 
who  has  identified  from  earliest 
memories  with  his/her  chosen  sex;  to 
the  butch  lesbian  questioning  her 
gender  identity;  to  the  fetishistic 
crossdresser  who  never  leaves  his 
house.  These  individuals  and  all 
those  in  between  have  a vast  range  of 
interests  and  concerns.  In  fact,  there 
are  people  who  claim  the  extent  of 
the  diversity  means  there  really  isn't 
a community  at  all.  But  invariably, 
there  is  one  group  singled  out  from 
the  pantheon  of  categories  that  is 
demonstrably  less  connected  and 
more  derogated  than  any  other.  This 
group  is,  of  course,  the  crossdresser, 
and,  more  specifically  the  male-to- 
female  heterosexual  crossdresser. 

The  crossdresser  is  frequently 
not  a highly  respected  person  within 
the  transgender  world.  His  reputa- 
tion (and  I use  the  pronoun  “his" 
advisedly)  is  of  someone  who  has  a 
sexual  urge  toward  women's  clothing 
and  whose  experiences  typically 
began  early  but  were  primarily  mas- 
turbatory,  i.e.,  a form  of  fetishistic 
paraphilia.  In  addition,  he  is  generally 
deeply  closeted,  and  if  he  does  come 
out  at  all  it  is  usually  to  attend 


restricted  gatherings  such  as  club 
functions  or  events.  At  these  meetings 
he  will  most  likely  meet  and  interact 
primarily  with  other  crossdressers. 

Being  closeted  from  an  early  age 
is  an  extremely  formative  fact  for  the 
crossdresser.  The  lack  of  interaction 
brings  with  it  a minimal  or  non-exis- 
tent socialization  which  often  results 
in  a caricature-like  representation  of 
the  chosen  gender.  The  transsexual, 
especially  the  child-identified  trans- 
sexual, has  the  opportunity  to 
inculcate  feminine  socialization 
through  stealthy  observation  and 
selection.  The  crossdresser,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  normally  so  conflicted 
about  his  gender  confusion  that  the 
overwhelming  shame,  guilt  and 
confusion  leads  to  self-repression 
and  a need  to  distance  himself  from 
feminine  identification.  Whereas  the 
young  female  crossdresser  can  get 
away  with  a "tomboy"  identification, 
the  male  crossdresser  has  no  such 
youthful  place  to  hide. 

In  later  life  the  crossdresser  may 
indeed  begin  to  mature  and  learn  to 
dress  in  ways  appropriate  to  age,  size 
and  occasion,  but  even  here  there  is 
no  guarantee.  The  propensity  for 
six-foot-plus  50-something  male- 
to-female  crossdressers  to  wear 
mini-  skirts,  big  hair,  and  tight  tops 
over  large  bosoms  is  definitely  high 
(though  it  must  never  be  forgotten 
that  there  are  socially  certified 
females  who  do  so  as  well).  The 
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reasons  for  this  include  the  initial 
genesis  through  sexual  awakening 
and  fetishism,  the  lack  of  peer  social- 
ization, and  the  infrequency  of 
appearing  at  functions  where  informal 
or  business  clothes  are  the  norm. 

The  average  transsexual  is  much 
less  likely  to  share  this  complex  erotic 
and  emotional  relationship  to  cloth- 
ing, especially  if  the  transsexual  is  a 
so-called  primary  or  child-identified 
transsexual.  The  difference  is  impor- 
tant: the  crossdresser  wears  women's 
clothing  because  they  are  women's 
clothes,  while  the  male-to-female 
transsexual  wears  women's  clothing 
because  she  is  a woman.  The  reverse 
is  true  for  the  FTM  situation,  and 
results  in  a completely  different  rela- 
tionship. Since  the  child-identified 
transsexual  has  often  absorbed  cross- 
gender socialization,  the  clothes  are 
not  exciting,  but  natural.  This  is  not 
to  suggest  that  a transsexual  cannot 
get  excited  or  aroused  or  feel  erotic  as 
a result  of  certain  clothing — this  is 
true  of  all  men  and  women  regard- 
less of  their  birth  nature  or  socially 
certified  gender  status.  But  the 
chances  of  seeing  an  MTF  transsexual 
hanging  about  in  loose  sweat  pants 
or  leggings  and  an  oversize  shirt  are 
far  greater  than  for  a crossdresser. 

All  of  this  sometimes  results  in 
the  transsexual  viewing  the  cross- 
dresser in  a derisory  light,  with  the 
crossdresser  considered  at  best  a 
dilettante  and  at  worst  a sex- 
obsessed  fetishist  who  smears  the 
good  name  of  transgenderism.  But 
for  most  in  the  community,  the  cross- 
dresser is,  often  unconsciously,  sort 
of  like  an  annoying  little  sister  who 
wants  to  play  with  you  and  your 
friends  but  lacks  the  sophistication 
and  maturity  necessary.  Yes,  she 
needs  to  be  around  sometimes,  you 
are,  after  all,  related  in  some  way  or 
other,  but  her  eagerness,  lack  of  savior 
faire,  and  inability  to  measure  up 
makes  her  an  embarrassment  rather 
than  a friend.  She  uses  too  much 
makeup,  wears  dreadful  clothes,  the 
wrong  shoes  (usually  high  heels), 
always  sports  those  absurd  long 


fingernails,  overacts,  emphasizes 
breasts  she  does  not  really  have,  and 
expects  to  be  taken  seriously!  For 
goodness  sake,  most  of  them  don't 
even  know  the  first  thing  about 
feminism,  let  alone  being  a woman! 

Unfortunately,  this  attitude 
permeates,  often  unconsciously, 
numerous  organizations,  projects, 
and  undertakings.  It  is  not  unusual 
for  crossdressers  not  to  be  invited  or 
involved  in  political,  artistic  and 
scholarly  events  not  primarily  orga- 
nized by  and  for  crossdressers, 
and  when  they  are,  there  is  not 
infrequently  a subtle  form  of  margin- 
alization. I'll  share  one  example  that 
happened  to  me  when  I traveled 
from  Toronto  to  Oxford,  England  for 
the  3rd  International  Congress  on 
Gender  and  Sexuality  in  September 
of  1998. 

The  paper  I was  presenting  at  the 
Congress  was  a fairly  technical 
discussion  of  the  concept  of  selective 
socialization  with  the  framework  of 
social  construction  theory  (I  am  a 
philosopher,  remember?)  This  was 
new  research  I had  been  thinking 
about  for  some  time,  and  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  no  one  else  was 
discussing  this  particular  issue.  I 
knew  from  the  program  listing  that 
there  were  quite  a few  young  acade- 
mics presenting  papers  and  holding 
discussion  in  the  area  of  social 
construction,  and  I was  very  excited 
to  share  my  work  with  them.  That 
did  not  happen.  I had  forgotten  to 
take  into  account  the  fact  that  I am 
"just  a crossdresser"  and  could  not, 
therefore,  have  anything  really 
serious  to  say  about  transgender 
theory.  When  I arrived,  I examined 
the  program  and  found  the  session  in 
which  I was  placed.  It  was  not  with 
the  transsexual  scholars  talking 
about  my  subject.  Instead,  I was 
sandwiched  between  someone  dicus- 
sing  crossdressing  in  Shakespearean 
theatre  and  someone  else  talking 
about  the  history  of  petticoating. 
Needless  to  say,  while  there  was  a 
goodly  audience  and  the  presen- 
tations were  interesting,  the  people  I 


most  wanted  to  hear  the  talk  were 
not  present.  Yes,  it's  very  difficult  to 
construct  a conference  schedule,  but 
the  consistency  with  which  this  sort 
of  categorization  occurs  is  too 
frequent  to  be  coincidental. 

In  fairness,  the  crossdresser  has 
not  always  made  things  easier.  There 
are  organizations,  for  example,  that 
exclude  transsexuals  from  member- 
ship for  reasons  which  range  from 
the  members'  discomfort  about 
homosexuality  to  concern  about 
significant  others'  fears  of  slippage 
into  transsexualism.  In  other  words, 
rather  than  educate  their  members 
and  their  families  about  transsexuality, 
it's  easier  to  remain  exclusive  and 
discriminatory.  This  can  result  in 
transsexuals  not  having  a strong 
organizing  base,  and  often  being 
isolated  due  to  insufficient  resources. 
This  attitude  on  the  part  of  some 
crossdressers  underscores  the  idea 
that  crossdressers  are  not  serious 
about  their  gender  theorizing,  and 
are  not  reflective  about  their  role  as 
gender  outlaws  and  their  place  in  the 
wider  transgender  community. 

Ultimately,  it  is  the  community 
as  a whole  that  suffers  from  this  divi- 
siveness. With  widely  divergent 
groups  that  can  but  do  not  always 
help  each  other,  we  hamstring  our- 
selves. Crossdressers  need  to  realize 
they  are  transgendered,  and  that, 
hello,  no  one  really  does  know  if  you 
will  wake  up  one  day  and  want  to  go 
full  time  or  sign  up  for  SRS.  Adult- 
onset  transsexualism  does  happen, 
and  it  happens  to  crossdressers  who 
were  certain  all  their  lives  they  were 
just  having  fun  with  their  "hobby." 
Transsexuals  also  have  to  understand 
there  is  a large  number  of  cross- 
dressers who  are  changing  their 
self-definition,  for  whom  the  termi- 
nology of  "crossdresser"  is  becoming 
too  narrow  or  restrictive.  Many  of  us 
are  making  great  efforts  to  grow 
toward  a transgender  ideology  that 
goes  well  beyond  any  reasonable 
conception  of  mere  fetishism.  Many 
crossdressers  are  highly  reflective 
about  who  and  what  they  are  and 
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how  that  relates  to  femininity,  wom- 
anness,  and  the  concept  of  gender. 

There  needs  to  be  a serious 
reaching  out  by  all  parties  in  the 
transgender  world.  This  includes  not 
only  the  MTF  transsexuals  and  cross- 
dressers, but  FTMs  and  the 
intersexed  as  well.  No  one  has  a lock 
on  righteousness,  pain,  suffering,  or 
the  right  way  to  be  gendered.  By 
beginning  to  trust  each  other  we  can 
create  a much  stronger  base  from 
which  we  can  make  the  world  safe 
for  gender  freedom.  It  does  not 
matter  if  you,  a crossdresser,  never 
want  to  go  to  work  or  the  movies 
crossdressed,  and  it  does  not  matter 
if  you,  a transsexual,  blend  in 
perfectly  with  total  acceptance  as 
your  chosen  gender.  What  matters  is 
that  if  we  respect  and  help  each  other 
we  will  be  stronger  and  safer.  This 


has  to  be  done  not  with  words,  but 
demonstratively.  Clubs  need  to 
embrace  the  whole  spectrum  of  the 
community.  Our  Toronto  club, 
Xpressions,  has  a wide  range  of 
transgendered  people  on  its  board  of 
directors,  and  this  has  brought  many 
new  members  to  our  club.  We  also 
have  an  annual  fundraising  dinner 
for  a program  that  offers  support  to 
transsexual  street  youth.  The  first 
time  we  did  that  there  was  utter 
disbelief  that  a club  based  around 
heterosexual  crossdressers  would  lift 
a finger,  let  alone  raise  several 
thousand  dollars  for  transsexual 
street  kids. 

Crossdressers  fear  being  consid- 
ered transsexuals  or  gay  men. 
Transsexuals  fear  being  considered 
fetishists  who  want  only  to  get  off. 
FTMs  fear  being  lost  among  groups 


that  have  been  long-organized 
around  MTF  issues.  Intersexes  fear 
being  misunderstood  and  classed  as 
gender  dysphoric.  Everyone  has 
fears,  far  more  than  I can  list  here;  but 
isn't  it  interesting  that  we  all  have 
them?  Being  gender  diverse  with  a 
rigidly  gender  bipolar  culture  is, 
after  all,  terrifying. 

Maybe  if  we  come  together  and 
learn  to  be  less  afraid  of  each  other, 
we'll  also  learn  to  be  less  afraid  of  the 
outside  world. 


Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert  is  a Professor  of 
Philosophy  at  York  University  and  a 
board  member  of  Xpressions  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  Her  email  address  is 
Miqqi@gilbertl.net. 


It  has  been  pointed  out  to  us  that  the  last  Too  Tall  Blondes 
column  by  Kate  Bornstein  and  Barbara  Carrellas  (issue  #90, 
Summer  2000)  would  have  been  more  timely  published  near 
the  end  of  1999  or  the  end  of  2000,  as  the  column  dealt 
with  The  End  of  the  Millennium.  Duh  on  us! 

Whatever  were  we  thinking?  Our  apologies  to  Kate  and  Barbara. 


The  Tranny  Guide 

EIGHTH  EDITION  ^ M 


(the  book) 

“The  Tranny  Bible” ... 
“Stunning  Intriguing” 

Over  1000  stunning  pictures 
Over  1500  listings  of  shops, 
services  and  places  to  go. 
Personal  reports  from  all 
...  around  the  world 
Intriguing  articles 
Many  book  and  mag  reviews 
PLUS 

"The  WayOut  of  the  Closet" 

The  book  within  the  book 
66  pages  of  advice  for  trannies, 
partners  and  those  that  want 
to  understand  more  about  the 
opportunities  that  trannies 
have  to  enjoy. 

Over  330  pages  aiming  to 
excite,  inspire,  comfort  and 
spread  awareness  of  the  global 
nature  of  the  transgender 
phenomena. 

Available  in  the  USA  in  all  good  (and  naughty)  book  shops 
or  mail  order  from  I.F.G.E.  - or 
Mags  Inc  - P.O.  Box  5829,  Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91413 
e-mail  magsinc@wgn.net  tel.  800-359-2116 


and  NOW  for  the  very 
first  time  on  television 

EVERYTHING  is  explained  ... 

The  Tranny  Guide 
For  Your  TV  (the  video) 

Meet  the  ‘Girls’  - in  the  dressing  room:-“af 

last  I know  dressing  room  secrets  ...  and  not 
just  the  make-up  tips  ...  but  the  gossip  too". 

Visit  a ‘Dressing  Service’:- 

“I  could  never  have  imagined 
how  easy  it  can  be  to  enter 
the  world  of  cross-dressing". 

Come  shopping:-  “I  was 

amazed  to  see  how  easily  tran- 
nies can  blend  into  the  crowd". 


Come  clubbing:-  “unbelievably  compelling  viewing  that 
you  will  want  to  watch  again  and  again". 

Then  in  the  studio  presenter  Laura  asks  ... 

...  “ Tranny  Sex  - Can  we  talk?" 


Available  in  the  USA  from 

Apres  Noir  - 4415  Sonoma  Hwy,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409 
e-mail  bdyaware@ix.netcom  tel  707-539-9740 


These  products 
The  WayOut  Publishing  Co  Ltd  - P. 

www.wayout- 


come  to  you  from 

O.  Box  70,  Enfield  EN1  2AE,  England 
publishing.com 
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Articles  | 

FTM  in  Japan 

An  Interview  with  Masae  Torai 

by  Andrew  Matzner 


asae  Torai,  born  in  1963,  is  a Japanese  female-to- 
male  transsexual  who  almost  single-handedly  galva- 
nized the  FTM  movement  in  his  country.  After  transi- 
tioning in  the  late  1980s,  Masae  began  to  write  regularly  about  transsexuality  for  a Tokyo  drag 
queen  magazine.  His  writing  generated  a lot  of  interest  both  within  and  outside  the  Japanese 
transgender  community,  and  Masae  has  come  to  be  seen  as  an  authority  on  transsexuality  by  the 
mainstream  media  as  well  as  the  Japanese  medical  establishment.  He  has  given  scores  of  inter- 
views to  numerous  publications,  published  two  books  about  his  life  (a  third  is  on  the  way),  and 
lectured  widely  to  various  audiences.  Masae  has  published  FTM  Nippon  [Japan]  magazine  since 
1994,  and  in  1998  began  his  own  publishing  company,  FTM  Nippon  Press.  Also  in  1998,  Masae 
was  chosen  as  FTM  International's  Man  of  the  Year,  in  recognition  of  his  untiring  work  for  the 
Japanese  transgender  community. 

Recently  I corresponded  in  English  with  Masae  by  email,  and  asked  him  the  following 
^ questions: ^ 


ANDREW  MATZNER:  Why  did 

you  start  the  FTM  Nippon  newsletter? 
What  goals  did  you  have  when  you 
began? 

MASAE  TORAI:  In  1987,  I told 
Japanese  people  I was  an  FTM 
transsexual  on  television  and  in  mag- 
azines. Hundreds  of  letters  flooded 
in  to  me  from  kindred  spirits.  I was 
answering  every  single  letter,  and 
gradually  it  became  too  much  work. 
In  1989,  I went  to  San  Francisco  for 
my  bottom  surgery  and  found  the 
FTM  Newsletter,  which  was 
published  at  that  time  by  Mr.  Louis 
Sullivan.  And  so  I got  the  idea  I 
could  do  the  same  thing  for  Japanese 
trannies,  to  help  them  find  friends  at 
the  places  where  each  of  them  were 
living.  And  so  I started  FTM  Nippon 
in  1994.  My  goals  ...  I had  no  idea 
then.  And  I still  don't  have  any 
particular  idea.  But  I'll  continue  the 
magazine  until  I am  70  years  old.  It's 


my  life  work. 

AM:  What  challenges  has  the 

newsletter  faced  in  the  past? 

MT:  When  I started  publishing,  I quit 
my  job.  I was  a factory  worker, 
though  I really  wanted  to  be  a writer. 
Since  I don't  have  a strong  body,  I 
couldn't  do  my  job  and  the  publishing 
both.  FTM  Nippon  was  a money-pit  at 
first;  it  ate  all  my  savings.  I was 
suffering  from  poverty.  Really!  I had 
to  pay  back  the  debt  of  my  surgery, 
too.  I was  able  to  handle  it  only 
because  I was  able  to  get  another 
loan  to  pay  off  that  first  debt. 

A problem  I have  at  present  is 
that  people  have  come  to  know  me  as 
a writer  and  I'm  getting  offers  for 
writing  jobs — but  both  my  parents 
are  sick  and  I have  to  take  care  of 
them  all  by  myself.  I'm  their  only 
child  and  we  haven't  told  any  rela- 
tives about  my  transition,  so  we  can't 


ask  anyone  to  help — and  we  can't 
afford  to  hire  someone  to  help,  either. 
It's  difficult  to  find  time  to  publish 
FTM  Nippon.  Sure,  there  are  many 
friends  who  want  to  help,  and  I real- 
ly thank  them,  but  there  still  isn't 
enough  time.  But  I have  no  com- 
plaints. FTM  Nippon  is  not  just 
volunteer  work  or  political  action, 
but  my  job.  It  supports  me  and  other 
people  as  well.  I can't  just  stop. 

AM:  Why  is  the  FTM  Nippon 
newsletter  so  important? 

MT:  First,  as  I told  you,  I was  think- 
ing this  could  be  the  main  message 
board  for  Japanese  trannies.  Like 
Transgender  Tapestry  magazine.  I've 
been  printing  letters  from  readers. 
However,  the  number  of  people  who 
want  to  write  their  own  articles  is 
growing,  so  it's  changing  from  just  a 
message  board  to  a place  where  peo- 
ple can  express  their  opinions.  I 
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think  both  are  important — to  find 
the  same  kind  of  people  in  our  neigh- 
borhood and  to  express  our  own 
selves  to  everyone. 

AM:  What  kinds  of  articles  are  in  the 
newsletter? 

MT:  Well,  for  example,  how  to  make 
a fake  penis,  how  to  overcome  mental 
suffering,  how  to  pass  as  male,  the 
present  situation  of  the  community, 
and  so  on.  The  main  pages  are 
always  Friend  Wanted  or  Lover 
Wanted. 

AM:  How  many  subscribers  do  you 
have? 

MT:  There  are  326  people  now.  You 
know,  Japan  is  as  small  as  the  state  of 
California,  so  I think  this  number  is 
amazing. 

AM:  Do  you  get  a lot  of  mail  from 
young  FTMs?  What  kinds  of  things 
do  they  ask?  And  how  do  you 
answer? 

MT:  They  just  want  to  find  kindred 
spirits  or  get  the  address  of  doctors 
who  will  treat  them  seriously.  I 
recommend  they  subscribe  to  FTM 
Nippon  to  find  friends  who  live  near 
them,  and  I send  them  lists  of 
doctors. 

AM:  Why  did  you  decide  to  create 
FTM  Nippon  Press?  What  are  your 
future  plans  with  it? 

MT:  Well,  it's  an  extension  of  FTM 
Nippon.  I find  many  talented  writers 
among  the  people  who  send  their 
work  to  FTM  Nippon.  They  need  a 
place  to  express  themselves  safely. 
They're  afraid  of  being  outed  as 
trannies  when  they  try  to  become 
professional  writers.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  they  want  to  show  their  talent 
to  the  world!  So  I publish  them,  and 
I'm  even  able  to  pay  them  a little. 
They  can  feel  safe  because  nobody 
need  know  their  private  information. 
Of  course,  I don't  tell  anything  to 
anyone.  However,  if  their  work  really 
has  power,  other  publishers  may  ask 


me  to  introduce  the  writer  to 
him/her.  I'll  ask  the  writer  first  and 
leave  the  decision  up  to  him.  In  this 
way,  I hope  many  trans-writers  can 
get  their  start  at  FTM  Nippon  Press 
and  move  on  to  show  the  world  that 
we're  talented  people. 

AM:  What  books  have  you  pub- 
lished? 

MT:  A poem  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  TG/TS  issues,  written  by  an 
FTM;  four  novels  by  MTFs  and 
FTMs;  and  one  non-fiction  book  I 
wrote  called,  Keanu  Reeves!  Why  Do  I 
Like  Him?  This  one  is  in  English,  so 
you  can  read  it.  It's  not  only  about 
Keanu,  but  also  about  my  life  as  well. 

Anyway,  I publish  works  by 
TG/TS  people,  or  books  which  have 
something  to  do  with  us.  I saw  James 
Green  this  summer  and  he  gave  me 
his  works  to  translate  and  publish 
here  in  Japan.  I'm  translating  them 
now.  It's  fine  work. 

AM:  What  was  the  media  and  public 
reaction  to  your  books  I Who  Became 
a Man  From  a Woman,  and  its  follow- 
up, A Record  of  a Certain  Transsexual ? 
Why  did  you  decide  to  write  them  in 
the  first  place? 

MT:  It  was  four  years  ago.  How  was 
I feeling  then?  I wanted  to  write 
fiction,  but  the  publisher  Seikyu-Sha 
said  I should  write  about  myself 
first,  so  I did.  It's  almost  as  if  I did  it 
for  business  reasons.  But  the  readers 
and  the  scholars  who  are  studying 
Gender  Identity  Disorder  welcomed 
it  very  much.  People  in  the  media 
knew  about  me  long  before  my  first 
book  was  published,  so  they  didn't 
react  so  much,  but  the  readers  who 
are  trannies  sent  me  almost  a thou- 
sand letters.  In  one  letter  a person 
wrote,  "I  was  thinking  of  cutting  my 
wrists  last  night  because  I'm  tired  of 
this  FTM  life...  but  I found  your  book 
today  and  read  it  through  all  day! 
Now  I know  I'm  not  alone,  and  I can 
do  what  you  did!  You  saved  my  life. 
Thank  you  very  much."  After  I read 
this,  I thought,  "I  really  wrote  a good 
book."  The  book  was  also  translated 


into  Chinese. 

So  I wrote  another  one,  A Record 
of  a Certain  Transsexual.  Both  are  auto- 
biographies, and  also  express  my 
thanks  to  the  United  States,  where  I 
had  my  surgery.  After  writing  A 
Record,  I felt  I had  written  all  I had  to 
write.  I do  hope  what  I write  will  be 
useful  for  my  tranny  readers. 

My  seventh  book  will  be  pub- 
lished in  Japan  soon.  It's  about  the 
trip  I took  to  San  Francisco  in  the 
summer  of  1999.  The  title  is  My 
Transgender  Friends.  I appreciated  the 
friendship  from  San  Francisco's 
MTF/FTM  communities  soooo 
much  I couldn't  help  writing  about 
them.  Of  course,  I respected  their 
privacy.  Everyone  gave  permission, 
so  there  are  so  many  pictures  in  the 
book.  I hope  you  can  read  it!  Then 
you'll  know  how  much  I love  all  of 
you  and  the  USA. 

AM:  How  do  Japanese  laws  affect 
transsexuals?  And  what  is  the  cur- 
rent situation  with  transsexual 
surgery  in  Japan? 

MT:  I don't  think  there  are  laws  here 
which  affect  transsexuals,  but  before 
the  first  transsexual  surgery  we  were 
worried  about  laws  which  prohibit 
castration  without  reason.  Now 
because  of  the  GID  diagnosis  it's  OK 
to  have  surgery.  However,  we  still 
cannot  change  our  gender  on  legal 
papers.  We  need  a new  law  to  let  us 
change  our  legal  status. 

As  far  as  surgery,  the  very  first 
official  one  was  done  in  1998,  and  at 
this  point,  in  December  1999,  about 
five  have  already  been  completed.  I 
think  things  are  really  going  our  way. 
Surgery  is  being  done  only  at  one 
university — but  that's  changing,  too. 
Another  university  will  start  in  2000. 

AM:  How  has  the  Japanese  media 
treated  this  issue? 


MT:  At  first  they  were  excited.  I had 
to  talk  about  transsexualism  to 
almost  100  media  people  in  one 
week!  However,  now  they've  almost 
completely  lost  interest.  This  is  good 
for  the  patients,  because  the  patients 
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really  care  about  their  privacy,  but 
we  need  to  use  the  media  wisely  to 
make  Japanese  people  remember  this 
issue  all  the  time,  so  we  can  get  real 
rights.  We're  thinking  a lot  about 
how  to  do  that.  You'll  see. 

AM:  How  does  the  media  write 
about  transgender  stories  in  general? 
Do  reporters  write  about  FTM  stories 
differently  from  MTF  ones? 

MT:  I think  they  treat  us  the  same 
regardless  of  who  they  write  about. 
They  used  to  write  about  us  as  freaks 
who  chose  to  live  as  we  did.  Some 
people  loved  us  as  clowns;  they  had 
never  treated  us  seriously.  So  they 
didn't  hate  us — for  who  hates  a 
clown?  But  now  the  media  writes 
about  us  as  patients  to  be  pitied, 
since  we  have  GID,  and  so  people 
tend  to  see  us  as  having  some  sort  of 
disorder  we  can't  help.  Therefore 
they're  quite  gentle  towards  us,  I 
think.  I still  think  there's  something 
wrong  with  the  way  people  view  us, 
but  challenging  the  legitimacy  of 
GID  right  now  could  be  dangerous, 
because  all  of  these  treatments  for  us 
just  recently  got  started.  I for  one  feel 
that  the  Christian  countries  are  very 
severe  against  us,  but  Buddhist  coun- 
tries are  rather  mild. 


AM:  Please  tell  me  a little  bit  about 
the  FTM  community  in  Japan.  How 
do  you  think  it's  changed  in  the  past 
ten  years? 


MT:  I don't  think  I know  any  partic- 
ular FTM  community.  We  always  act 
together.  I mean,  we  are  a MTF/ FTM 
mixed  community.  However,  the 
newsletter  which  I publish  is  FTM 
Nippon,  and  its  readers  sometimes 
want  a FTM-only  group.  So  I may 
start  a small  group  in  the  near  future. 
Oh,  yes,  there  are  several  websites 
run  by  FTMs.  They're  our  hope,  too. 

Almost  every  noticeable  action 
in  our  transgender  community  was 
started  after  1996,  when  the  issue  of 
SRS  first  arose  in  Japan.  So  this 
community  is  really  new,  but  we 
have  thousands  of  years  of  history  of 
transgenderism  in  this  country,  for 


example,  Kabuki  and  other  arts.  It 
makes  Japan  a wacky  and  hopeful 
country  about  this  issue,  I think. 

AM:  What  kind  of  job  opportunities 
are  available  for  transgendered 
people? 

MT:  It  depends.  We  have  traditional 
bars  where  MTF/ FTMs  can  be  hosts 
and  hostesses,  but  usually  FTMs 
don't  work  at  those  kinds  of  bars. 
Instead  they  work  as  male  temporary 
workers.  MTFs,  I'm  afraid  to  say, 
have  little  choice  other  than  working 
at  the  bars,  because  it's  difficult  for 
them  to  conceal  their  body  shapes 
and  voices.  So  it's  hard  for  them  to 
get  other  kinds  of  work.  In  general, 
for  both  FTMs  and  MTFs  it's  really 
hard  to  get  hired  as  regular  workers 
because  we  have  to  show  the  compa- 
nies our  legal  papers,  which  show 
our 

original  genders.  However,  the 
number  of  trannies  who  are  working 
as  regular  workers  is  increasing.  The 
administrators  are  gradually  getting 
to  understand  our  situations. 

AM:  Speaking  of  increased  under- 
standing, you've  been  giving  talks 
about  transgenderism  for  some  time 
now.  Can  you  tell  me  how  that  came 
about? 

MT:  Well,  because  I've  been  a core 
member  of  Trans  Net  Japan  [the 
biggest  support  group  in  Japan  for 
both  MTF/ FTMs],  I often  give  talks 
there  when  we  have  big  conferences 
or  meetings.  Also,  I joined  the  Japan 
Institute  for  Research  in  Education 
and  Culture  of  Human  Sexuality. 
This  is  a huge  organization  consisting 
of  people  involved  with  sex  educa- 
tion. Many  schools  ask  me  to  talk 
about  transgenderism  in  their  classes. 
Also,  because  I have  written  seven 
books  so  far  that  are  in  some  way  or 
another  related  to  this  issue,  there  are 
many  groups  of  citizens  who,  having 
read  them,  invite  me  to  lecture  at 
their  meetings. 

When  I lecture,  I talk  about  my 
life  history.  I'm  not  a logical  guy 
at  all,  and  can't  talk  about  difficult 


topics,  so  I always  talk  about  the 
real  experiences  of  my  friends  and  I. 
People  like  hearing  about  them  very 
much.  Different  people  see  the  topics 
in  different  ways.  Some  people  think 
that  what  I am  talking  about  is 
dramatic  nonfiction,  while  others  see 
it  as  a medical  or  legal  or  educational 
issue.  It  depends  on  the  kind  of  work 
they  do.  In  Japan,  the  teachers  are 
especially  enthusiastic  about  under- 
standing transgenderism.  I think  this 
is  important,  because  if  they  teach 
their  students  the  right  things  about 
this  issue,  the  students  will  not 
discriminate  against  us.  I believe  in 
the  power  of  education,  so  I prefer 
talking  to  the  teachers. 


AM:  As  we  enter  the  new  millennium, 
what  are  the  new  goals  and 
challenges  for  you  and  FTM  Nippon ? 


MT:  I want  to  change  my  gender  on 
my  legal  papers.  We  can't  do  that  at 
this  time.  To  accomplish  that.  I'll 
fight  with  my  comrades.  I think  we'll 
win  within  five  years  or  so.  After 
that.  I'd  like  to  make  FTM  Nippon 
Press  bigger,  hire  more  talented 
FTMs,  and  do  more  publishing.  Also, 
I hope  to  communicate  with  other 
Asian  trannies  and  also  Western 
ones.  I have  a lot  of  friends  in  the 
United  States,  especially  in  San 
Francisco.  And  when  I learn  exactly 
how  FTMs  are  working  to  unite  their 
community  in  San  Francisco,  I plan 
to  try  to  do  the  same  thing  for 
trannies  all  over  the  world. 


FTM  Nippon  is  a Japanese  language 
magazine.  However,  Masae  speaks  and 
writes  excellent  English.  To  contact  him, 
please  write  to: 


FTM  Nippon 
Adachi-ku 

Adachi-Nishi  Post  Office 


123-0845  JAPAN 

Email:  <ftmjapan@mve.biglobe.ne.jp> 
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This  article  was  originally  published  in 
Hawaii's  Da  Kine  Magazine. 

"I  JUST  WANT  TO  BE  A 
SWEET  YOUNG  GIRL ...  NOT  A 

sex  object  or  this  thing  called  a trans- 
gender. Why  won't  they  let  me  just 
be  who  I am?"  writes  "Lei,"  a 
Nanakuli  transgendered  teenage 
boy.  "Cindy"  from  Wai'anae  writes, 
"I  feel  ...  I'm  inside  a metal  box.  It's 
hot  and  scary  ...  All  I want  for  [family 
and  teachers]  is  to  stop  yelling  and 
banging  on  the  box.  I'm  scared  and 
alone,  why  do  they  want  to  tear  me 
down  to  nothing?" 

Life  is  difficult  for  Hawaii's 
transgender  youth,  but  less  closeted 
than  on  the  mainland.  A 1999  news 


story  reported  that  crossing  gender 
lines  is  more  accepted  here  because 
the  Hawaiian  culture  defines  sexual- 
ity and  gender  more  broadly.  Tracy 
Ryan  of  Hawaii  Transgendered 
Outreach  (HTGO)  reported  in  a 1998 
article  that  it  is  more  common  in 
Hawaii  for  teenagers  to  crossdress 
and  transition  earlier  in  life  than  on 
the  mainland. 

Although  transgender  youth 
under  18  cannot  legally  receive  sex 
change  surgery,  many  teenagers  in 
Hawaii  are  offered  support  at  school, 
change  their  first  names,  seek  coun- 
seling and  hormone  treatment,  as 
well  as  dress  and  interact  in  their 
preferred  gender.  However,  a 1992 
Hawaii  State  task  force  on  GLBT 


youth,  chaired  by  Dr.  Robert 
Bidwell  of  Kapiolani  Medical 
Center,  reported  that  transgender 
youth  are  more  stigmatized  here  and 
less  understood  than  gay  and  bisexual 
youth. 

Teenage  life  can  be  extremely 
tough  just  dealing  with  all  the  bag- 
gage of  adolescence:  add  gender 
identify  conflict  and  life  can  become 
nearly  unbearable.  A recent  AP  news 
story  reported  on  a feminine  high 
school  boy  who  was  recently 
expelled  because  school  board  mem- 
bers found  his  transgender  behavior 
"offensive  to  the  moral  values  of  the 
school."  "Joey,"  a transgender  youth 
at  Farrington  High  School,  has  a 
different  story  to  tell. 
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A teenager  of  great  contrast,  Joey 
desires  to  live  as  a girl  and  recalls  the 
harassment  and  stinging  names 
shouted  at  him  on  the  court  as  the 
volleyball  team  captain.  Faggot. 
Mahu.  An  orphaned  child  from  an 
abusive  family,  he  overcame  many 
barriers  to  become  a champion 
athlete,  a role  model  "good  student 
destined  for  college." 

Most  transgender  youth  in 
Hawaii  find  little  support,  feel  lonely 
and  remain  stigmatized  throughout 
their  teen  years  and  beyond. 
Depression,  anxiety,  and  suicidal 
impulses  can  become  prevailing 
emotions  in  their  lives  and  little  insti- 
tutional support  has  been  available 
to  them.  April  Weiss,  an  outreach 
counselor  at  the  Life  Foundation  in 
Honolulu,  is  changing  all  that.  She 
works  with  youth  and  staff  at 
Farrington  and  Wai'anae  high 
schools,  creating  bridges  of  under- 
standing and  support  so  transgender 
youth  are  embraced  and  made  to  feel 
welcome. 

Through  support  groups  and 
training  sessions,  Weiss  encourages 
the  students,  school  counselors  and 
teachers  alike  to  recognize  transgen- 
der youth  as  being  true  to  themselves 
and  capable  of  succeeding  in  a school 
environment.  April  advises  parents 
and  school  staff  how  to  best  cope 
with  the  gender  changes  in  the  teen: 
"to  acknowledge  their  inner  search, 
stay  calm,  don't  brush  [the  transgen- 
der behavior]  off  as  a stage,"  and  to 
"not  just  teach  tolerance  but  seek  out 
information  and  [professional]  help." 
As  a result,  adults  will  be  better  able 
to  work  with  transgender  youth. 

Dr.  Milton  Diamond,  University 
of  Hawaii  Professor  of  Human 
Sexuality,  promotes  the  acceptance  of 
sexuality  and  gender  variances 
present  in  today's  society.  In  a 1996 
Honolulu  Advertiser  article.  Dr. 
Diamond  asks  "What  is  a man  and 
what  is  a woman?"  He  challenges 
readers  to  recognize  that  "more 
options  are  needed  other  than  man 
or  woman"  based  on  variances  in  the 
sex  chromosomes,  genitalia,  body 
shape,  and  self  identity.  "Fate  has 
dealt  transsexual  individuals  [among 
others]  a difficult  enough  hand  to 
play."  He  concludes  that  laws  and 
social  norms  should,  "in  compassion 


and  justice  help  alleviate  and  not 
make  life  more  difficult  for  these 
people." 

The  challenge  now  for  transgen- 
der youth  in  Hawaii  is  for  them  to 
become  our  future  leaders  who  will 
act  with  compassion  and  embrace 
differences.  As  leaders  of  the  next 
generation,  they  must  inspire  to 
build  a better  society  that  sees 
gender  not  as  forced  choice  or  a 
dichotomy,  but  rather  as  freedom:  a 
wide  spectrum  of  masculine  and 
feminine  expressions  and  a blend  of 
male/ female  traits  and  life  styles.  As 
future  adult  leaders  of  Hawaii,  they 
will  need  to  encourage  youth  and 
adults  alike  to  view  transgender 
youth  not  as  abnormalities,  but  as 
variances  in  the  human  existence, 
and  to  appreciate  the  great  diversity 
of  human  expression. 

▼ 

RESOURCES 

• Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  (PFLAG).  Carolyn 
Golojuch,  808-672-9050. 


• Dr.  Peter  Gay,  Psychologist  808- 
734-0218 

• GLBT  Teen  Support  Group  at 
Harris  Methodist  Church  808-943- 
8877. 

• For  support  groups  in  neighboring 
islands  contact  April  Weiss,  Life 
Foundation  808-521-2437  ext.  245. 

Li  Anne  Taft  resides  in  Honolulu,  where 
she  is  pursuing  a master's  degree  in 
education.  She  is  employed  as  an  office 
operations  supervisor.  She  lectures  at 
area  colleges  on  transgender  issues, 
writes  a monthly  column  for  a local 
magazine,  and  edits  a weekly  transgen- 
der news  listing  for  Hawaii  on  the  web. 
Her  web  sites  are  Gender  Spectrum 
chttp:/ /members.delphi.com/lianew/> 
and 

Transsexual  Women  in  Sports  Forum 

<http:/ / forums.delphi.com/wwwdel- 
phicom821  /startx 

Li  Anne  can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at 

<Lwaioli@cs.com 


Plane  Ellabom  UCSW 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  their  partners  and  families 

• Over  20  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral 
to  medical  and  supportive  resources 

• Long-distance  gender  consultations 
and  therapy  available  by  phone 

• Located  in  Framingham,  MA 

• MasterCard  and  Visa  now  accepted 

508-788-5406 
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Trivializing  and  Silencing  Transgender  People  in  Queer  Media 


Transgender  people,  long  marginalized  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  and  "written  out"  of  its  history,  have  been  making 
a modest  comeback  in  recent  years.  Many  queer  organizations 
routinely  recognize  our  presence  through  the  use  of  such  phrases  as 
"the  GLBT  community"  to  describe  their  missions  or  constituencies; 
that  some  of  these  "natives"  might  be  capable  of  uttering  words 
comprehensible  to  civilized  people  too  often  seems  beyond  the 
imagination  of  the  "normalized"  queer  writer.  Funny,  gays  and 
lesbians  were  seen  in  just  such  terms,  not  so  long  ago  .... 


Both  this  renewed  visibility  and 
its  problems  are  reflected  in  a recent 
work  of  queer  history,  Dudley 
Clendinen  and  Adam  Nagourney's 
book.  Out  for  Good:  The  Struggle  to 
Build  a Gay  Rights  Movement  in 
America  (Simon  & Schuster,  1999) 
which  covers  the  period  from  the  late 
1960's  until  the  late  1980's. 

Clendinen  and  Nagourney  pay 
serious  attention  to  many  of  the 
controversies  over  the  place  of  trans- 
gender people  in  the  queer 
movement  over  the  last  30  years. 
Unfortunately,  they  treat  us  largely 
as  a disempowered,  voiceless 
"other,"  passive  objects  of  history 
rather  than  subjects. 

DAYS  OF  FURY 

By  many  accounts,  1973  was  a 
difficult  year  for  transgender  queers: 
a rising  tide  of  separatism  in  the 
lesbian/  feminist  movements  culmi- 
nated in  an  explosion  of  hatred  and 
hysteria  at  the  West  Coast  Lesbian 
Conference  in  Los  Angeles  in  April; 
two  months  later,  similar  tensions 
erupted  at  the  New  York  City  Pride 
March. 


Out  for  Good  gives  a compelling 
picture  of  these  events:  in  L.A.,  Beth 
Elliott,  a lesbian  male-to-female 
transsexual,  one  of  the  conference 
organizers,  was  scheduled  to  sing  as 
part  of  the  conference's  opening 
ceremonies.  She  had  been  at  the 
center  of  a bitter  dispute  over  her 
transsexuality  in  the  San  Francisco 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  Bilitis  in 
late  1972. 

Elliott  is  a fascinating  figure; 
unfortunately,  Clendinen  and 
Nagourney  seem  oblivious  to  the  pos- 
sibility that  she  might  have  had  some- 
thing of  value  to  contribute  to  their 
account.  She  is  not  quoted  in  Out  for 
Good,  and  she  says  that  they  never 
interviewed  her.  By  her  own  recollec- 
tion, she  is  the  first  "out"  transsexual 
lesbian  feminist.  She  transitioned  at 
the  age  of  19,  and  soon  thereafter  was 
invited  to  join  the  Bay  area  Daughters 
of  Bilitis  chapter — at  that  point,  the 
membership  felt  her  transsexuality 
was  not  a disqualification. 

"Wanting  to  make  the  freedom  I 
was  experiencing  safer  and  available 
to  more  women,"  she  says,  she  began 
doing  volunteer  work  at  the  chap- 
ter's office.  After  several  months,  in 


by  Donna  Cartwright 

the  fall  of  1971,  she  was  elected  Vice- 
President  in  a two-candidate  race. 

In  the  summer  of  '72,  however, 
trouble  appeared  in  the  form  of 
lesbian  separatists  who  began  to 
press  their  perspective  on  the  chapter 
as  a whole.  Tensions  rose  over  various 
issues,  from  Elliott's  transsexuality  to 
demands  that  the  editor  of  the  chap- 
ter newsletter  be  brought  under  offi- 
cial oversight.  In  the  fall  of  that  year, 
Elliott  ran  for  re-election  as  Vice- 
President  and  was  defeated  in  a cam- 
paign in  which  her  transgender  his- 
tory may  have  been  a tacit  issue.  A 
few  months  later,  in  a separate  vote, 
transsexuals  were  ruled  ineligible  for 
membership. 

Out  for  Good  skews  history  a bit 
in  its  account  of  the  struggle  in  the 
San  Francisco  D.O.B.  The  book  says 
Elliott's  "demand  to  be  admitted  into 
the  San  Francisco  chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  Bilitis  had  torn  the 
group  apart.  The  D.O.B.  had  devoted 
eighteen  months  to  arguing  about 
whether  there  was  a place  in  the 
Daughters  of  Bilitis  for  a transsexual, 
before  finally  and  bitterly  voting 
'No'." 

But  Elliott's  account,  which  is 
supported  by  a look  at  back  copies  of 
Sisters,  the  San  Francisco  D.O.B. 's 
magazine,  is  rather  different.  The 
battle  took  up  at  most  a few  months, 
not  18,  and  it  was  not  over  her 
"demand  to  be  admitted,"  but  over 
her  expulsion. 

Perhaps  Clendinen  and 
Nagourney  relied  on  the  recollection 
of  someone  involved  in  the  conflict, 
decades  after  the  fact.  All  the  more 
reason  to  have  balanced  their  sources. 
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Not  that  this  incident  is  exactly 
unknown  territory  for  queer  writers. 
Pat  Califia,  in  her  book  Sex  Changes 
(1997)  quotes  a member  of  the  chap- 
ter who  "had  actually  been  present  at 
the  stormy  meeting  where  [Elliott] 
was  ousted  ... 

"This  doesn't  feel  okay  to  me/ 
she  said.  'She  worked  harder  than 
anyone  else  in  D.O.B.  She  gave  a lot 
to  that  organization.  There  was  no 
good  reason  to  kick  her  out.  She 
hadn't  done  anything  wrong  except 
be  a transsexual.  You  wouldn't 
believe  some  of  the  vile  and  vicious 
things  other  women  said  to  her.  And 
she  just  sat  and  listened  to  all  of  it, 
kept  her  dignity  and  answered  them 
back  without  losing  her  temper  or 
calling  anybody  names/" 

A few  months  later,  some  of 
Elliott's  enemies  in  the  San  Francisco 
battle  attended  the  conference  in  L.  A. 
and  created  an  uproar  when  she 
went  on  stage  to  sing.  They  demand- 
ed that  she  leave,  the  performance 
was  brought  to  a halt,  and  the  issue 
was  debated  for  hours  and  ultimate- 
ly put  to  a vote. 

Out  for  Good  says  there  was  a 
slim  majority  in  favor  of  allowing 
Elliott  to  sing,  but  according  to 
contemporary  sources,  the  margin 
was  overwhelming.  Barbara 
McLean's  "Diary  of  a Mad 
Organizer"  in  the  Lesbian  Tide  confer- 
ence issue  says  the  women  voted 
three  to  one  to  hear  Elliott,  while  The 
Advocate  (May  9,  1973)  also  calls  the 
vote  "overwhelming.''  The  separatists 
and  some  others  in  the  audience 
walked  out.  According  to  The 


Advocate,  Elliott  later  received  a 
standing  ovation  from  "most  of  the 
1,200  women  present." 

The  next  day,  Robin  Morgan,  the 
writer  and  editor  who  later  became  a 
leading  figure  in  the  rightward  drift 
of  radical  feminism,  devoted  part  of 
her  keynote  address  to  a vicious, 
hateful  attack  on  transgender 
women.  In  it,  she  suggested  that  we 
enjoy  being  harassed  on  the  street 
(doesn't  that  sound  sickeningly 
familiar?),  said  that  we  "parody 
female  oppression,"  accused  us  of 
"leeching  off  women"  and  demanded 
that  we  be  excluded  from  women's 
space. 

In  a three-page  account  of  the 
controversy  at  the  conference.  Out  for 
Good  quotes  Morgan  at  length,  and, 
somewhat  more  briefly,  Jeanne 
Cordova  (editorial  coordinator  of 
Lesbian  Tide  and  an  organizer  of  the 
conference)  in  Elliott's  defense.  But 
neither  Elliott  nor  any  other  transsex- 
ual is  quoted;  are  we  not  up  to  speak- 
ing for  ourselves?  Elliott  still  lives  in 
California,  and  eventually  managed 
to  become  active  again  in  the  lesbian 
and  leather  communities;  surely  she 
might  have  been  asked  about  her 
feelings  concerning  that  day.  And  it 
is  not  exactly  a daunting  task  to 
reach  her;  this  writer  managed  it 
without  great  difficulty. 

And  Out  for  Good  is  not  exactly 
neutral  in  tone.  In  addition  to  the 
factual  errors  and  omissions,  consider 
this  description  of  Elliott:  "She  might 
have  been  the  only  woman  in  the 
room  wearing  a skirt  or  a gown — 
except  for  the  fact  that  Beth  Elliott 


wasn't  a woman.  Beth  Elliott  was  a 
preoperative  transsexual,  a man  in 
the  process  of  trying  to  become  a 
woman,  who,  to  complicate  things, 
claimed  to  be  a lesbian." 

At  another  point.  Out  for  Good 
refers  to  "the  near-riot  that  Beth 
Elliott  had  caused."  Well,  it  takes 
more  than  one  person  to  cause  a riot, 
and  all  Beth  Elliott  did  was  accept  an 
invitation  to  sing.  It  was  who  she 
was,  not  what  she  said  or  did,  that 
"caused"  the  near-riot. 

Elliott,  who  was  also  a founding 
member  of  the  Alice  B.  Toklas 
Democratic  Club  and  who  played  an 
active  role  in  the  California 
Committee  for  Sexual  Law  Reform, 
paints  an  interesting  picture  of  the 
early  post-Stonewall  queer  move- 
ment. She  says  that  many  lesbians 
"judged  individual  transsexual 
women  on  the  content  of  their 
character,"  adding  that  "there  were  a 
lot  of  lesbians  who  had  no  interest  in 
the  legendary  political  correctness  of 
the  1970's." 

She  also  notes  that  many  of  the 
early-70's  lesbian  communities  were 
"very  sex-positive  ...  and  the  'sex 
purity'  movement  never  managed  to 
control  the  lesbian  community  as  a 
whole.  Yet  this  stereotype  has  been 
used  to  manipulate  lesbians  unaware 
that  they  have  a right  to  claim  a 
heritage  of  sexual  sophistication." 


Take  A Walk  On  The  Wildside 
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Fully  stocked  Crossdresser's  Boutique 
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Tom  (Roxy)  Sloan  Vice- President 
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Gender  Identity  Disorders 
(TV/TS) 

Individuals 
Marriage  and  Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N 
Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 

908-722-9884 

fax:  908-722-0666 


website  www.wtldside.org 
email  info@wildside.org 


Transgender  Tapestry  #91  • 31 


Barely  two  months  after  the  Los 
Angeles  conference,  the  issue  of 
transgender  legitimacy  again  boiled 
to  the  surface  in  a bitter  clash  at  the 
New  York  City  Gay  Pride  Parade. 
According  to  Out  for  Good,  Jean 
O'Leary,  a lesbian-feminist  activist 
who  intensely  disliked  "men  who 
dressed  up  as  women,"  demanded 
time  at  the  concluding  rally  to  read  a 
statement  denouncing  transvestites 
(apparently  for  tactical  reasons,  it 
was  focused  on  those  who  per- 
formed professionally).  There  was  a 
bitter,  impromptu  debate  between 
O'Leary,  a leader  of  Lesbian 
Feminist  Liberation,  and  Sylvia 
Rivera  and  Lee  Brewster,  two  lead- 
ing transgender  activists  at  the  time. 
The  rally  degenerated  into  a "near- 
brawl," with  men  and  women 
jostling  each  other  in  the  crowd. 

In  their  five-page  account  of  the 
incident,  Clendinen  and  Nagourney 
do  quote  from  Rivera's  and  Brew- 
ster's speeches.  But  the  narrative  is 
tinged  with  condescension.  The 
authors  dwell  on  Rivera's  "bizarre" 
appearance,  and  Brewster's  "thick 
eye  makeup"  and  "lush  blond  wig." 
Both  are  referred  to  as  "he"  through- 
out. And  much  more  attention  is 
given  to  O'Leary's  feelings  about  the 
issue  than  to  those  of  Rivera  and 
Brewster. 

...  AND  THE  DAMAGE  DONE 

In  addition  to  lesbian  and  femi- 
nist separatism,  other  forces  were 
also  at  work  to  exclude  transgender 
people  from  the  queer  movement. 
For  some  gay  and  lesbian  political 
activists,  transgender  people  were  an 
embarrassment,  a political  liability. 
As  they  accommodated  toward  the 
"mainstream,"  we  became  expend- 
able. 

In  the  spring  of  1975,  gay  rights 
were  on  the  agenda  of  the  Minnesota 
state  legislature.  But  the  main  gay 
rights  bill  did  not  protect  transgender 
people,  an  omission  that  led  to  a split 
in  gay  rights  forces  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  a second,  trans-inclusive  bill 
by  State  Representative  Arne 


Carlson.  Eventually,  both  bills  were 
killed.  It  was  not  until  1993  that  this 
defeat  was  reversed,  with  the  adop- 
tion of  a trans-inclusive  gay  civil 
rights  law. 

In  a three-page  account  of  the 
1975  Minnesota  struggle,  Clendinen 
and  Nagourney  primarily  quote 
opponents  of  trans-inclusion,  and  to 
a lesser  extent,  gay  advocates  for 
transgender  rights.  But  no  transgen- 
der people  are  allowed  any  say  about 
the  battle.  And  their  description  of  us 
"gender  queers"  virtually  drips  with 
condescension.  There  are  "men  in 
rouge  and  bonnets"  in  the  galleries, 
and  "a  chorus  of  men  in  makeup  and 
dresses"  who  "poured  into  the  halls 
of  the  Minnesota  State  House," 
"invading  a ladies  room"  and  "terri- 
fying some  of  the  women  in  it...." 

Similar  references  are  scattered 
throughout  the  text.  It  seems  that 
Clendinen  and  Nagourney,  like  other 
writers  who  patronize  transpeople, 
are  under  the  impression  that  we 
have  our  bladders  removed... 

An  examination  of  Drag,  a New 
York  magazine  that  was  edited  by 


Brewster  for  the  first  half  of  the  '70's, 
gives  a rather  poignant  picture  of  the 
effect  of  these  attacks.  From  its  first 
issue  in  1970,  Drag  appeared  to  see 
transsexuals,  transvestites  and  other 
gender-variant  people  as  a distinct 
sub-culture  of  the  queer  community. 
It  reports  on  hate  crimes,  civil  rights 
initiatives  and  other  political  issues. 
About  half  of  its  1973  post-Pride 
March  issue  (Vol.  2 #11)  is  devoted  to 
the  march  and  the  controversy  over- 
transgender participation.  By  1975, 
Drag  was  reporting  on  controversies 
all  over  the  country,  from  that  year's 
New  York  Pride  March  to  the 
Minnesota  legislative  controversy; 
by  then,  the  tide  seemed  to  be 
running  more  strongly  against 
inclusion.  In  the  late  70's,  Drag's  tone 
became  less  serious  and  political, 
until  it  ceased  publication  in  1980. 

For  Elliott,  the  climate  in 
Northern  California  lesbian  circles 
became  much  chillier  in  the  years 
after  the  Los  Angeles  conference. 
Although  she  had  positive  experi- 
ences with  individual  lesbians,  she 
says,  "I  looked  over  my  shoulder  a 
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lot."  In  the  Bay  area,  she  adds,  "polit- 
ical things  were  off  limits"  for  her. 

Why  this  increasingly  hostile 
atmosphere?  A look  at  the  political 
context  of  the  mid-'70's  is  suggestive. 
As  the  gay/lesbian  community 
struggled  to  cope  with  an  increasing- 
ly conservative  and  homophobic 
political  environment,  inward-turning 
attitudes  gained  ground.  Along  with 
other  progressive 

trends  that  originat- 
ed in  the  1960's,  the 
queer  liberation 

movement  became 
exhausted.  Hope  for 
a broad,  radical 
transformation  of 
American  society 
faded  and  was 
replaced  by  an 
emphasis  on  purity, 
the  exclusion  of  peo- 
ple and  groups  who 
were  embarrassing 
or  just  "different," 
and  a retreat  from 
engagement  with  the 
outer  world.  In  this 
environment,  trans- 
phobia flourished. 

This  trend  affect- 
ed the  women's 
movement  as  well. 

The  late  '70's  saw  a 
narrowing  focus  on 
pornography  as  the 
fight  for  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment 
stalled.  By  the  early 
'80's,  the  "sex  wars" 
erupted  in  the  femi- 
nist community,  and 
the  acceptance  of 
censorship  as  a valid 
goal  was  accompa- 
nied by  increasing 
suspicion  directed  at 
the  sexual  fringes. 

The  exclusion  of 
transgender  people  from  queer  com- 
munities was  part  of  a larger  trend. 
In  a period  of  growing  right-wing 
attack  and  declining  radicalism,  the 
gay  and  lesbian  movement  turned  on 
itself.  After  "gender  queers"  were 
purged,  other  "undesirables" 


list  of  all  the  major  characters"  who 
appear  in  it.  This  "Cast  of  Characters 
and  Interviewees"  is  instructive:  of 
all  the  transgender  characters  in  the 
book,  none  is  listed  as  having  been 
interviewed.  Elliott  is  not  mentioned 
at  all,  even  though  she  is  in  the  index; 


(leather  queers,  butch-femme 
lesbians)  came  under  increasing 
attack.  Only  as  the  AIDS  crisis  inten- 
sified in  the  late  1980's,  bringing  a 
new  wave  of  grass-roots  activism, 
was  this  unhealthy  process  reversed. 

At  the  end  of  Out  for  Good  is  a 
20-page  "log  of  the  taped  interviews 
conducted  by  the  authors  in  prepara- 
tion of  this  history,  combined  with  a 


Sylvia  Rivera  is  listed  as  a character 
but  not  as  having  been  interviewed. 
Lee  Brewster,  who  at  the  time  of  the 
Out  For  Good's  publication  was  still 
running  a boutique  in  lower 
Manhattan,  is  not  listed,  either  as  a 
character  or  an  interviewee. 

There  is  one  transgender  person 
in  this  section:  Susan  Kimberly, 
former  president  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota  City  Council, 
who  later  underwent 
male-to-female  sex 
change  surgery,  was 
interviewed  four  times. 
But  she  is  not  listed  in 
the  index,  and  to  the 
best  of  this  writer's 
recollection,  never 
appears  in  the  narra- 
tive. A minor  mystery. 

Clendinen  and  Nag- 
ourney  have  examined 
the  transgender  contro- 
versies of  the  '70's  and 
'80's  at  some  length, 
but  not  in  a balanced  or 
fair  way.  Treating  one 
segment  of  the  queer 
community  as  voice- 
less and  beyond  the 
pale  is  a political  act, 
and  a wrong  one. 

Despite  the  assump- 
tions of  many  "main- 
streaming"  gays  and 
lesbians,  driving  out  or 
marginalizing  those 
who  are  "out  on  the 
edge"  does  not  help 
our  movement.  We  are 
strongest  when  we  are 
united  and  inclusive. 
Exclusion  and  sepa- 
ratism are  symptoms  of 
weakness,  not  strength, 
and  rarely  work.  A 
good  step  in  the  right 
direction  would  be  for 
queer  historians  to  pay 
due  respect  to  the  experiences  and 
memory  of  all  segments  of  our 
community,  including  that  of  trans- 
gender people. 
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Pn i I "Natalie"  Powell  stands  on  his  property  in 
rural  suburbi-a  in  Cplumbia,  Missouri  where  she 
and  a gjo-uprof  residents  live  commuaally  and 
where  s.he  hd^  gardened  and  farmed  for  years. 


PHOTO  ESSAY  AND  INTERVIEW 
BY  ANGELA  JIMENEZ 


NATALIE  (PHIL)  POWELL  lives  in 
Columbia,  a college  town  of  75,000  in 
the  middle  of  Missouri.  For  the  past 
several  years,  Natalie  has  been  cross- 
dressing. After  several  marriages  and 
children,  travel  and  work  organic 
farming,  she  has  built  her  own  home 
and  created  a communal  community 
of  residents  in  Columbia.  The  place  is 
affectionately  dubbed  "The  Funny 
Farm."  She  dresses  like  a woman  at 
all  times,  and  has  integrated  her 
transvestitism  into  nearly  every 
aspect  of  life.  Her  gender  evolution 
has  been  a personal  growth  process 
and  she  has  relied  on  the  support  of 
her  community  and  family. 


ANGELA  JIMENEZ:  Describe 
yourself  in  one  sentence. 

NATALIE  (PHIL)  POWELL:  I 

am  a survivor  who  has  worked 
hard  to  recover  my  original, 
deeper  self  - to  find  new  hope 
and  meaning  along  the  road 
called  life. 


AJ:  Do  you 

consider  your- 
self male  or 
female? 

NP:  Since  I 
feel  rebellious 
or  antithetical 
to  the  thinking 
that  divides 
personality 
into  male  or 
female,  I can  say  that  I feel 
more  comfortable  and  identify 
as  a female,  but  certainly  am 
both. 


AJ:  Why  do  you 

"women's''clothing? 


wear 


NP:  Certainly  it  is  a very 
personal  decision,  because  it  is 
hard  won  over  many  years  of 
doubt  and  confusion,  throwing 
off  smoldering  layers  of  repres- 
sion. Shifting  gender  identity 
requires  overcoming  many 
roadblocks,  parental  and  soci- 
etal messages,  personal  fears, 
etc.  But  it  is  also  a political  act 
because  it  threatens  certain 
men,  can  be  a litmus  test  for 
prejudice  and  intolerance,  and 
therefore  involves  some  person- 
al risk. 


Natalie  and  Alexander,  one  of  several  resi- 
dents who  live  communally  on  her  property, 
collect  rocks  in  a wheelbarrow. 


NP:  I wear  "women's"  clothing 
because  in  doing  so  I feel 
congruent  with  how  I feel 
inside,  as  a female  oriented  per- 
son and  I love  the  way  that 
skirty  and  dresses,  shoes,  etc. 
make  me  feel  and  shape  my 
consciousness,  daily  life  and 
perception  by  others.  Only 
women's  clothes  are  divese 
enough  to  encompass  my 
artistry,  my  sense  of  fashion 
and  comunication  to  the  world 
around  me. 

AJ:  Is  your  gender  identity  a 
personal  decision  or  a political 
act? 
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Lipstick  and  a dress  are  part  of  Natalie’s  costume  for  a Halloween 
party  at  the  Farm,  although  she  dresses  like  a woman  every  day. 


AJ:  Can  a man  "become"  a 
woman? 

NP:  Only  by  degrees  and 
mostly  from  the  top,  moving 
downward.  Without  being 
born  into  a female  form,  the 
physical  and  cultural  experi- 
ence of  being  a woman  are 
limited,  emotionally,  to  envy 


NP:  My  role  in  my  hometown 
is  to  expand,  to  display  a 
much  wider  sense  of  gender 
freedom,  freedom  from  roles, 
restrictions,  inhibitions,  to 
explode  the  possibilities  of 
free  expression  to  demonstrate 
the  fluidity  of  gender  identity 
and  expression,  much  as 
women  have  been  doing  since 
they  took  up  flying,  drinking 
and  wild  dancing.  I do  not  in 
any  way  feel  alone  in  this,  as  it 
is  something  whose  time  has 
definitely  come.  The  new  gen- 
eration who  are  exploring  this 
are  already  here,  and  I am  an 
older  "member"  of  that  wave. 


Natalie  mediates  a debate  over  how  to  get  a tractor  out  of  a ditch.  She, 
Alexander  and  Natalie's  son,  Sundara,  decide  to  tow  it  out  with  a truck. 


or  mystery.  To  live  as  a woman 
and  to  be  a woman  are  two 
different  things,  although  sur- 
gery can  certainly  close  the 
gap.  There  is  always  the  gap  of 
experience,  especially  child- 
hood, so  a lot  of  becoming  a 
woman  arises  from  the  imagi- 
nation, motivated  by  the  heart. 
It  is  very  convoluted.  The 
power  of  the  imagi- 
nation determines 
how  far  one  can  go 
with  the  process. 


AJ:  If  Columbia, 

Missouri  is  a theater, 
what  is  your  role? 


Transgender  Tapestry  #91  • 35 


It  is  wonderful  not  to  feel 
isolated  in  one's  own  change 
process. 

AJ:  Do  you  experience 

oppression,  persecution,  or 
discrimination  of  any  kind? 

NP:  Discrimination  is  limited 
to  places  I would  not  feel 
comfortable  going  anyway. 
Since  I am  not  in  the  job  mar- 
ket, I have  limited  experience 
with  such  prejudice.  In  a 
town  as  liberal  as  Columbia, 
it  is  rare  that  I run  into  people 
who  are  determined  to  give 
me  a hard  time.  I always  walk 
away  and  fortunately  that 
has  been  all  I needed  to  do. 

AJ:  What  have  you  discoverd 
about  yourself  and  your  soci- 
ety through  your  cross-dress- 
ing? 

NP:  Becoming  female  has 
changed  my  whole  demeanor 
and  ambiance  as  I move 
through  society.  I discovered 
that  I am  far  more  adaptable 
than  I ever  knew  myself  to  be 
before.  It  is  a lot  like  having 
wings  I never  knew  were 
there  because  I wasn't  using 
them.  Now  I am! 

AJ:  What  is  one  thing  you 
wished  people  knew  about 
you? 

NP:  That  I have  had  a rich 
and  challenging  life.  That  I 
have  taken  a lot  of  risks  to 
live  on  my  own  terms  and 
that  the  rewards  are  what 
keep  me  going. 

AJ:  What  do  you  like  most 
about  yourself  and  what  is 
the  most  important  thing  to 
you  in  life? 


The  current  gardening 
project. is  Natalie's 


the  materials 
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-■and  mini  streams..  -She 
goes  to  the  local  quarry 
each  week  to  collect 


Masquerade  and  theme  parties  are  common  at  the  farm.  This 
Halloween  party  at  the  house  is  a good  ocassion  for  Natalie  to 
continue  dressing  as  she  always  does,  with  a few  more  ruffles. 


36  • Transgender  Tapestry  #91 


NP:  What  I like  most  about 
myself  is  the  freedom  I have  in 
my  life  and  my  ability  to 
engage  people  in  a sponta- 
neous " right  now"  sort  of  way. 
The  most  important  thing  to 
me  is  my  family,  my  children 
and  my  farm. 


AJ:  What  would  you  like  to 
change  about  yourself  and 
what  are  you  still  looking  for  in 
life? 

NP:  It  is  hard  to  imagine  what  I 
would  change  about  myself 
since  I have  already  created  so 
many  changes.  Rather,  it  is  a 


matter  of  digesting  or  integrat- 
ing the  changes  already  in 
progress.  I am  also  unsure  of 
what  the  future  will  bring,  but  I 
am  looking  for  more  communi- 
ty in  my  life. 
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Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Service  Award  Acceptance  Speech 

by  Jane  Ellen  and  Mary  Frances  Fairfax 


JANE  ELLEN: 

I would  like  to  thank  you,  the  com- 
munity of  transpersons,  for,  bestow- 
ing on  Mary  Frances  and  me  the 
Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Service 
Award.  It  means  a lot  to  any  servant 
when  her  people  recognize  her 
efforts.  I most  certainly  feel  loved, 
honored  and  fulfilled.  Since  my 
accomplishments  will  be  known  by 
the  fruits  they  bear,  I would  rather 
spend  this  time  sharing  with  you 
what  "Service"  means  to  me. 

Service  means  the  ability  to  listen. 
A folk  song  asks,  "How  many  ears 
must  one  man  have  before  he  can 
hear  people  cry?"  The  answer  is  not 
blowing  in  the  wind.  One  doesn't 
even  need  ears!  One  can  receive 
messages  by  sight  or  by  feel.  What 
one  needs  is  a caring  heart  and  a 
sensitive  soul.  Often  I get  inquiries 
that  read  nothing  more  than 
"Information  please."  What  they  are 
saying  is,  "I  need  help,  but  I am 
afraid  to  reveal  anything  at  all  about 
myself."  In  cases  like  these,  the 
words  "You  are  not  alone"  can  open 
up  the  floodgates. 

A servant  knows  a million  ways 
to  affirm.  Perhaps  I see  in  the  inquirer 
a sense  of  humor,  or  a willingness  to 
get  involved.  So  I relate  to  it!  "Your 
sparkling  sense  of  humor  will  make 
you  many  friends  at  your  chapter," 
or  "How  wonderful  that  you  want  to 
get  involved!  Your  chapter  brothers 
and  sisters  will  treasure  you!"  When 
working  with  people  in  need,  I want 
them  to  see  a big  smile  and  a glow- 
ing "How  can  I help  you?"  message. 

Having  heard  the  cry  and  per- 
ceived the  need,  it's  time  to  develop 
a vision  by  which  to  fulfill  it.  Write 
down  what  your  heart  tells  you.  In 
the  case  of  Tri-Ess,  I defined  its  vision 
building  on  the  concepts  of  the  great 
leaders  who  preceded  me.  My 
ultimate  vision  for  our  community 


of  crossdressers  was  Full 
Personality  Expression,  Inte- 
gration of  masculine  and  fem- 
inine components  into  the 
personality,  Balance  between 
gender  components.  Edu- 
cation of  crossdressers  and 
families  toward  self-accep- 
tance and  education  of  society, 
and  Relationship-building  in 
the  context  of  crossdressing.  I 
re-evaluate  this  vision  daily  in  every- 
thing I encounter.  Davy  Crockett 
said,  "Be  sure  you  are  right,  then  go 
ahead."  Whenever  I hear  criticism,  I 
first  check  to  see  whether  it  is  justi- 
fied. If  it  is,  I have  learned  something 
that  may  help  someone. 

To  serve  means  to  understand 
that  I don't  know  everything.  A year 
ago,  I saw  the  need  to  develop  a 
Cyberspace  Support  Team  to  help 
our  chapters  develop  websites.  Now 
when  it  comes  to  this  kind  of  work,  I 
am  a hopeless  ignoramus.  Nine  Tri- 
Ess  sisters,  however,  fill  the  void  of 
my  ignorance.  The  result  is,  the  job 
gets  done! 

In  serving,  my  #1  rule  is  to  speak 
no  evil  about  any  person  or  organi- 
zation in  our  community.  Being 
human,  I hurt  when  people  attack 
me,  and  I am  occasionally  tempted  to 
reply  in  kind.  But  what  purpose 
would  it  serve  to  get  involved  in  con- 
flict when  there  are  people  to  help, 
chapters  to  form,  programs  to  estab- 
lish, and  a big  society  out  there  to 
educate? 

It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  how 
many  control-seekers  there  are  in 
Genderland.  What's  to  control?  I 
have  seen  colleagues  do  vicious 
things  to  one  another  to  control  a 
group  that  wouldn't  fill  up  my  living 
room!  A controller  is  a failure,  and  a 
controller  with  big  ambitions  is  a 
spectacular  failure!  As  a servant,  I 
am  constantly  giving  up  pieces  of  my 
job  to  other  emerging  leaders.  Event- 


ually, my  time  done,  I will  lay  down 
my  mantle  entirely  so  others  may 
build  where  I left  off.  The  goal  of  a 
leader-servant  is  to  work  herself  out 
of  a job! 

The  rewards  of  service  far 
transcend  the  Virginia  Prince  Award 
itself.  There  is  no  describing  the  joy  I 
feel  when  I see  the  dawn  of  hope  on 
someone's  face  as  she  realizes  she  is 
not  alone.  What  contentment  follow- 
ing her  career  as  she  achieves  serenity 
and  is  ready  to  serve  others!  Service 
is  a caring  touch  that  will  extend 
down  through  the  generations. 

There  is  so  much  yet  to  do!  When 
you  are  trying  to  move  a mountain, 
you  get  such  a surge  of  satisfaction 
when  you  feel  it  budge.  In  the  heat  of 
the  battle,  sometimes  it  is  hard  to  see 
the  whole  battlefield.  At  times,  I like 
to  step  back  and  gaze  into  the  future. 
I see  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
brothers  and  sisters  escape  from  fear 
and  find  joy  in  their  gender  gift.  I see 
organizations  arising  throughout  the 
land,  bringing  knowledge  and 
support,  spreading  our  message  of 
hope  far  and  wide.  Some  will  be 
selfless  enough  to  birth  other  groups, 
and  reach  out  to  still  other  people  in 
need.  I see,  although  dimly,  a true 
community  of  transpersons  who 
accept  and  affirm  one  another.  I see 
clenched  fists  replaced  by  hands 
clasped  in  friendship.  I see  society 
coming  to  understand  us,  not  now, 
but  somewhere  down  the  road.  And 
I see  a new  world  in  which  we  all  live 
openly,  honestly  and  selflessly. 
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And  I hope  with  all  my  soul  that 
when  my  service  is  done,  the  epitaph 
of  history  will  read,  "She  did  her 
part." 

MARY  FRANCES: 


I want  to  thank  all  of  you  for 
honoring  Jane  and  me  with  the 
Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Service 
Award,  and  I want  to  thank  Virginia 
personally  for  being  here  to  present  it 
to  us.  And,  more  importantly,  for 
"being  there"  for  countless  cross- 
dressers over  half  a century.  It  was 
her  vision  of  service  to  her  brothers 
and  sisters  that  has  inspired  the  two 
of  us  and  indeed,  all  of  us  here  today. 

I am  particularly  grateful,  on 
behalf  of  all  spouses  and  partners, 
that  this  Millennial  Year's  Award 
was  given  to  Jane  and  me  jointly.  To 
me  this  constitutes  recognition  of  the 
immense  contributions  made  every 
day  by  ordinary,  unsung  spouses  and 
significant  others  as  we  struggle  to 
understand,  cope  with  and  support 
our  life  partners  in  a transgender 
lifestyle  we  neither  knew  about 
before  marriage,  nor  would  likely 
have  chosen  had  we  known. 

I would  like  to  add  a few  defini- 
tions of  service  to  those  Jane  just 
mentioned.  To  me,  service  is  calming 
the  fears  of  the  sobbing  woman  on 
the  other  end  of  the  phone  line, 
whose  husband  has  just  told  her  The 


Secret.  Service  is  taking 
your  crossdresser  shop- 
ping, teaching  her  make- 
up techniques  and  help- 
ing her  to  achieve  her 
best  feminine  image. 

Service  is  hosting  chapter 
meetings  in  one's  home, 
and  providing  refresh- 
ments, and  cleaning  it  all 
up  afterwards.  Service  is 
writing  articles  and  stuff- 
ing envelopes  to  get  out  a 
local  newsletter.  Service 
is  planning  and  working, 
fundraising  and  tele- 
phoning to  ensure  the 
SPICE  conference  is  there 
when  that  terrified,  trem- 
bling woman  shows  up 
desperate  for  answers  two 
weeks  post-disclosure. 

Service,  too,  is  remembering  that 
your  gender-gifted  "girlfriend"  is  the 
same  sweet  person  you  fell  in  love 
with  all  those  years  ago.  Service  is 
realizing  that  crossdressing  is  not  just 
"his  thing"  to  be  tolerated  at  best  and 
exorcised  if  possible,  but  rather 
something  the  two  of  you  are  in 
together. 

Having  attended  all  but  two 
IFGE  conventions,  Jane  and  I have 
witnessed  many  community  mile- 
stones. How  well  I remember  the 
Boston  meeting  where  our  FTM 


brothers  made  their  debut!  So  to  me, 
this  joint  award  marks  yet  another 
milestone  in  the  transgender  com- 
munity's coming  of  age.  Today,  the 
spouses  have  arrived! 

Thank  you  very  much! 

BOTH: 

And  now  we  would  like  to  share 
a final  message:  We're  in  this  togeth- 
er, and  we're  glad  you  gave  us  the 
opportunity  to  be  here,  TOGETHER! 


^Sondes  NeliOrv'ym^ 

Get  Organized 

Increase  Your  Production  and  Peace  of  Mind 

★ Filing  Systems 

★ Closets 

★ Paper  Clutter 

★ Libraries 

★ Packing  & Unpacking 

★ Legal  & Tax  Presorting 

★ Estates  / Liquidators  Est.  1 982 


| (212)  947-8393  | 

Free  Estimate  & Evaluation 
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IFGE’sJG  1000  Conference 
Mixer  Good  business^  Education  and  Pleasures 


p\\oloyr-ip\iy  by  Miiritffg  Paihy^Allgi 

"THIS  IS  A CLASS  ACT,"  SAID 
JULIE  ANNE  JOHNSON,  NEWLY 
ELECTED  Chair  of  the  IFGE  Board 
of  Directors,  after  the  first  full  day  of 
IFGE's  Transgender  2000  Confer- 
ence, one  of  the  best  beginning  days 
in  recent  memory. 

The  conference  began  in  earnest 
Thursday  morning  with  a coffee 
reception  preceding  a plenary  pro- 
gram with  leaders  and  champions 
aplenty  and  with  more  than  100 
attendees  already  present. 

Set  in  the  elegant  Crystal  City 
Hilton  in  Arlington,  Virginia,  there 
was  ample  opportunity  to  meet 
many  of  the  leaders  of  the  national 
gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgen- 
der community.  Alison  Laing, 
Convention  Co-Chair,  opened  the 
plenary  with  a greeting  and  chal- 
lenge to  the  audience  to  expand  their 
horizons  by  attending  some  of  the 
more  unusual  of  the  forty  different 
sessions.  She  then  introduced  Pam 
Geddes,  the  outgoing  Chair  of  the 
IFGE  Board,  who  briefly  reviewed 
IFGE's  activities  over  the  year. 


Jamison  Green,  leader  in  the 
FTM  community  and  a member  of 
the  IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  intro- 
duced the  two  primary  plenary 
speakers.  First  up  was  Kerry  Lobel, 
outgoing  Executive  Director  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF).  She  inspired  and 
challenged  the  audience  regarding 


the  great  strides  being  made  in  our 
work  on  TG  education,  advocacy  and 
inclusion.  She  pointed  out  how  the 
NGLTF  has  facilitated  transgender 
inclusion  in  their  outreach  and  work. 
She  brought  the  audience  to  tears  and 
laughter,  but,  most  of  all,  reassured 
us  we  do  have  allies.  Kerry  left  us 
with  the  challenge  of  the  work  yet 
undone. 

Kirstin  Kingdon,  Executive 
Director  of  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbian  and  Gays  (PFLAG) — and 

now  transgender,  as  she  was  quick  to 
point  out — followed  Kerry.  Of  course 
the  proof  would  follow  later  that  day 
with  an  award  for  the  work  of  one  of 
the  transgender  champions  working 
within  PFLAG.  Kirstin  explained  the 
nature  of  PFLAG's  work  and  how  so 
many  families  have  been  helped  and 
are  being  kept  together  by  people 
helping  people  who  have  been 
through  the  same  suffering. 

Our  final  speaker  for  the  morn- 
ing was  The  Reverend  Laurie 
Aufant,  a recently-ordained  trans- 
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gender  minister  in  the  Unitarian  fel- 
lowship, who  took  up  the  case  of  our 
right  to  claim  our  religious  heritage. 
She  closed  her  presentation  with  a 
unique  salutation  in  remembrance  of 
all  those  who  had  gone  before  us  but 
were  not  with  us  this  day. 

Thursday  lunch  was  the  time  for 
the  transgender  community's  Trinity 
Awards,  which  recognize  some  of  the 
tireless  workers,  friends  and  leaders 
of  the  community.  Nancy  Cain, 
Executive  Director  of  IFGE,  was 
Mistress  of  Ceremonies.  The  first 
award  was  presented  to  a friend  of 
the  TG  community,  Mary  Boenke,  a 
dedicated  volunteer  with  PFLAG 
and  author  of  Trans  Forming  Families, 
a book  about  families  dealing  with 
issues  which  arise  when  one  member 
of  the  family  is  transgendered. 
Boenke  was  introduced  by  Jessica 
Xavier. 

Ann  Casebeer  and  Monica 
Roberts,  both  of  Kentucky,  intro- 
duced with  a bit  of  a roast  the  second 
award  winner.  Dawn  Wilson,  who 
was  recognized  for  her  political 
activism  and  for  her  work  with  local 
groups  and  her  activities  in  main- 
stream religion. 

The  third  Trinity  was  presented 

by  Alison  Laing  to  Tony  Barreto- 
Neto,  founder  of  Transgender 
Officers  who  Protect  and  Serve 
(TOPS),  Chair  of  Gender-PAC,  a 


Director  of  IFGE,  and  an  activist  and 
leader  in  the  FTM  community,  for  his 
public  advocacy  of  gender  freedom 
and  his  local  and  national  political 
activism. 

That  afternoon  began  the  series 
of  over  forty  seminars  and  work- 
shops covering  almost  every  possible 
topic  of  interest  to  transpersons  and 
their  friends.  There  were  serious  ses- 
sions on  the  social  and  psychological 
concerns  presented  by  professionals 
and  gender  specialists  including 
Diane  Ellaborn,  Miqqi  Gilbert, 
Ariadne  Kane,  Niela  Miller,  Rose 
Ryan,  and  Kathy  Wilson;  and  trans- 
gender community  leaders  such  as 
Diana  Ciccotello,  Paula  Ison  and 
Christina  C. 

Thursday  also  saw  the  opening 


of  an  array  of  vendors  including  the 
IFGE  bookstore,  with  many  new 
books  and  other  material  of  interest 
to  all.  Many  of  the  vendors  made 
presentations  during  the  programs; 
these  included  Sandy  Thompson  on 
"Wearing  Your  Wig  to  Look  Best" 
and  Heather  Krouse  on  "Styling 
Your  Wig." 

Thursday  evening,  many  of  the 
attendees  enjoyed  a dinner  theater  in 
Woodbridge,  Virginia,  while  others 
took  advantage  of  many  fine  restau- 
rants in  Arlington,  Alexandria  and 
Washington  D.C. 

Being  in  the  D.C.  area,  it  was 
appropriate  for  the  program  to 
include  special  sessions  on  political 
activism,  which  was  one  of  the 
themes  for  Friday.  In  addition  to 
hearing  from  Riki  Anne  Wilchins  on 
Gender-PAC's  plans  and  from  Gina 
Reiss  on  the  Gender-PAC  Fortune 
500  study,  there  was  a session 
presented  by  Dana  Rivers,  a trans- 
gendered teacher  who  has  recently 
been  in  the  news  regarding  her  fight 
to  keep  her  job  after  transition,  and 
from  political  activists  Jessica  Xavier 
from  the  D.C  area  and  Dawn  Wilson 
of  Kentucky. 

To  open  Friday's  lunch,  there 
was  a great  celebratory  ceremony 
conducted  by  a group  of  Kindred 
Spirits  under  the  direction  of  Holly 
Boswell  and  Zantui  Rose,  reminding 
us  all  of  how  long  there  have  been 
transgendered  men  and  women 
struggling  to  express  their  gender. 
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Julie  Anne  Johnson,  mistress  of  cere- 
monies for  Friday's  lunch,  intro- 
duced Dana  Rivers  and  Riki  Anne 
Wilchins,  the  featured  inspirational 
speakers.  Julie  also  made  a presenta- 
tion regarding  her  resignation,  due  to 
discrimination,  from  an  organization 
in  which  she  had  been  a major  worker, 
leader  and  benefactor.  Julie,  Dana, 
and  Riki  were  joined  by  Nancy  Cain 
as  they  conducted  the  final  parts  of  a 
very  successful  challenge  grant  fund 
raiser. 

Transgender  religion  and  spiritu- 
ality was  a theme  developed  over 
Friday  and  Saturday.  The  program 
included  sessions  from  ordained 
transgendered  ministers  and  theo- 
logical graduates  including  Pat 
Conover,  Laurie  Aufant,  and  Sara  J. 
Herwig;  Cheryl  Costa,  a Buddhist 
mm;  and  Holly  Boswell  of  Kindred 
Spirits.  To  balance  these  sessions 
with  a bit  of  science,  Elaine  Lerner 
presented  a two-hour  session  on  "X 
and  Why — The  Biology  of  Sex  and 
Gender." 

There  was  a special  Gathering  of 
the  Clans  celebration  on  Friday  after- 
noon, also  by  Kindred  Spirits.  Friday 
evening  featured  a wine-tasting 
sponsored  by  The  Winslow  Street 
Foundation,  followed  by  a club 
prowl  by  bus  of  the  exciting  D.C.  area 


TG  scene. 

Also  on  Friday,  the  IFGE  Board 
of  Directors  met,  with  many  interest- 
ing actions,  including  the  setting  of 
the  next  IFGE  conference  in  Chicago, 
Illinois.  The  conference  will  be  held 
March  21  to  25,  2001. 

Saturday  focused  on  community, 
featuring  a luncheon  spotlight  pre- 
sentation of  the  prestigious  Virginia 
Prince  Lifetime  Service  award  to 
Jane  Ellen  and  Mary  Frances  Fairfax. 
The  ceremonies  were  conducted  by 
Nancy  Cain  and  Virginia  Prince, 
assisted  by  Yvonne  Cook-Riley.  Jane 
Ellen  and  Mary  Francis  were  hon- 
ored by  the  commu- 
nity for  their  tire- 
less and  dedicated 
work  and  leader- 
ship and  especial- 
ly for  their  work 
with  Tri-Ess  and 
S.P.I.C.E.,  span- 
ning more  than  a 
decade.  Each  gave 
a short  acceptance 
speech,  with  Jane 
Ellen  emphasizing 
the  need  for  all  of 
us  to  recognize 
and  respect  the 
special  interest  of 
others,  and  Mary 


Francis  asking  the  audience  to  con- 
sider the  needs  of  the  significant  oth- 
ers and  families  of  transpersons. 

There  were  several  sessions 
devoted  to  community  development. 
The  first,  "Developing  Your  Local 
Organization,"  a workshop  led  by 
Diane  Dale,  was  aimed  at  those 
interested  in  starting  a local  support 
group  or  making  an  existing  one 
more  effective.  The  second,  "Our 
Leadership  and  Infrastructure, 
Present  and  Future,"  was  a panel 
moderated  by  Diane  Dale  featuring 
four  recognized  community  leaders 
and  activists,  including  Marisa 
Richmond  of  the  Tennessee  Vais, 
Jane  Ellen  Fairfax  of  Tri-Ess, 
Jamison  Green,  and  Nancy 
Nangeroni  of  GenderTalk.  Each  pan- 
elist gave  views  on  where  our  com- 
munity stands  today,  its  relative 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  where  we 
see  ourselves  five  and  ten  years  from 
now,  what  our  goals  should  be,  and 
how  they  propose  we  get  there.  The 
session  included  a discussion  of  the 
promise,  the  role,  and  the  reality  of 
creating  strategic  alliances.  Nancy 
Lamar  of  Crossdressing  Inter- 
national of  New  York  led  a panel, 
"What  IFGE  can  do  for  Support 
Groups,"  with  representatives  from 
several  support  groups,  including 
Michelle  Lynn  Moore  of  Renaissance. 
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1FG£  2001 
CALL  FOR 
PR£S£NT£RS! 


Please  send  proposals  with  the 
title,  a 40  word  abstract  (max), 
your  name  and  address  to: 
Alison  Laing,  Conference  Co- 
chair, P.O.  Box  473, 
Portsmouth,  RI  02871-0473  ; or 
A.L.@LNG.COM 


Saturday  also  included  an  all- 
day session  for  the  FTM  attendees 
under  the  able  leadership  of  Jamison 
Green  and  Tony  Barreto-Neto.  There 
were  also  several  sessions  of  direct 
interest  to  significant  others  and 
couples,  under  the  professional 
leadership  of  Emily  Ruppert,  Jo 
Ellen  Utschig,  Brenda  Viola,  Zantui 
Rose,  and  Evelyn  Kirkland.  A panel 
including  Pam  Geddes  and  Barbara 
and  Susan  Curry  presented  a fun 
session  called  "Big,  Bold,  and 
Married." 

Dr.  Douglas  Ousterhout  pre- 
sented a session  titled  "Feminizing 
Facial  Surgery"  and  Dr.  Stephen 
Bane  presented  a session  on  voice 
surgery.  A session  on  permanent  hair 
removal  was  presented  by  Maureen 
Schantz.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  works  of  Mariette  Pathy 
Allen,  who  shared  her  photographic 
art  interpreting  the  transgendered. 


and  there  was  a great  session  on  the 
politics  of  transgender  representa- 
tion by  Nancy  Nangeroni  and 
Gordene  MacKenzie. 

Saturday  evening's  Award  Gala 
Banquet  was  a wonderful  array  of 
glittery  and  glamorous  women  and 
handsome  gentlemen.  The  thank 
yous  and  final  words  of  appreciation 
were  followed  by  a marvelous 
performance  by  the  Washington 
D.C.  Gay  Men's  chorus.  On  Sunday, 
there  was  an  optional  brunch  at  the 
hotel  and  invitations  to  attend  local 
welcoming  churches. 

The  IFGE  2000  conference  was 
truly  a mix  of  business  and  pleasure, 
the  coming  together  of  community 
leaders  and  professionals  and  both 
experienced  and  first-time  transgen- 
dered persons,  celebrating  our  rights 
to  experience  the  freedom  of  gender 
expression  with  class  and  pride. 


TG  2001,  15th  IFGE 
Annual  Convention 
March  22  to  26,  2001 
Chicago,  IL 

The  IFGE  is  soliciting 
Presenters  to 
conduct  workshops  and 
seminars  of  interest  to 
Transgendered  people,  their 
families  and  friends  and 
professional  supporters  and 
care  givers.  Topics  may  range 
from  TG  mental  and  physical 
health  to  law  and  political 
activism;  from  leadership  and 
appearance  to  religion 
and  spirituality. 
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Thoughts  on  the 
Transgender  2000  Conference 

by  Janice  Josephine  Carney 


f I'M  A VOLUNTEER  WORK- 
ER  AT  THE  IFGE  OFFICE  IN 
WALTHAM,  Massachusetts.  I 
drove  to  the  conference  in  a van 
with  Reverend  Laurie  Aufant, 
Sara  J.  Herwig,  Rose  Ryan,  and 
Yvonne  Cook-Riley.  On  the 
long  ride  I got  to  know  these 
wonderful  people  on  a more 
personal  basis. 

The  first  morning  of  the 
conference  I paid  my  respects  at 
the  Vietnam  War  Memorial.  I 
then  went  over  to  the  army  base 
and  bought  a woman's  class  A 
uniform.  I've  a request  in  my 
will  for  a full  military  service. 
As  strange  as  it  may  sound,  I 
don't  want  to  be  laid  to  rest  in  a 
man's  uniform. 

Finding  myself  in  an  emo- 
tional state  after  dealing  with 
my  experiences  in  the  Army,  I 
found  a workshop  suited  to  my 
mood.  I attended  Christine  C.'s 
"A  Direct  Path  to  Self- 
Discovery."  My  life  is  indeed  a 
sea  of  chaos!  My  toughest  strug- 
gle is  coming  to  terms  with  the 
end  of  my  25-year  marriage.  I 
left  the  session  with  a sense  of 
inner  peace,  with  a sense  that  in 
time  the  pain  will  go  away. 

What  could  be  more  appro- 
priate than  to  end  the  day  with  a 
touch  of  spirituality?  I found 
that  in  Reverend  Aufant's 
"Transliberation  Bible  Study." 
We  live  in  a time  when  so  many 
ordained  ministers  are  using  the 
Bible  to  preach  hate;  to  have  a 
U.U.  minister  in  our  midst, 
using  the  Bible  to  preach  love 


is  a gift  from  God. 

I continued  my  spiritual 
journey  on  Friday  with  "The 
Shamanic  Journey  of  the 
Transperson."  "Is  the  process  of 
the  modern  social-medical  gen- 
der change  a spiritual  metamor- 
phosis? Does  the  spiritual 
change  have  the  potential  to 
evolve  the  transbeing  into  some- 
thing more  than  human?"  I give 
a special  thanks  to  Ani  Tashi 
Dorje  (Cheryl  Ann  Costa)  for 
enlightening  me.  I came  away 
from  this  session  feeling  more 
aware  of  the  person  I'm 
growing  into. 

I next  attended  an  open 
discussion  on  the  transgender 
revolution  with  Holly  Boswell. 
The  title  was  "The  Tyranny  of 
Passing."  In  the  last  few  months 
I've  been  going  out  in  public 
without  wearing  my  silicone 
breast  inserts.  I've  developed 
small  breasts,  but  have  a fear  of 
looking  too  boyish.  I left  the 
session  with  a stronger  sense  of 
who  I am.  I no  longer  feel  the 
need  to  wear  the  inserts. 

The  high  point  of  my  day 
was  sitting  in  a Kindred  Spirits 
transgender  spirit  circle  with 
Holly  Boswell.  It  was  a reclaim- 
ing of  our  transgender  heritage. 
I've  been  part  of  healing  circles 
before,  but  none  as  touching  as 
this  one.  I believe  I have  at  last 
left  the  pain  of  Vietnam  behind 
me. 

Saturday  morning  was 
bright  and  warm,  so  I decided  to 
spend  the  morning  outside.  I 


took  the  Metro  over  to  the 
Arlington  National  Cemetary 
and  walked  through  God's  acre. 
I got  back  to  the  conference  in 
time  for  the  Virginia  Prince 
award  luncheon.  Jane  Ellen 
and  Mary  Frances  Fairfax 
received  the  award.  It's  good  to 
know  the  fruits  of  their  work 
has  blossomed  into  Tri-Ess 
chapters  across  the  country! 

After  lunch  I attended  a ses- 
sion titled  "Organized  Religion 
and  the  Transgendered  Person." 
The  presenter.  Dawn  Wilson, 
was  the  recipient  of  a Trinity 
Heroine  Award.  Her  open  dis- 
cussion allowed  us  to  share  our 
good  and  bad  experiences  in 
seeking  an  accepting  organized 
religion. 

I ended  the  day  with  "A 
Family  Copes  with  a TS  Father." 
I give  a personal  and  sincere 
thank  you  to  Emily  Rupport  for 
this  workshop.  I came  away 
convinced  I'm  doing  the  best  I 
can  to  keep  a relationship  with 
my  children.  I give  a super 
warm  thank  you  to  Laurie 
Ciccotello  and  Vivian  A.  and 
her  family  for  sharing  their 
struggles. 

In  an  empowered  mood 
after  the  conference,  I took  a 
letter  to  my  state  representative. 
I have  his  assurance  that  he 
is  going  to  push  to  have 
gender  expression  discrimina- 
tion added  to  my  state's  anti- 
discrimination  law! 


44  • Transgender  Tapestry  #91 


<J 


& 


sox  the 
e uo 


COLORADO 


at  the  beautiful 
Renaissance  Hotel 
in  wonderful  Denver,  CO 


Brought  to  you  by  the 


1455  Ammons  St.,  Suite  100, 
Lakewood,  CO  80215-4993 
303-202-6466 

e-mail:  GlCofColo@aol.com 
wek  pages:  kttp://www.at>mall.com/gic 
littp://www.  transgender.org/tg/gic 


Please  check  our  website  for  more 
information,  or  e-mail  us, 
or  send  us  this  form 

Yes!  I am  interested  in  attending 

COLORADO  GOLD  RUSH  2001! 

Name: 


Address: 
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by  Katherine  R and  Jessie  S. 


L to  R:  Sheila  M.,  GIC  Secretary  • Katherine  P.,  GIC  Chair  • 
Jessie  Shafer,  GIC  President  • Tim  Wilson,  Denver  PFLAG 
Executive  Director  • Robynne  P.,  GIC  Membership  Director  • 
Nancy  Cain,  IFGE  Executive  Director*  Brittann  M.  • Rose  Ryan 
IFGE  Executive  Assistant  • and  Carolee  L. 


For  an  event 
only  in  its 
second  year, 
the  Colorado  Gold 
Rush  2000  national 
transgender  confer- 
ence turned  out  to 
be  a huge  success. 

Over  200  people 
came  from  every 
part  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Colorado 
Gold  Rush  2000 

had  something  for 
just  about  every- 
one. Highlights  in- 
cluded legal  and 
safety  advice,  the  two-spirit 
tradition,  political  activism,  a 
strong  FTM  focus,  cosmetic 
and  gender  reassignment 
surgery,  relationships,  hor- 
mone therapy,  voice  training, 
and  cosmetic  makeovers. 

Gold  Rush  2000  also 
turned  out  to  be  a big  success 
for  GenderPAC  and  its 
Executive  Director,  Riki  Anne 
Wilchins.  At  the  conclusion  of 
her  keynote  speech,  Riki 
announced  that  Dr.  Douglas 
K.  Ousterhout  had  pledged 
a donation  of  $5,000.00  to 
GenderPAC  if  she  could  get 
others  to  match  it.  In  less  than 
a minute  that  goal  was  met 
and  exceeded.  Altogether,  we 
raised  over  $21,000,  ten  percent 
of  which  Riki  agreed  to  share 
with  the  Gender  Identity 
Center  of  Colorado  (GIC). 

In  her  keynote,  Riki  noted 
that  gender  rights  are  human- 


rights — not  special  rights. 
From  the  moment  of  birth  until 
we  die,  the  social  and  cultural 
imperatives  of  gender  affect  us 
all  and  limit  our  freedoms. 
There  is  still  the  presumption 
that  we  are  all  equal — unless 
one  is  transgendered. 

Dana  Rivers  was  another 
favorite.  She  is  the  award-win- 
ning California  educator  who 
was  fired  for  discussing  her 
transition  with  students. 

Attorney  Spencer  Bergs- 
tedt  and  Loren  Cameron, 
professional  photographer  and 
bodybuilder  were  other  head- 
line speakers.  Spencer  spoke 
on  legal  issues,  from  birth 
certificates  to  wills  and  every- 
thing in  between.  Loren's 
presentation,  "Body  Alchemy: 
Transsexual  Portraits,"  was  a 
dramatic  slide  presentation 
from  his  book  of  the  same 
name. 

Loren  and  Spencer  joined 


Riki  and  Dr.  Beth 
Firestein,  a pop- 
ular local  thera- 
pist and  pub- 
lished author,  for 
a book  signing 
on  Saturday  af- 
ternoon. 

Plans  are 
already  underway 
for  next  year's 
Colorado  Gold 
Rush,  which  is 
scheduled  for 
February  22-25. 
The  theme  will 
be  "A  Gender 
Odyssey."  The 
keynote  speaker  will  be  the 
ever-popular  Kate  Bornstein. 
Kate  will  be  joined  by  Tony 
Barreto-Neto  of  T.O.P.S.  and 
other  nationally  known  figures. 

T 
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The  Gender  Identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc 


riginally  established  in 
October  of  1978  as  the 
Institute  for  Gender 
Treatment  and  Research,  the 
Gender  Identity  Center  of 
Colorado  (GIC)  could  well  be 
one  of  the  more  senior  trans- 
gender organizations  in  the 
country.  Some  would  say  our 
roots  go  back  even  further  to  a 
now  defunct  Denver  chapter  of 
Tri-Ess  founded  in  1966,  but 
technically  speaking,  it  was  not 
until  1978  that  we  established 
ourselves  as  a separate  entity. 

In  June  of  1980,  following  a 
rather  bitter  dispute  with  a 
local  therapist  over  the  control 
and  ultimate  mission  of  the 
GIC,  the  Institute's  name  was 
changed  and  the  Gender 
Identity  Center  of  Colorado 
was  incorporated  as  a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit  organization.  We 


by  Jessie  Shafer 

have  always  been  an  all-volun- 
teer group. 

Currently  headquartered  in 
Lakewood  Colorado,  the  GIC 
is  also  one  of  the  few  local  or 
regional  groups  in  the  nation 
to  have  its  own  dedicated  facil- 
ity. Our  first  was  an  older 
house  rented  to  us  by  a friend 
of  the  community.  When  that 
was  sold,  we  moved  to  a nearby 
office  building,  but  we  were 
evicted  after  only  a few 
months  due  to  complaints  by 
the  other  tenants,  who  had 
realized  the  nature  of  our  busi- 
ness. At  present,  we  occupy  the 
entire  lower  level  of  another 
office  building,  which  we 
remodeled  and  made  into  a 
homey  complex  of  meeting 
rooms,  dressing  rooms,  a 
library,  and  office  space. 

The  GIC's  mission  is  to 


provide  support,  education, 
and  outreach  to  the  transgen- 
der community,  their  families, 
and  friends.  We  recently  ex- 
panded our  mission  to  include 
a much  stronger  advocacy  role 
in  matters  that  affect  public 
opinion  and  policy.  Another 
change  has  been  a shift 
towards  coalition-building  and 
collaboration  with  other  local 
and  national  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual,  and  transgender 
organizations. 

Unfortunately,  the  person 
who  is  credited  with  founding 
the  GIC  passed  away  recently. 
Years  earlier,  she  had  married 
and  moved  out  of  state,  where 
she  lived  in  relative  anonymity 
— at  least  as  far  as  her  associa- 
tion with  the  GIC  and  the 
transgender  community  were 
concerned.  Thus,  at  the  request 
of  her  surviving  spouse,  she 
will  remain  anonymous  to  all 
but  a privileged  few  who  knew 
her  before  she  left  to  start  a 
new  life.  Needless  to  say,  her 
legacy  lives  on. 

Anne  Bolin,  then  a young 
graduate  student  from  the 
University  of  Colorado, 
became  involved  with  the  GIC 
during  those  early  years  while 
doing  research  on  transsexual 
rites  of  passage.  The  results  of 
her  study  were  later  published 
in  her  book  In  Search  of  Eve. 
Most  of  the  characters  in  the 
book  were  based  on  people  she 
met  through  her  association 
with  the  GIC.  Although  the 
names  were  fictionalized,  you 


Photo  taken  in  Boulder  after  approval  of  Colorado's  first  transgender 
-discrimination  law.  GIC  members  and  Boulder  residents  Wendi  M.  and 
Kathy  H.,  Boulder  mayor  Will  Toors,  and  Boulder  city  attorney  Joseph 
de  Raismes.  Wendi  and  Kathy  were  chiefly  responsible  for  getting  the  law 
passed.  Another  GIC  member,  Kathy  Wilson,  helped  draft  it. 
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Riki  Anne  Wilchins,  Loren  Cameron,  popular  therapist  and  published  author  Dr.  Beth 
Firestein,  and  Spencer  Bergstedt  at  GOLDRUSH  2000. 


could  say  that  a kind  of  per- 
sonal history  of  those  early 
times  does  exist. 

Today,  the  GIC  probably  of- 
fers more  and  a greater  variety 
of  activities  in  one  week  than 
most  other  transgender  groups 
do  in  several  weeks  or  even 
months.  In  addition  to  offering 
educational  materials  and 
referral  services  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday 
of  each  week,  the  GIC  provides 
facilities  and  supervision  for  a 
rotating  series  of  peer  support 
group  meetings  which  cover 
virtually  every  aspect  of  the 
transgender  experience.  On  the 
first  Wednesday  of  each  month, 
we  provide  a spirituality  dis- 
cussion group,  and  on  the  third 
Sunday  we  have  a support 
group  exclusively  designed  for 
female-to-male  transsexuals. 

Every  quarter  the  GIC  pub- 


lishes a newsletter.  The  GIC 
Journal,  and  four  years  ago  we 
published  our  own  book, 
Trans-Scriptions  1996,  which  is 
an  anthology  of  original  trans- 
gender poetry,  prose,  and  art- 
work. 

This  year  we  added  a 
Home  Visit  Outreach  Program 
for  the  elderly  and  disabled. 
Another  ongoing  project  is  an 
attempt  to  improve  conditions 
within  the  Colorado  Depart- 
ment of  Corrections  for  their 
transgendered  prison  inmates 
and  to  facilitate  their  transition 
back  into  normal  society  after 
their  release.  In  March  of  this 
year,  the  GIC  also  submitted  a 
$142,000.00  grant  proposal  to 
the  Center  for  Disease  Control 
for  a four-year  HIV/ AIDS 
education  and  prevention  pro- 
gram. Future  plans  include  a 
cooperative  GLBT  Street  Out- 


reach Program  aimed  at  home- 
less GLBT  youth. 

Other  educational  and  out- 
reach activities  include  regular 
lectures  at  area  universities, 
high  schools,  and  church  and 
community  groups  and  train- 
ing seminars  with  various 
professional  and  government 
agencies.  Kathy  Wilson,  the 
GIC's  Director  of  Outreach, 
has  also  presented  papers 
before  the  annual  national 
conventions  of  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association,  the 
Association  of  Women  in 
Psychology,  and  the  American 
Counseling  Association.  A 
widely  respected  advocate  for 
more  liberal  and  sensitive  stan- 
dards of  care,  her  articles  have 
appeared  in  the  British  medical 
journal  Psychiatry  On-Line  and 
in  a college  level  textbook  on 
sex  and  gender.  Her  work  has 
also  been  cited  in  the  London 
Daily  Telegraph  and  in  the  Salt 
Lake  City  Tribune. 

In  Boulder,  GIC  members 
proposed  and  helped  draft  the 
first  transgender  anti-discrimi- 
nation ordinance  in  Colorado, 
which  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Boulder  City 
Council  in  February.  Through 
our  involvement  with  the 
Denver  Mayor's  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advisory  Committee, 
we  have  been  working  on  a 
similar  proposal  for  Denver. 
We  also  worked  to  get  a 
Denver  Committed  Partner- 
ship Registry  approved. 
Dianna  Ciccotello,  our 
Director  of  Information  and 
Education,  has  been  called  on 
to  testify  five  times  before 
Colorado's  House  and  Senate 
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Judiciary  Committees  against 
legislation  aimed  at  banning 
same-sex  marriages,  which  she 
helped  to  defeat.  Unfortunately, 
it  did  pass  this  year,  and 
Governor  Owens  signed  it 
into  law. 

Last  year,  the  GIC  sent  nine 
delegates  to  Washington,  DC 
to  participate  in  National 


Lobby  Day.  This  year  we  sent 
five  delegates.  Our  Chairper- 
son, Katherine  Palmer,  was 
named  to  GenderPAC's  board 
of  directors  and  was  made 
Western  Regional  Coordin- 
ator. 

You  are  all  invited  to  come 
join  us  for  the  COLORADO 
GOLD  RUSH  2001.  Call  us  at 


(303)  202-6466  or  visit  our  web 
site  at  <http://www.abmall 
.com/gic>  for  more  details.  We 
can  also  be  found  at 
<http:/  / www.transgender.org/ 1 
g/gic>,  or  you  can  e-mail  us  at 
<GICofColo@aol.com>. 


GIC  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  AND  OFFICERS 

Chairperson  and  Major  donor  KATHERINE/KEITH  PALMER  is  a retired  IBM  Executive  Accountant  of  Native  American  heritage.  She  was 
recently  re-elected  to  her  second  term  on  the  GIC  Board.  This  is  her  second  term  as  its  chairperson.  In  January,  she  was  named  to  GenderPAC's 
Board  of  Directors.  Katherine  was  the  chief  organizer  of  our  first  lobbying  trip  to  Washington,  DC,  and  she  helped  pay  the  expenses  of  some  of 
the  others  who  went  with  us.  In  addition  to  GIC,  she  belongs  to  the  Fort  Collins  and  the  Boulder  PFLAG  chapters  and  to  transgender  support 
groups  in  Boulder  and  northern  Colorado. 

Board  Member  and  President:  (Major  donor)  JESSIE  SHAFER  is  a retired  farmer-rancher  from  South  Dakota  and  a former  USAF  pilot,  a career 
which  was  cut  short  when  it  was  discovered  she  was  transgendered.  She  has  two  college  degrees,  a BA  in  English  and  a BA  in  Criminal  Justice. 
For  a time,  she  was  thinking  of  going  to  law  school.  She's  starting  her  fourth  term  as  a board  member,  and  this  is  her  first  year  as  President.  Before 
that,  she  served  two  terms  as  Secretary  and  one  as  Vice  President.  She  is  also  the  co-editor  of  The  GIC  Journal,  the  Director  of  Grants,  a member 
of  the  Colorado  Gold  Rush  Planning  Committee,  and  the  GIC  representative  on  the  Coordinating  Committee  for  the  Denver  Committed  Partner 
Registry.  She  is  a member  of  CLIP,  Denver  PFLAG,  the  Colorado  Business  Council,  the  Colorado  Progressive  Coalition,  and  the  ACLU,  and  is 
starting  her  fourth  year  as  a Project  Angel  Heart  volunteer. 

Board  Member  and  Vice  President  TERI  COX  is  a highly  decorated  Vietnam  veteran.  She  currently  works  for  the  Department  of  Interior.  This  is 
Teri's  third  term  on  the  GIC  Board  of  Directors,  and  she  occasionally  helps  out  as  a substitute  group  facilitator.  Teri  has  been  a GIC  member  for 
about  seven  years.  She  regularly  volunteers  for  various  Public  Television  fundraisers,  and  she  is  heavily  involved  in  the  local  Scottish  Highlander 
Society,  where  she  also  plays  in  their  bagpipe  band. 

Treasurer  THOMAS  BIRD/ROXANNE  SALEM  makes  her  living  as  a public  accountant.  This  is  her  fourth  term  as  Treasurer.  She  has  also  served 
five  years  on  the  board  and  several  terms  as  its  chairperson.  She  Occasionally  fills  in  as  group  facilitator.  She  has  been  a member  of  the  GIC  longer 
than  any  other  officer  or  board  member  and  she  has  earned  everyone's  respect  for  her  maturity  and  good  judgment. 

Board  Member  and  Secretary  SHEILA  MINK  is  a former  US  Air  Force  Academy  cadet  and  lay  minister.  She  helped  Katherine,  her  partner, 
organize  the  Washington,  DC  lobby  trip.  She  and  Katherine  belong  to  the  Fort  Collins,  the  Boulder  PFLAG  chapters  and  the  northern  Colorado 
and  the  Boulder  transgender  support  groups.  She  and  Katherine  are  also  on  the  GIC  Speakers  Bureau,  and  Sheila  is  a co-editor  of  our  newsletter. 
This  is  only  Sheila's  second  year  as  a GIC  member,  but  she  has  already  spoken  several  times  at  Denver  University  and  Colorado  State  University 
and  has  appeared  at  the  University  of  Wyoming  and  the  Justice  Now  conference  in  Colorado  Springs.  Sheila  is  presently  serving  as  the  Friday 
night  group  facilitator,  and  she  occasionally  substitutes  at  the  Tuesday  meeting. 

Board  Member  JAMES/SPRING  MARIE  WALKINGSHAW  is  our  Saturday  group  facilitator  and  Director  of  Volunteers,  Social  Director,  and 
Director  of  Communications.  Spring  also  belongs  to  the  Denver  PFLAG,  where  she  occasionally  serves  as  group  facilitator.  She  recently  joined 
the  local  GLB  Mountaineering  Society,  and  in  her  honor,  they  added  "T"  to  their  name.  At  her  own  expense.  Spring  went  with  us  to  Washington, 
DC.  She  came  to  the  GIC  depressed  and  suicidal,  and  less  than  a year  after  coming  out,  was  lobbying  for  transgender  civil  rights  in  the  US  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate. 

Board  Member  SUSAN  CONDER  is  the  Office  Manager  of  Western  Contract  Carpeting.  She  first  came  to  the  GIC  eight  years  ago  because  she 
was  in  a relationship  with  someone  who  was  transgendered.  She  liked  the  people  and  the  organization,  and  has  remained  actively  involved  since. 
This  is  her  sixth  term  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  she  has  served  three  terms  as  GIC  President.  She  is  largely  responsible  for  the  publication 
of  Transitions  1996,  an  anthology  of  original,  poetry,  prose,  and  artwork  by  transgendered  people  from  all  over  the  world.  She  also  heads  the 
Colorado  Gold  Rush  Planning  Committee  and  occasionally  fills  in  as  group  facilitator. 

Board  Member  JOANN  ZABA  is  a house  painter  by  profession.  This  is  Joann's  fourth  term  on  the  Board.  As  the  person  who  was  chiefly 
responsible  for  remodeling  our  present  offices,  she  was  made  Director  of  Building  Maintenance.  She  was  Saturday  group  facilitator  for  three 
years,  prior  to  Spring's  taking  over.  Joann  went  with  us  to  Washington,  DC.  She  is  also  a member  of  the  Denver  and  the  Boulder  PFLAG 
chapters,  and  is  actively  involved  in  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denver. 

Alternate  Board  Member  RAQUEL  BELTRAN  came  to  the  United  States  from  South  America  some  time  ago.  Her  father  was  French  and  her 
mother  was  Latino.  This  is  her  second  year  as  a GIC  member.  In  February,  she  was  elected  as  an  alternate  board  member.  Raquel  is  currently  un- 
employed and  living  in  a homeless  shelter  for  women,  even  though  she  has  not  yet  had  surgery.  Raquel  has  been  trying  to  get  a bilingual  sup- 
port group  started  at  the  GIC  and  and  has  translated  some  of  our  informational  brochures  into  Spanish.  She  occasionally  serves  as  substitute 
group  facilitator  at  the  Tuesday  and  Friday  night  groups.  Through  GIC  member  donations,  Raquel  accompanied  us  on  our  lobbying  trip  to 
Washington,  DC. 
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OUT  AND  PROUD 


MATT  KAILEY 

“Assimilation  has  never  been  my  style,”  Matt 
writes.  “My  parents  taught  me  to  celebrate 
differences  and  to  find  beauty  and  joy  in  the 
traditions  and  values  of  many  cultures. 

“Although  my  parents  are  no  longer  with  me, 
their  philosophies  remain.  When  I began  my 
gender  journey,  my  goal  was  to  be  a man. 
Over  two  years  into  my  undertaking,  my  goal 
is  to  be  me.  And  ‘me’  is  a transman. 

“I  am  out  because  I refuse  to  hide  something 
of  which  I am  not  ashamed.  Being  out  is  the 
only  way  I have  of  being  me.  And  I am  very 
proud  of  being  me.” 


r 


BRITTANNE  MACEY 
Brittanne  lives  in  Denver.  Since  1997 
she  has  lived  full  time.  She  writes,  “I 
thought  long  and  hard  about  who  I am. 

I know  positively  that  I must  love  myself 
before  i can  give  anything  to  others. 
Life  takes  100%  effort.  That  can't  be 
done  hiding  and  denying  who  I am.  I’ve 
learned  I've  been  given  a gift  and  a 
challenge  and  I can’t  squander  this — 
it’s  too  important.  No  matter  what  hap- 
pens, I am  on  the  path  to  the  spirit  cen- 
ter of  my  being.” 


TERI STAR 

Teri  writes,  “The  Denver  community  is  a 
great  place  to  live  and  be  out.  I have  great 
friends  here.”  Of  crossdressing,  she  writes, 
“I  have  done  this  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  Self-confidence  is  the  major  factor 
in  going  out  in  public,  although  it  takes 
hard  work  to  understand  your  looks  and 
style.” 


SPRING  MARIE 
WALKINSHAW 
Spring  Marie  raised  her  two 
young  sons  by  herself  for  the 
past  14  years.  She  explains,  “I 
have  experienced  one  of  the 
best  things  in  life — being  a moth- 
er. I did  it  all  from  diaper  changes 
to  multiple  cases  of  the  chicken 
pox.”  Her  children  have  known  she 
is  transgendered  for  a long  time 
and  are  very  supportive  of  her 
pre-operative  journey. 

Apart  from  her  work  with  The  Gender  Identity  Center  of  Colorado, 
Spring  Marie  is  active  in  outreach  and  public  education.  She 
writes,  “I  believe  God  gave  me  this  blessing  and  the  courage  to 
go  out  and  make  change. ..I  would  just  like  to  say  to  my  brothers 
and  sisters  that  we  can  make  a change  and  I pray  that  you  can 
live  your  dream  as  I am.” 
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JANET  KORRELL 

Janet  lives  and  works  within  what 
she  describes  as  a “conservative 
company  in  a conservative  indus- 
try in  an  ultra  conservative  com- 
munity.” With  it  came  time  to 
decide  how  to  deal  with  gender 
dysphoria,  she  chose  life — ’’and 
[I’m]  thrilled  I did.” 


To  her  complete  surprise,  Janet’s 
company  pledged  their  full  support 
for  her  transition  on  the  job. 

She  writes,  “Now  working,  living, 
and  being  my  true  female  self  I am 
queer,  proud,  and  cute!” 


r 

JESSIE  SHAFER 
A former  rancher  from  South 
Dakota,  Jessie  moved  to  Denver 
in  1996  to  begin  her  transition. 

There  she  found  her  support 
base  in  The  Gender  Identity 
Center  of  Colorado,  where  she 
is  now  President  and  Director  of 
Grants.  Jessie  is  also  involved 
with  PFLAG,  Equality  Colorado, 
the  ACLU,  and  numerous  other 
equal  rights  organizations. 

Jessie  identifies  as  transgendered,  but  prefers  the  term  two- 
spirited,  “because,  more  than  anything  else,  this  has  been  a 
spiritual  experience.  It  is  truly  a blessing,  but  [one]  that  must  be 
earned. ..it  can  also  be  a curse — if  we  let  it — and  that  comes 
free  of  charge.” 


SHIRLEY  KNIGHT 

Shirley  Knight  has  written  Tapestry 
articles,  most  notably  “Flight  357  to 
Denver,”  which  highlights  her  return 
home  from  Boston  following  the 
Spring  Fling  on  Cape  Cod. 

Shirley  is  out  to  her  family.  Her  grand- 
mother, sister,  son,  and  daughter  are 
all  accepting,  as  were  both  of  her  par- 
ents before  they  died.  Her  daughter 
went  with  her  on  Peggy  Rudd’s 
Crossdresser  Cruise  to  Alaska. 

Shirley  writes,  “To  get  your  family  and 
friends  to  accept  you,  you  must  first 
accept  yourself  as  a transgendered 
person.  The  rest  is  easy.” 


This  feature  was 
started  to  honor  the 
top  100  out  transgen- 
dered people  in  the 
world.  Big  mistake, 
since  some  important 
people  were  left  out. 
And  so  it's  evolved; 
now  we're  spotlight- 
ing those  out  and 
proud  individuals 
who  send  us  a photo 
and  a brief  bio — Ed. 
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e v i e w s 


MUSIC 


JESSICA  XAVIER 
MADE  ME  WANT  TO  SING 
Review  by  Paula  Evans 

Have  you  ever  been  walking 
down  the  street  with  a song  rever- 
berating in  your  head?  The  melody 
keeps  repeating,  repeating,  repeat- 
ing. You're  powerless  to  halt  it. 

If  you  listen  to  this  album  once 
or  twice,  it's  going  to  happen  to  you, 
and  it  won't  be  some  nonsensical 
song,  but  rather  music  that  just 
might  change  your  life. 

The  album  I'm  talking  about  is 
Jessica  Xavier's  debut  CD, 
"Changeling." 

Jessica  has  a gift  for  writing 
beautiful  and  catchy  melodies,  and 
it's  apparent  in  the  ten  songs  she 
shares  with  us  on  this  recording. 
These  persuasive  pieces  are  about 
affirmation,  community,  history, 
coming  out,  and  The  Journey.  The 
modern  rock  arrangements  add 
power  and  conviction  to  the  mes- 
sages within  the  lyrics.  Jessica  sings 
with  conviction  because  she  lives 
openly  as  a transsexual  and  is  very 
active  in  fighting  for  transgender 
rights.  The  songs  on  this  album 


reflect  her  life  and  struggles. 

Jessica's  musical  credentials  are 
strong:  She  studied  music  in  college; 
before  her  transition  she  played  in 
four  different  bands  with  Sonia 
Rutstein  of  Disappear  Fear;  and 
more  recently  she  played  with  the 
all-woman  band  Near  Miss. 

If  you're  transgendered,  you'll 
surely  find  much  to  relate  to  in 
Jessica's  writing.  "My  Sorority"  is  a 
beautiful  ballad  tribute  to  a trans 
support  group  of  which  she  was  a 
member.  It  could  easily  be  a theme 
song  for  any  such  group.  "This  Girl" 
encourages  us  to  show  the  strength 
to  be  who  we  really  are,  without  fear, 
and  in  the  process  find  freedom.  In 
"The  Same  New  Me"  she  tells  us 
about  the  experience  of  encountering 
an  old  friend  who  has  trouble  under- 
standing the  changes  that  had 
occurred  over  the  years.  "Stonewall," 
co-written  with  David  Machen, 
takes  us  back  to  the  queen  sisters  and 
king  brothers  who  started  the  fight 
for  our  rights  many  years  ago  at  a 
bar  in  New  York  City.  "We  can't  for- 
get Stonewall"  Jessica  sings,  and 
she's  right — we  owe  much  to  the 


Stonewall  brothers  and  sisters. 

Jessica  closes  the  album  with  a 
song  I believe  could  easily  become 
an  anthem.  "Unity"  implores  all 
GLBT  sisters  and  brothers  to  join 
together  in  the  fight  for  freedom  and 
acceptance. 

Take  it  from  me,  you'll  be 
humming  these  songs  throughout 
the  day,  and  be  a better  person  for  it. 
This  is  soul-warming,  strength- 
gathering music  for  The  Journey. 
Listen  with  your  heart  and  sing  with 
your  sister! 

You  can  catch  Jessica  playing 
these  days  with  her  band,  "Femme 
Messiah." 

To  order  a copy  of  the  CD 
"Changeling"  send  $15  + $3  ship- 
ping and  handling  to  Gallae 
Records,  RO.  Box  65,  Kensington, 
MD,  20895.  Websters  can  go  to 
http:/ / www.gallaerecords.com. 

Paula  Evans  is  a songwriter,  musician, 
and  teacher.  At  the  most  recent  IFGE 
Convention  she  gave  a presentation  on 
rock  and  gender  roles. 
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Stephen  Whittle.  The  Transgender 
Debate.  (Behind  the  Headlines 
Series.)  Reading,  UK:  South 
Street  Press,  2000.  68pp. 

Review  by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert 

THESE  DAYS  MANY  OF  US 
GO  OUT  TO  MEET  THE  PUBLIC 
and  introduce  the  basic  ideas 
and  concepts  of  transgenderism. 
We  speak  to  schools,  bureau- 
cratic units,  groups  of  employ- 
ees, enforcement  agencies,  gay 
and  lesbian  service  workers, 
and  a host  of  others.  One  tool 
that  to  date  has  been  lacking  in 
these  interventions  is  a short, 
concise,  well-presented  intro- 
duction to  the  history  of 
transgenderism,  the  issues 
transgenders  encounter,  and 
what  the  transgendered  person 
faces  in  living  in  a gender- 
dichotomous  world.  That  tool 
has  happily  presented  itself  in 
the  form  of  a small  volume  writ- 
ten by  the  well-known  FTM 
scholar  and  activist  Stephen 
Whittle.  Whittle  is  an  out  trans- 
man, legal  scholar,  organizer  of 
the  3rd  International  Congress 


on  Gender  and  Sexuality  which 
took  place  in  Oxford  in  1998, 
and  founding  director  of  Press 
For  Change,  the  UK  transgen- 
der political  action  organization. 

Whittle  has  presented  us 
with  a slim  volume  of  68  pages 
in  a 4”  x 6"  format.  The  book 
may  be  short,  but  is  by  no 
means  simplistic.  Whittle 
always  defines  his  terms,  but 
isn't  afraid  to  use  vocabulary 
that  assumes  his  reader  isn't  an 
idiot,  nor  does  he  hesitate  to 
explain  in  detail  the  medical 
procedures  available  to  make 
one's  physical  sexual  appear- 
ance accord  with  one's  internal 
gender  identity. 

Chapters  cover  the  diverse 
nature  of  the  transgender  com- 
munity and  explain  the  differ- 
ences between  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  and  transgen- 
derists.  Whittle  details  the 
development  of  organizations 
like  the  International  Foundation 
for  Gender  Education  and  the 
role  they've  played  in  bringing 
the  community  out  of  the  shad- 
ows. Within  the  framework  of 
the  space  available,  the  book 


discusses  the  politics  of  the 
transgender  world,  including 
the  role  of  passing  and  difficul- 
ties in  employment,  legal 
acceptance,  and  relationships. 

The  trials  faced  by  the  trans- 
endered  person  are  given  a 
uman  face  without  descending 
into  pathos.  We  ourselves. 
Whittle  explains,  understand 
the  need  for  acceptance  more 
than  most.  "The  argument  is 
simple,"  he  writes,  "if  you  can 
acknowledge  in  yourself  that 
the  body  does  not  dictate  the 
person  then  you  are  in  privi- 
leged position  to  know  that  sex- 
uality is  a movable  and  mutable 
force  within  us  all"  (p.  47). 

I recommend  this  book  to 
anyone  who  is  in  a position  of 
trying  to  explain  who  we  are, 
where  we  come  from,  and  what 
we  want.  Indeed,  it's  a valuable 
read  for  all  members  of  our 
community  as  a means  of 
making  clear  the  multitudinous 
forces,  demands,  and  diversities 
within  which  our  community 
operates. 


Former  TT  editor-in-chief  Jean  Marie  Stine  has  just  had  her  classic  TG 
sci-fi  novel  Season  of  the  Witch  as  an  e-book  by  Renaissance  Books. 

Critics  within  and  without  the  TG  community  have  hailed  this  book  as 
"razor-blade  fiction"  Isaac  Asimov's  magazine,  and  ".  . . rich  . . . 
rewarding  . . . engrossing  and  unusual  . . . littered  with  genuine 
insights"  (Ted  White,  former  editor.  Heavy  Metal)/' 

The  book  tells  the  futuristic  story  of  Andre  Fuller,  who  is  punished  for 
the  death  of  a woman  by  having  to  become  her,  while  his  own  body  is 
given  to  an  aging,  virtuous  scientist.  The  "struggle  between  the  male 
psyche  immured  within  a woman's'  body  and  the  female  psyche  that 
eventually  emerges  . . . forces  the  audience  to  identify  with  the 
character's  emotional  upheaval. 

One  of  the  few  believable  portraits  ...  of  what  it  feels  like  — sexually — 
to  be  a woman." — Michael  Perkins,  The  Story  of  Modern  Erotic  Literature. 

Or,  as  the  back  cover  copy  puts  it  so  well,  "She  was  the  first  woman  he  had  ever  been!"  To  order 
your  download  of  the  original  book  version  of  this  timeless  TG  classic,  go  to  http://renebooks.com. 

Season  of  the  Witch  has  been  filmed  as  Synapse  and  is  available  only  in  video  rental  stores  and  on 
selected  premium  cable  channels.  (European  readers  should  keep  an  eye  out  for  it  under  the  title 
Memory  Run.)  Unfortunately,  it  is  not  yet  for  commercial  sale  in  the  U.S. 

To  learn  more  about  the  book  and  movie,  visit  Jean  Marie’s  website:  http://www.hometown.aol.com/jmstine/sowfrontpage.html. 
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BOOKS 


TRANSSEXUALS 


Life  from  Bofh  Sides 


Lynn  Hubschman,  ADSW. 
Transsexuals:  Life  from  Both  Sides. 
Diane  Publishing  Co.,  2000. 

277  pages,  ISBN  0-7881-8749-X. 

This  review  originally  appeared  in 
the  May  2000  issue  of  Devil  Woman, 
the  newsletter  of  the  Diablo  Valley 
Girls — Ed. 

Lynn's  book  provides  infor- 
mation and  personal  stories  for 
anyone  who  wishes  to  know 
more  about  transsexual  surgery. 
Her  book  covers  the  history  and 
definition  of  transsexualism, 
along  with  standards  for  surgery. 
Medical  procedures  are  briefly 
reviewed. 

Most  of  the  book  is  devoted  to 
first-person  accounts  from  people 
who  are  transsexual.  She  wanted 
them  to  tell  about  their  life  expe- 
riences in  their  own  words.  The 
group  includes  both  males  and 
females,  all  post-operative.  A few 
short  pieces  by  family  members 
are  also  included. 


John  Colapinto.  As  Nature  Made 
Him.  New  York:  HarperCollins,  2000. 
304  pp. 

Review  by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert 

One  of  the  great  debates  in  both 
the  physical  and  social  sciences 
concerns  the  relationship  between 
gender,  nature,  and  culture. 
Loosely  speaking,  gender  covers 
the  roles  we  are  handed  as  a result 
of  the  sex  we  are  designated 
and/or  taken  to  be.  If  you're  birth- 
designated  a boy,  it's  expected  you 
will  play  with  cars  and  trucks  and 
other  little  boys.  If  you're  birth- 
designated  a girl,  you'll  be  expected 
to  play  with  dolls  and  tea  sets  and 
other  little  girls.  The  question  for 
the  sciences  has  long  been  to  what 
degree  these  inclinations  are 
formed  by  the  society  and  cultural 
institutions  within  which  we  all 
survive,  and  to  what  degree  they're 
formed  as  a result  of  biological 
facts  about  our  brains  and  bodies. 

An  enormous  amount  hangs  on 
this  issue.  For  feminism,  it's  an 
important  article  of  faith  that  social 
institutions  determine  the  place  of 
women  in  society:  if  the  limitations 
and  strictures  placed  on  women  are 
not  a result  of  their  immutable 
"weakness"  and  "nature,"  then 
society  has  a better  chance  to 
change  and  grow  into  an  egalitarian 
system  in  which  men  and  women 
can  compete  freely  for  work  and 
happiness  without  regard  to  birth- 
designated  sex  or  gender.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  are  certain  "nat- 
ural" propensities  (e.g.,  women 
make  better  caregivers  and  child- 
raisers  for  hard-wired  biological 
reasons),  the  chances  of  dramatically 
changing  the  way  things  are 
become  much  slimmer. 

For  transfolk,  the  situation  is 
much  more  complex.  On  the  one 
hand,  if  gender  is  socially  deter- 
mined, it's  easier  to  speak  about 
someone  "becoming"  a sex  or 
gender  by  joining  it.  If  the  factors 
governing  one's  sex  are  primarily 


cultural  and  social,  they  can  be 
learned  by  observation  and  study. 
So  if,  for  example,  one  decides  at  an 
early  age  one  does  not  really 
belong  to  one's  birth-designated 
gender  and  pays  constant  and  care- 
ful attention  to  the  socialization 
actually  designed  for  the  "oppo- 
site" gender,  one  can  claim  a right 
to  be  considered  a member  of  that 
gender.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we're 
hard-wired  into  a gender,  it's  easier 
to  claim  one  has  the  requisite 
requirements  even  though  some 
(e.g.,  the  "right"  genitals,)  might  be 
missing. 

The  battle  was  designated  by 
the  combatants  "The  Nature- 
Nurture  Debate,"  and  has  raged 
from  the  late  sixties  to  the  present. 
All  sorts  of  experiments  have  been 
done  and  research  data  thrown 
about.  For  instance,  it  was  found 
that  mice  treated  with  "opposite" 
sex  hormones  would  behave  like 
the  opposite  sex  in  mounting 
behaviors  and  degree  of  aggres- 
sion— a plus  for  the  nature  side.  On 
the  other  hand,  girls  who  studied 
math  away  from  boys  and  with 
materials  developed  for  them  were 
found  to  do  as  well  as  boys — score 
one  for  nurture. 
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Neither  side  could  strike  a fatal 
blow  or  make  the  telling  point  that 
would  settle  the  debate.  What  was 
needed  was  a deciding  case,  a 
practical  experiment  that  did  not 
involve  mice,  but  humans.  What 
was  needed  was  to  take  a biological 
birth-designated  boy  and  raise  him 
as  a girl,  and  a biological  birth- 
designated  girl  and  raise  her  as  a 
boy.  If  the  nature  camp  was  right, 
the  experiment  was  doomed  to 
failure,  but  if  the  nurture  camp  was 
right,  the  children  would  grow  up 
to  be  happy  and  well-adjusted 
members  of  the  gender  of  raising. 
It  was  too  bad  that  for  ethical 
reasons  such  an  experiment  could 
not  be  run.  Then,  one  day  a 
family's  tragedy  became  a scientific 
opportunity. 

John  Colapinto's  As  I 
Nature  Made  Him  tells  the  sad 
tale  of  David  Weimer,  a 
Winnipeg  boy  born  with  the 
name  Bruce  on  August  22,  1965. 
On  April  27,  1965,  when  he  was 
eight  months  old,  Bruce's  penis 
was  tragically  destroyed  during  a 
medically  mandated  circumcision. 

After  searching  various 
avenues  for  advice,  the  family  was 
put  in  contact  with  Dr.  John 
Money,  a renowned  sexologist  at 
John  Hopkins  University.  Money 
was  a leading  proponent  of  the 
nurture  theory,  known  for  arguing 
strongly  that  intersex  children  born 
with  ambiguous  genitalia  should 
immediately  be  surgically  altered 
to  fit  into  one  of  the  two  sex 
categories. 

Here,  at  last,  was  the  long- 
awaited  test  case. 

Under  Money's  guidance,  baby 
Bruce  was  surgically  reassigned 
and  raised  as  a girl.  Not  only 
would  Money  and  his  associates  be 
able  to  observe  the  effect  of  cross- 
gender socialization  from  a very 
early  age,  but,  miraculously,  Bruce 
had  a twin  brother,  Brian.  They 
even  had  a control! 

On  Money's  instructions, 
David's  name  was  changed  to 
Brenda  and  everyone  in  the  family 
who  was  aware  of  her  past  as  a 
little  boy  was  sworn  to  forget  it.  At 
19  months,  David  ceased  to  exist 


and  Brenda  was  born. 

Through  the  years,  Money's 
papers  cited  the  case  as  compelling 
evidence  that  the  greatest  part  of 
sexual  and  gender  characteristics 
were  due  not  to  biology,  but  to 
socialization.  Money's  reports  were 
glowing.  The  annual  visits  and 
snippets  of  news  gleaned  from  the 
mother's  letters  demonstrated  the 
correctness  of  his  theories.  Brenda 
was  described  as  a happy,  well- 
adjusted,  and  perfectly  feminine 
little  girl.  But  the  sad  fact  was 
Brenda  was  an  outrageous  misfit 
with  devastatingly  poor  social  and 
attention  skills,  the  butt  of  vicious 
schoolyard  jibes  at  her  masculine 
manner. 


Brenda's  existence  was  miser- 
able. She  was  sent  to  numerous 
counselors,  more  than  one  of 
whom  urged  that  she  be  told  the 
truth,  but  Dr.  Money  always 
disagreed:  he  could  not  admit  that 
in  the  only  recordable  instance  in 
which  he  had  the  right  circum- 
stances for  an  experiment,  his 
theory  had  failed. 

Brenda's  health  care  workers 
were  in  awe  of  the  prestige,  reputa- 
tion and  power  of  John  Money,  and 
they  also  knew  he  was  not  above 
using  his  power  to  suppress  hostile 
theories  and  punish  those  who 
held  them — and  so  they  remained 
quiet.  It  was  not  until  Brenda  was 
sixteen,  had  attempted  suicide,  and 
had  independently  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  she  was  not  really  a 


girl  that  her  parents  told  her  she 
had  been  born  a boy  named  Bruce. 
Brenda  immediately  changed  her 
name  to  David  and  began  living  as 
a man. 

Several  years  ago  the  details  of 
David's  case  were  made  public  by 
Drs.  Milton  Diamond  and  H.K. 
Sigmundson.  The  ensuing  discus- 
sion has  helped  to  sway  the 
medical  establishment  away  from 
the  view  that  SRS  is  imperative  for 
any  child  born  with  anomalous 
genitalia. 

It's  not  so  much  that  the  nur- 
ture theory  is  wrong  as  that  the 
interaction  between  the  environ- 
ment, our  biological  makeup,  and 
the  socialization  processes  we 
undergo  is  a complex  and  involved 
process  that  no  two 

r people  experience  the 
same  way.  As  an  experi- 
ment, the  situation  was  less 
ideal  than  originally  assumed. 
For  one  thing,  Bruce  existed  as  a 
boy  and  was  treated  as  a boy  for  19 
months  of  his  life,  and  we  have  no 
way  of  knowing  the  impact  of  that. 
For  another,  it  is  a one-case  test, 
never  a reliable  situation.  We  don't 
really  know  what  the  outcome 
would  have  been  had  it  happened 
to  another  child. 

I urge  you  to  read  this  fascinat- 
ing and  well-written  book  because 
it  teaches  us  many  things.  It  tells 
about  how  science  is  much  more 
political  and  monolithic  than  you 
may  imagine.  It  explains  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  penetrate  an  academic 
power  matrix  even  from  the  inside, 
because  so  much  is  at  stake  in 
admitting  error.  It  describes  the  dif- 
ficulties and  traumas  experienced 
by  so  many  children  born  genitally 
and  sexually  diverse,  and  how  our 
attachment  to  the  bipolar  gender 
system  subjects  them  to  what  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  abuse, 
mutilation,  and  torture.  But  above 
all,  it  details  the  struggle  of  one 
individual  to  find  himself  while 
having  his  very  reality  denied.  You 
won't  be  able  to  put  it  down. 


Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert  is  a Professor  of 
Philosophy  at  York  University.  She  can  be 
reached  at  nriqqi@gilbertl.net. 
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Comfortable  in  Your  Skin:  Theorizing  Transsexual  Narratives 

Review  by  Jody  Norton 


Jay  Prosser.  Second  Skins:  The  Body 
Narratives  of  Transsexuality.  New 
York:  Columbia  University  Press, 
1998.  270  + xii  pp. 

Jay  Prosser's  Second  Skins:  The 
Body  Narratives  of  Transsexuality  is 
that  rare  commodity,  a book  that 
makes  a substantial  new  theoretical 
contribution  to  its  field  of  inquiry. 
Prosser  begins  with  Didier  Anzieu's 
contention,  against  Lacan,  that  "the 
unconscious  is  the  body"  (Anzieu, 
p.  43),  and  that  "the  body's  physical 
skin"  is  "the  primary  organ  underly- 
ing the  formation  of  the  ego" 
(Prosser,  p.  65).  This  ego,  which 
Anzieu  labels  the  Skin  Ego,  empha- 
sizing its  functions  as  image  and  con- 
tainer of  the  self,  "marks  the  point  at 
which  self-image  meets  the  grounds 
of  the  body"  (Prosser,  p.  73).  The 
pre-operative  transsexual,  however, 
cannot  accommodate  her/his  sense 
of  self  to  her/his  body.  Prosser 
observes  that,  for  many  transsexuals, 
"The  image  of  wrong  embodiment 
describes  most  effectively  the 
experience  of  pretransition  (dis)- 
embodiment:  the  feeling  of  a sexed 
body  dysphoria  profoundly  and 
subjectively  experienced"  (p.  69). 

Prosser's  key  achievement  is  to 
account  for  this  feeling,  which  he 
does  with  a genuinely  new  synthetic 
argument:  because  the  transsexual's 
"body  image  is  radically  split  off 
from  the  material  body  in  the  first 
place"  (p.  69),  and  if  Anzieu  is  correct 
in  his  theorization  of  the  Skin  Ego  as 
"psychic/somatic  interface"  (Prosser, 


Hp.  71),  the  trans- 
sexual may  need 
to  resort  to  surgi- 
cal intervention — 
in  order  to  feel 
comfortable  in 
her/his  own  skin. 
As  Prosser  puts  it, 

identity  disorder  may  be  experienced 
precisely  as  a disorder,  a physically 
embodied  disease  or  dysphoria  that 
dislocates  the  self  from  bodily  home 
and  to  which  sex  reassignment  does 
make  all  the  difference  (p.  203). 

Thus,  while  we  are  certainly 
discussing,  in  the  case  of  the  contem- 
porary transsexual,  an  historically 
and  culturally  located  condition,  we 
are  dealing  neither  with  "dupes  of 
gender,"  in  Bernice  Hausman's 
unfortunate  phrase,  nor  with  people 
whom  Judith  Butler,  Gordene  Olga 
MacKenzie,  and  others  imply  are 
confused  at  best,  reactionary  at 
worst,  in  their  desire  to  assimilate 
themselves  to  essentialist  paradigms 
of  sex/ gender. 

A demonstration  of  the  medical 
and  ethical  justification  for  transsex- 
ual body  modification  is  understand- 
ably less  difficult  to  offer  than  a 
convincing  account  of  the  precise 
psychosomatic  relations  between 
body,  skin,  body  image,  and  Skin  Ego 
as  they  are  mediated  and  shaped  by 
sensation,  fantasy,  emergent  self- 
concept  and  desire.  For  example, 
neither  Anzieu  nor  Prosser  adequately 
differentiates  between  the  skin  as 
such  and  the  internal  materiality  of 
the  body  (including,  but  not  limited 
to,  sex  organs).  They  employ  a 
variety  of  terms  like  Skin  Ego,  body 
image,  and  bodily  ego,  which 
expand  and  contract  their  semantic 
range  in  different  contexts.  But  they 
do  not  define  precisely  the  relations 
between  the  skin,  the  shape  of  the 
skin  (a  shape  of  course  provided  not 
by  the  skin,  but  by  bones,  tissue, 
cartilage,  fat,  and  so  on),  and  the 
schema  of  the  body  that  constitutes 
itself  within  the  psyche.  For  example, 
consider  the  relations  between  a 
(semiotically  permeable)  skin  and  a 
body  which  may  look,  and  feel 


physically,  like  a girl's  (a  gynecomastic 
boy),  feel  psychically  like  a boy's  (the 
same  person),  and  be  judged  cultur- 
ally as  neither  (monstrous,  requiring 
medical  intervention-in  turn  creating 
traumatic  self-reconceptualizations, 
shame,  or  other  psychic  wounds  in 
the  child).  In  such  a case,  the  theoret- 
ical relation  of  a Skin  Ego  to  the 
complex  phenomenology  of  the  body 
seems  somewhat  opaque. 

Secondly,  the  origin  of  the  trans- 
sexual dilemma  (experiencing  one's 
internal  sense  of  self  as  incongruent 
with  one's  body  image)  cannot  be 
accounted  for  by  Anzieu's  notion  of 
the  Skin  Ego,  which  would  seem  to 
imply  a "natural"  or  biological  deter- 
mination of  gender,  since  the  body  as 
it  is,  theoretically  founds  the  ego's 
whoness  (who  I am,  what  I look  like). 
How,  then,  is  it  possible  that  a male 
skin /body  could  ever  eventuate  in  a 
female-identified  ego? 

The  central  topic  of  Second  Skins 
is,  as  the  subtitle  indicates,  the  place 
of  narrative  in  the  history  of  transex- 
ual discourse  (both  medical  and 
autobiographical).  Prosser  argues 
that  transsexual  identity  takes  its 
shape  only  through  narrative  form. 
The  individual  transsexual,  whether 
or  not  s/he  authors  a book,  must  nar- 
ratize  herself  or  himself  both  in  order 
to  present  successfully  as  a candidate 
for  sex  reassignment  surgery,  and  in 
order  to  construct  a sense  of  self  that 
makes  sense.  Somehow,  that  is,  the 
transsexual  or  proto-transsexual 
must  move  from  her/his  excruciat- 
ing feelings  of  disembodiment  to  a 
theorization  of  herself/himself  as 
dysphoric,  to  a teleological  vision  of 
healing. 

Prosser  writes: 

Reproduced  in  autobiography, 
transsexuality  emerges  as  an 
archetypal  story  structured 
around  shared  tropes  and 
fulfilling  a particular  narrative 
organization  of  consecutive 
stages:  suffering  and  confusion; 
the  epiphany  of  self-discovery; 
corporeal  and  social  trans- 
formation/conversion; and 
finally  the  arrival  “home”— 
the  reassignment  (p.  101). 
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Prosser  traces  the  thematics  and 
patterns  of  imagery  in  a variety  of 
transsexual  autobiographies,  includ- 
ing Jan  Morris'  Conundrum:  An 
Extraordinary  Narrative  of  Transsexualism, 
Raymond  Thompson's  What  Took  You 
So  Long?,  Renee  Richards's  Second 
Serve:  The  Renee  Richards  Story,  Mario 
Martino's  Emergence:  A Transsexual 
Autobiography,  and  Caroline  Cossey's 
My  Story. 

Second  Skins  makes  several  other 
contributions  of  importance.  The 
book  opens  with  an  informed,  intelli- 
gent critique  of  the  work  of  Judith 
Butler,  and  of  queer  theory's 
appropriation  of  the  figure  of  the 
transgender  to  stand  for  queer  sexu- 
ality. While  distinctions  between 
gender  and  sexuality  can  never  be 
made  in  unequivocal  terms,  Prosser 
is  of  course  right  in  pointing  out  that 
many  transsexuals  and  transgenders 
do  not  by  any  means  identify  as 
queer  (even  if  their  self-defined 
gender  may  make  them  seem  so, 
according  to  the  hidebound  logic  of 
heteronormativity ) . 

Prosser's  book  contains  a chapter 
on  Radclyffe  Hall's  The  Well  of 
Loneliness,  in  which  he  argues  for 
reading  the  classic  "lesbian"  novel  as 
in  fact  centering  on  a transgendered 
protagonist.  The  final  chapter  reads 
Leslie  Feinberg's  Stone  Butch  Blues, 
and  distinguishes  between  transsex- 
ual and  transgender  consciousness. 
The  epilogue  theorizes  photographic 
representations  of  the  (invisible?) 
transsexual. 

Like  any  groundbreaking  book. 
Second  Skins  not  only  changes  the 
ways  we  can  think  about  things,  it 
also  inspires  a desire  to  respond.  Two 
issues  that  surface  in  the  book  that 
Tapestry  readers  may  want  to  debate 
with  Prosser  are,  first,  his  assertion  of 
a "difference  between  gender  identi- 
ty and  sex  that  serves  as  the  logic  of 
transsexuality"  (p.  43).  This  state- 
ment appears  in  the  midst  of 
Prosser's  critique  of  Butler,  and  it  is 
clear  that  he  has  Butler's  theory  of 
gender  performativity  foremost  in 
his  mind  when  he  speaks  of  gender 
identity.  Nevertheless,  many  trans- 
genders who  do  not  identify  as 
transsexual  feel  an  interiority  to  their 
gender  identification. 


Furthermore,  we  can  suggest 
that  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  either 
Butler's  or  any  other  radical  con- 
structionist position  on  gender  for- 
mation is  entirely  correct.  Given 
what  we  currently  know  about  the 
dynamic  interactivity  between  cul- 
ture and  the  body  in  human  beings 
and  other  animals,  it  is  highly  unlikely 
that  gender  is  in  no  way  determined 
or  inflected  by  genes,  hormones,  diet, 
and  the  shape  and  anatomical  sex  of 
the  body. 

Prosser  is  a careful  thinker  who 
rarely  makes  the  mistake  of  reducing 
inflections  of  difference  into  opposi- 
tions, and  he  might,  in  another  con- 
text, be  entirely  willing  to  qualify  the 
notion  of  difference  he  asserts  above. 

The  second  issue  has  to  do  with 
Prosser's  implicit  definition  of  the 
word  transsexual  to  signify  persons 
of  the  last  fifty  years  who  have  either 
made,  or  considered  making,  a med- 
ically assisted  "somatic  transition 
from  gender  deviant  to  sex-changed" 
(p.  139).  Not  all  historians  and  theo- 
rists of  sex  and  gender  would  to 
restrict  the  meaning  of  transsexual  to 
what  amounts  to  its  modern  clinical 
definition.  For  example,  Leslie 
Feinberg  asserts  that  "in  [pre- 
medieval]  cooperative  societies, 
transgender,  transsexual,  and  inter- 
sexual  people  lived  openly,  with 
honor"  [Feinberg,  Transgender 
Warriors  70]).  Catherine  Millot 
includes  the  late  nineteenth-early 
twentieth-century  Russian  Skoptzy 
Sect  in  her  book  Horsexe:  Essay  on 
Transsexuality.  Kate  Bornstein  sug- 
gests as  an  answer  to  the  question 
"Who  is  a transsexual?"  "Anyone 
whose  performance  of  gender  calls 
into  question  the  construct  of  gender 
itself"  (Bornstein,  Gender  Outlaiv,  p. 
121).  And  Judith  Halberstam  is 
quoted  by  Prosser  as  claiming  that 
"We  are  all  transsexuals" 
(Halberstam,  Female  Masculinity,  p. 
212).  Whether  or  not  the  term  trans- 
sexual, as  a concept,  can  or  should  be 
applied  to  pre-modern  gender  identi- 
ties (even  to  speak  of  pre-modern 
gender  identities  is  of  course 
anachronistic)  and  practices  of  bodily 
modification,  or  to  broader  or 
narrower  ranges  of  contemporary 
identities  and  behaviors,  is  moot. 


Prosser's  use  of  transsexual  is  entire- 
ly legitimate,  but  he  would  have 
done  well  both  to  mark  out  the 
boundaries  of  that  use  explicitly,  and 
to  acknowledge  that  a variety  of 
other  usages  appear  in  the  literature. 

Given  his  tendency  towards  a 
conservative  definition  of  the  term 
transsexual,  Prosser's  claim  that 
"among  the  case  histories  of  sexual 
inverts  we  find  our  first  transsexual 
narratives"  (p.  10)  is  remarkable  for 
two  reasons.  First,  Prosser  traces  the 
origin  of  the  term  transsexual,  early 
on  in  his  book,  to  D.  O.  Cauldwell's 
1949  article  "Psychopathia  Transex- 
ualis."  And  although  he  later 
mentions  Lili  Elbe,  the  1933  sex 
reassignment  patient,  Richard  von 
Krafft-Ebing's  and  Havelock  Ellis's 
case  histories  significantly  predate 
both  these  historical  moments.  Thus, 
in  this  instance  at  least,  Prosser 
allows  the  term  transsexual  some 
historical  (and  categorical)  latitude. 

Secondly,  careful  reading  of 
Krafft-Ebing's  Psychopathia  Sexualis, 
as  Prosser  notes,  suggests  that  the 
feeling  of  being  a woman  animates  at 
least  several  of  Krafft-Ebing's  male 
"inverts"  in  very  strikingly  particular 
ways.  This,  in  turn,  implies  that 
transsexuality,  in  Prosser's  own 
terms,  is  in  fact  "reliant"  neither  on 
twentieth-century  surgical  tech- 
niques nor  on  "the  autobiographical 
form"  (p.  119),  because  the  feeling  of 
being  a woman  or  a man  would,  in 
the  case  of  Krafft-Ebing's  patients, 
necessarily  precede  both  his/her 
self-representation  to  a physician 
and,  historically,  the  possibility  of  sex 
reassignment  surgery.  (We  might 
note,  in  this  connection,  that  the  like- 
lihood of  quite  rigorously  truthful 
testimony  in  Krafft-Ebing's  case 
histories  is  greater  than  it  would  later 
come  to  be,  since  at  that  time,  Krafft- 
Ebing  would  have  been  functioning 
only  as  a psychotherapist,  not  as  a 
gatekeeper  to  surgery.) 

Second  Skins  constitutes  an 
important  theoretical  advance  in  the 
discourse  of  transsexuality.  It  is  a 
work  with  which  readers  of  Tapestn/, 
whatever  their  gender  affiliation, 
will  want  to  be  familiar. 
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VIDEOS 

Cross-Gender,  Cross-Culture:  Transgenderism  and  Documentary  Film 

Review  by  Andrew  Matzner 


OVER  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS,  A 
SMALL  NUMBER  OF  FILM-MAKERS 
have  created  documentaries  about 
the  lives  of  transgendered  people 
in  non-western  countries.  I would 
like  to  introduce  and  briefly  discuss 
three  such  films,  all  of  which  I 
found  in  the  audiovisual  center  at 
my  local  university  library. 

The  documentaries  I've  chosen 
are  noteworthy  for  two  reasons: 
first,  they're  about  countries  for 
which  we  have  relatively  little 
information  regarding  transgen- 
derism (The  Philippines,  Thailand, 
and  Japan).  Therefore,  these  works 
would  be  extremely  valuable  to 
anyone  interested  in  learning  more 
about  transgendered  behavior  and 
identity  in  specific  cross-cultural 
contexts.  Second,  the  viewer  has 
the  chance  to  listen  directly  to  the 
voices  of  people  who've  been 
silenced  for  too  long. 

At  the  same  time,  I recognize 
that  the  form  a film  takes  is  dictat- 
ed by  the  agenda  of  its  writer  and 
director.  Much  like  the  author  or 
editor  of  a book,  these  behind-the- 
scenes  figures  ultimately  decide 
what  does  and  doesn't  appear  in 
their  documentaries.  However, 
whatever  their  strengths  and  weak- 
nesses, the  following  films  have 
one  thing  in  common:  they  give  a 
much-needed  audiovisual  dimen- 
sion to  our  knowledge  of  non-west- 
ern transgenderism. 

"Sunflowers"  (University  of 
California  Extension  Center  for 
Media  and  Independent  Learning, 
1997,  51  min.)  opens  with  filmmaker 
Shawn  Hainsworth's  voice-over. 
He  explains  how  as  a visitor  to  the 
Philippines  he  was  surprised  by 
the  high  level  of  acceptance  trans- 
gendered women  ( bakla ) seemed  to 
enjoy  in  their  local  communities.  In 
order  to  explore  more  deeply  the 
place  of  MTF  transgenderism  in 
Philippine  society,  Shawn  decided 
to  make  a documentary  about 


"Sunflowers,"  a group  of  bakla 
who  are  well-known  throughout 
their  province  for  performing  an 
annual  Christian  festival  in  elabo- 
rate drag. 

This  reasonably  well-shot 
ethnographic  film  is  propelled  by  a 
loose  narrative  drive.  During  the 
first  half  Shawn  takes  pains  to 
provide  a social  context  for  his 
audience  by  featuring  numerous 
interviews  with  bakla,  members  of 
their  families,  and  other  community 
members.  The  second  portion 
focuses  more  on  Sunflower's 
preparations  for  the  Santa  Cruzan 
festival,  and  climaxes  with  the 
event  itself,  an  enormously  popular 
affair  that  attracts  hundreds  of 
spectators  from  all  over  the 
province. 

One  of  the  strengths  of  this 
documentary  is  that  it  doesn't  shy 
away  from  presenting  the  ambiguity 
which  informs  community  atti- 
tudes toward  bakla.  Shawn  learns 
that  what  from  an  American  stand- 
point appears  to  be  a remarkable 
tolerance  towards  transgenderism 
doesn't  necessarily  translate  into 
full-scale  acceptance.  For  example, 
on  the  one  hand  bakla  have  a wide 
variety  of  employment  opportuni- 
ties open  to  them.  That  is,  transgen- 
dered women  aren't  ghettoized 
into  particular  professions.  The 
bakla  Shawn  interviewed  included 
a teacher,  an  elementary  school 
principal,  a doctor,  a beautician, 
and  a bank  clerk. 

Yet  the  Philippines  is  a devoutly 
Catholic  country,  and  "sodomy"  (a 
term  denoting  sexual  deviance  that 
refers  to,  among  other  things, 
crossdressing  and  homosexuality) 
is  a sin.  As  a fisherman  states  in  the 
local  language,  "You  know  why  we 
don't  like  gays  [bakla]?  Because  it 
is  prohibited  by  God  to  be  a gay 
[bakla]  or  lesbian."  He  goes  on  to 
say,  "If,  for  example,  I had  a brother 
who  was  gay  [bakla],  the  first  thing 


I would  do  is  try  to  make  him  a 
he-man.  But  if  there's  nothing  I can 
do,  that's  OK.  It  depends."  Shawn 
asks  the  middle-aged  fisherman  if 
he  would  accept  a bakla  relative. 
"Yes,  I would  accept  him.  After  all, 
I had  done  everything  I could  and 
he  still  didn't  change.  I should  just 
let  him  be  if  that's  what  he  wants." 
One  may  see  from  the  fisherman's 
statements  how  acceptance  is  not  a 
clear-cut  issue. 

While  "Sunflowers"  is  a valuable 
document  because  of  Shawn's 
interviews,  there  is  one  problematic 
aspect  of  the  film.  Shawn  conducted 
his  interviews  in  his  informants' 
native  language,  as  well  as  in 
English.  During  the  non-English 
interviews  (like  the  one  with  the 
fisherman  above),  English  subtitles 
run  across  the  bottom  of  the  screen. 
Shawn  consistently  translates  the 
word  "bakla"  to  mean  "gay."  This 
is  curious  because  the  individuals 
who  identify  as  bakla  include  not 
only  gender-normative  and  effemi- 
nate gay  men,  but  people  like  Cefie, 
who  claims,  "My  heart,  my  feel- 
ings, are  really  a woman's,"  and 
Yolly,  who  says,  "My  feelings  are 
like  those  of  a real  woman,  even 
more  than  a woman."  Shawn 
neither  explains  nor  explores  the 
different  identities  which  the  term 
"bakla"  can  refer  to.  Thus,  it 
becomes  difficult  to  understand  the 
meaning  which  "gay"  has  taken  on 
in  the  Philippine  context,  as  when 
Yolly  states,  "If  you  are  gay  here  in 
the  Philippines,  you  consider  your- 
self as  a real  girl...  So,  you  are 
attracted  to  real  men,  not  to  gays." 

While  Shawn's  burying  of 
transsexual  issues  under  the  "gay" 
rubric  is  one  of  the  film's  weaker 
points,  "Sunflowers"  nonetheless 
succeeds  as  an  in-depth  and  illumi- 
nating documentary,  mainly  due  to 
its  emphasis  on  allowing  bakla  and 
other  community  members  to 
speak  for  themselves. 
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Moving  westward  to  Thailand, 
we  encounter  "Ladyboys"  (Water 
Bearer  Films,  1992,  53  min.),  a 
professionally  shot  and  staged  pro- 
duction that  showcases  scores  of 
stunning  MTF  crossdressers 
(katoey).  The  main  story-line 
concerns  Ott  (ostensibly  the  film's 
narrator)  and  Dot,  a pair  of  young 
and  attractive  katoey  striving  to 
make  their  fortunes  in  a society  in 
which  they  often  find  themselves 
treated  with  a mixture  of  fascina- 
tion and  disgust. 

The  first  part  of  the  film  follows 
the  two  as  they  get  ready  to 
compete  in  a huge  upcountry 
katoey  beauty  pageant.  With  skill- 
ful camera-work  following  pre- 
contest preparations  and  the  event 
itself,  viewers  are  treated  to  an 
often-ignored  part  of  Thai  culture. 

Having  failed  to  win  the  con- 
test, Ott  and  Dot  decide  to  uproot 
themselves  from  their  families  and 
travel  south  from  their  homes  in 
Chiang  Mai.  They  hope  to  find 
success  in  Pattaya,  a seaside  tourist 
sex  mecca  not  far  from  Bangkok. 

Once  they've  arrived  at  their 
destination,  Ott  and  Dot  follow  dif- 
ferent courses.  Ott  heads  straight  to 
Alcazar,  a cavernous  stadium-like 
theater  which  is  home  to  a slickly 
produced  female  impersonation 
show.  Scores  of  foreign  tourists  are 
bused  in  daily  for  the  cabaret's 
numerous  performances,  making 
Alcazar  one  of  the  most  popular 
destinations  in  Pattaya.  A job  here 
means  good  money,  but  naturally, 
competition  is  fierce.  Ott,  who  gets 
a tryout  only  because  of  family 
connections,  quickly  discovers  she 
isn't  skilled  enough  to  land  a spot. 

Meanwhile,  Dot  manages  to 
land  a job  as  a comic  actress  in  a 
much  lower-scale  and  raunchier 
female-impersonation  show.  This 
means  garish  make-up  and  ridicu- 
lous costumes,  taking  Dot  far  away 
from  the  beauty  queen  days  of  only 
weeks  before,  when  she  was  at  her 
feminine  finest  on  the  contest  stage. 

And  thus  the  film  ends  in  irony, 
with  Dot  in  a new,  unglamorous  job 
and  Ott,  lonely  and  discouraged, 
setting  her  sights  on  becoming  a 
male  go-go  dancer/prostitute,  an 


occupation  more  easily  entered 
than  Alcazar's  gilded  gates. 

As  a human  interest  story, 
"Ladyboys"  offers  a rare  glimpse 
into  Thai  transgender  lives.  Most  of 
the  Western  literature  about  katoey 
is  smothered  in  cliches  and  general- 
izations. It's  refreshing  to  bypass 
the  academics  and  learn  about  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  katoey  first- 
hand. Besides  presenting  wonder- 
fully shot  scenes  of  a katoey  beauty 
contest,  the  filmmakers  also 
provide  plenty  of  footage  of  trans- 
gender lives  that  would  otherwise 
be  difficult  for  foreigners  to  access. 


For  example,  at  one  point  early  in 
the  film.  Dot  is  filmed  in  the  "safe 
house"  she  has  set  up  for  pre-ado- 
lescent katoey,  which  is  located  on 
her  family's  property.  The  images 
of  Dot  interacting  with  and  giving 
advice  to  a group  of  young  cross- 
dressers who  appear  to  be  around 
ten  years  old  are  quite  striking. 

Yet  as  a documentary  that  pur- 
ports to  provide  knowledge  about 
what  it  means  to  be  a katoey,  this 
film  suffers  from  several  serious 
issues.  First,  although  Ott  narrates 
the  film  in  fluent  English,  it's  not 
made  clear  how  this  17-year-old 
country  boy  managed  to  learn  the 


language.  Tellingly,  in  one  scene 
with  a foreigner,  neither  Ott  nor 
Dot  communicate  with  him  in 
English.  This  leads  me  to  wonder 
two  things:  First,  if  Ott  is  not  really 
narrating,  then  who  is?  The  credits 
offer  no  clues.  Second,  is  "Ott's" 
narration  really  her  own?  That  is, 
was  it  written  for  her  by  someone 
else?  Passing  off  another  person's 
narration  as  Ott's  own  is  disingen- 
uous, and  calls  the  integrity  of  the 
documentary  into  question. 

Secondly,  the  film  touches  only 
lightly  on  issues  of  acceptance  and 
identity.  Ott  narrates,  "We  know 
that  society  is  supposed  to  be  toler- 
ant, but  in  a new  moral  climate,  we 
are  called  the  'unacceptable  face  of 
Thailand'."  The  film  never  explains 
what  the  "new  moral  climate"  is  or 
what  has  brought  it  about.  In  addi- 
tion, Ott  consistently  uses  male 
pronouns  to  refer  to  katoey,  as  well 
as  calling  them  "the  boys."  The 
existence  of  transsexual  identities  is 
never  brought  up. 

Finally,  there  are  long  stretches 
of  Thai  dialogue  in  this  film  left 
untranslated.  To  me,  this  is 
unacceptable.  The  non-Thai  speak- 
er can  only  sit  and  wait  out  these 
scenes,  wondering  what  she  or  he 
is  missing.  The  Thai-speaker, 
however,  upon  listening  to  the 
interesting  dialogue  between 
katoey,  or  between  katoey  and 
family  members,  ends  up  being 
completely  puzzled  as  to  why  the 
film-makers  had  decided  not  to  let 
their  audience  in  on  some  fascinat- 
ing information.  I simply  cannot 
understand  why  the  voices  of 
katoey  regarding  issues  such  as 
familial  acceptance  and  the  effects 
of  transsexual  surgery  and  hor- 
mones were  silenced  by  the  lack  of 
an  English  translation. 

In  the  end,  however,  I must 
commend  "Ladyboys"  for  its  tech- 
nically well-produced  depictions  of 
the  lives  of  katoey.  It's  a film  that 
certainly  inspired  me  to  learn  more 
about  transgenderism  in  Thailand. 
Nevertheless,  I still  get  an  uneasy 
feeling  whenever  I watch  it.  For  a 
documentary,  it  seems  a bit 
contrived.  There  are  too  many 
unanswered  questions  regarding 
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how  the  film  was  made,  and  why. 

The  third  documentary  also 
takes  place  in  Asia.  "Shinjuku 
Boys"  (Women  Make  Movies,  1996, 
53  min.)  focuses  on  three  transgen- 
dered  men  who  work  in  "Club 
Marilyn,"  a bar  located  in  Tokyo's 
Shinjuku  district,  which  employs 
FTM  hosts  to  serve  a female 
clientele.  These  hosts,  whom  the 
narrator  describes  as  "women  who 
have  decided  to  live  as  men,"  are 
called  onnabe  in  Japanese,' and  are 
considered  to  be  "ideal  men"  by 
their  customers. 

Unlike  "Ladyboys"  and 
"Sunflowers,"  both  of  which 
employ  a narrative-driven  struc- 
ture, this  film  is  more  "slice-of- 
life"-oriented.  That  is,  there's  no 
plot  to  whose  climax  the  film 
steadily  moves.  Instead,  the  film- 
makers provide  in-depth  inter- 
views with  Gaish,  Kazuki,  and 
Tatsu  at  their  homes,  along  with 
numerous  scenes  of  them  working 
at  the  bar.  One  small  story-line  is  to 
be  found,  though.  It  concerns 
Sampei,  whom  the  audience  first 
meets  when  he  applies  for  a job  at 
the  bar.  The  documentary  periodi- 
cally returns  to  Sampei,  whose 
progress  we  follow,  from  being 
hired  to  slowly  learning  the  ropes 
of  being  a host.  But  the  film's  lack 
of  a main  story-line  should  not  be 
construed  as  a weakness.  On  the 
contrary,  "Shinjuku  Boys"  provides 
illuminating  insights  into  the  lives 
of  its  subjects.  Gaish,  Kazuki,  and 
Tatsu  are  all  extremely  open  and 
forthcoming  with  their  feelings 
about  identity  and  sexual  issues. 

Both  Kazuki  and  Tatsu  have 
steady,  long-term  girlfriends,  who 
also  speak  about  their  relationships 
on  camera.  Gaish  is  more  of  a play- 
boy, and  is  shown  being  quite 
rough  with  his  admirers,  which 
only  causes  them  to  desire  him 
more. 

When  it  comes  to  sexual  inti- 
macy, it  appears  onnabe  follow  pat- 
terns similar  to  those  of  American 
stone  hutches,  in  which  the  clothed 
butch  provides  sexual  satisfaction 
for  her  femme  without  allowing 
herself  to  be  sexually  stimulated. 
For  example,  Gaish  states  he  is 


always  the  active  party.  "I  don't 
know  if  there  are  onnabe  who  take 
off  their  clothes,  but  I never  do.  My 
body  is  not  a man's,  so  I don't  want 
her  to  see  it."  Later  Gaish  remarks 
on  his  disinterest  in  sex.  "I've  only 
ever  done  it  to  someone  else;  I've 
never  had  it  done  to  me,  so  it 
doesn't  mean  anything  to  me." 
Tatsu  also  relates  how  at  first  he 
had  never  taken  off  his  clothes 
when  he  made  love  with  Tomoe, 
his  partner,  but  after  eight  months 
of  being  together,  he  has  reached 
the  point  where  he  is  comfortable 
removing  his  clothes  and  engaging 
in  a more  give-and-take  sexual 
relationship. 

The  documentary  also  explores 
issues  of  stigma.  Although  Gaish, 
Tatsu  and  Kazuki  are  able  to  earn 
sufficient  livings  at  Club  Marilyn, 


social  problems  remain.  For  Gaish, 
the  cultural  pressures  which  force 
women  to  marry  and  begin 
families  render  his  romantic 
relationships  problematic.  This  is 
because  onnabe  and  their  partners 
are  outcasts  in  Japanese  society,  not 
legally  permitted  to  marry.  Gaish 
believes  he  will  never  be  able  to 
have  a serious  long-term  relation- 
ship because  women  must  always 
leave  onnabe  to  get  married.  This 
premonition  of  how  all  his  relation- 
ships will  eventually  end  causes 
great  sadness  for  him.  Yet  Tatsu 
and  Tomoe  seem  to  have  a 
committed  relationship.  While  she 
hasn't  told  her  parents  that  Tatsu  is 
onnabe,  Tomoe  has  already 
explained  to  them  that  she  will  not 
allow  herself  to  be  pressured  into 
marriage.  Likewise,  during  an 
emotional  phone  call  to  his  mother, 


Kazuki  steadfastly  refuses  to  give 
in  to  her  desire  that  he  give  up  his 
lover  and  job  at  the  bar  and  return 
home. 

For  raising  these  issues  that  it 
does  and  allowing  its  subjects 
adequate  time  to  discuss  them  in 
an  in-depth  manner,  "Shinjuku 
Boys"  deserves  praise.  It  would 
have  been  interesting  to  hear  from 
Club  Marilyn's  female  customers 
about  why  they  feel  onnabe  have 
more  to  offer  them  than  other  men. 
A comparison  of  onnabe  masculin- 
ity with,  for  instance,  "salary  man" 
masculinity,  might  have  been 
interesting.  Of  course,  I can't  fault 
the  filmmakers  for  not  addressing 
this  issue,  because  it  comes  from 
my  own  bias.  Indeed,  it's  difficult 
for  me  to  critique  this  documentary 
because  I feel  it  successfully 
accomplished  what  it  set  out  to  do: 
give  voice  to  three  transgendered 
individuals  and  give  viewers  a look 
into  the  ways  they  live  and  manage 
their  daily  lives  in  a society  which 
does  not  fully  accept  them. 

OTHER  CROSS-CULTURAL 
FILMS  OF  INTEREST: 

"Paradise  Bent:  Boys  will  be 
Girls  in  Samoa"  (Re  Angle 
Pictures,  1999,  51  min.)  is  a 
well-made  and  in-depth  docu- 
mentary about  transgendered 
women  ( fa'atafine ) in  this  South 
Pacific  locale. 

"Dream  Girls"  (Women  Make 
Movies,  1993,  50  min.)  is  a 
behind-the-scenes  look  at 
Takarazuka,  a form  of  modern 
Japanese  drama  in  which  all  of 
the  parts  are  played  by 
women. 

"Portrait  of  an  Onnagata" 

(Films  for  the  Humanities  and 
Sciences,  Princeton,  NJ,  1992, 
30  min.)  is  a short  yet  interest- 
ing examination  of  the  onnaga- 
ta (female  impersonator)  role 
in  traditional  Japanese  Kabuki 
theater. 


60  • Transgender  Tapestry  #91 


It's  at  the  heart 
of  transgender — 
and  why  people  reject 
the  whole  transgender  idea. 


The  "Guy-In-A-Dress"  Line 

by  Callan  Williams 


" Miss  Gay  America  is  about  Gay  men 
being  Gay  men,  and  the  art  of  female 
impersonation,"  said  Norman  Jones, 
the  owner  of  the  pageant,  explaining 
that  the  policy  against  transsexuals  is 
key  to  the  pageant's  philosophy. 
" Otherwise  you're  a blob  of  collagen." 

this  is  the  great  dividing  line  of  transpeople 
“guy-in-a-dress” 

(or  “just-a-girl”  for  transpeople  born  female) 

some  cling  to  guy-in-a-dress 

some  reject  guy-in-a-dress 

some  ignore  guy-in-a-dress 

some  attack  guy-in-a-dress 

and  after  all 

it  asks  the  question 

can  the  expectations  laid  on  history 

and  on  biology 

ever  be  transcended 

or  is  there  no  hope 

of  transformation. 

"Transsexualism  is  a much  more  profound, 
deep-seated  identity  disorder,  not  cross-dress- 
ing as  a hobby  they  do  on  a Saturday  night," 
said  Dr  Russell  Reid,  an  English  based 
psychiatrist  who  sees  four  new  transsex- 
ual patients  every  week.  "It's  not  the  same 
as  the  gay  boys  who  cross  dress  and  the  drag 
queens — that's  a game,  they're  parody 
ivcmmi." 

The  line  that  runs  though  the 
heart  of  the  transgender  idea, 
at  least  for  people  born  male, 
is  the  line  of  where  being  a- 
guy-in-a-dress  ends  and  where 
being  a woman  starts. 

People  who  reject  the  transgender 
idea  reject  it  because  of  their  position 
on  being  a guy-in-a-dress.  For  cross- 


dressers and  female  impersonators, 
they  want  to  be  a guy-in-a-dress,  no 
matter  what  they  do,  retaining  the 
position  as  men  in  the  system  of 
desire,  whether  they  desire  straight 
women  or  gay  men.  For  transsexuals, 
they  never  want  to  be  seen  as  guys-in- 
dresses,  no  matter  what  they  do, 
retaining  the  position  of  woman  in 
their  cultural  context. 

In  transgender  spaces  on  the 
Internet,  the  discussion  almost  always 
turns  on  this  issue:  does  biology  and 
history  define  us  as  always  men,  no 
matter  what  we  do  to  change  our 
choices,  our  role  or  our  body,  or  are 
we  really  defined  by  what  we  believe 
ourselves  to  be  and  to  have  always 
been? 

For  transpeople,  their  stand  on 
this  issue  defines  how  they  approach 
the  world  with  their  own  choices.  Are 
they  merely  crossdressers,  just  chang- 
ing clothes?  Are  they  really  women, 
with  a disorder  of  having  a female 
brain  in  a male-appearing  body  that 
comes  from  birth?  Are  they  just  doing 
it  for  the  show?  Are  they  standing  up 
for  the  right  to  be  eccentric  and  indi- 
vidual and  wear  whatever  they  want 
as  a man?  Are  they  demanding  to 
enter  women's  spaces,  with  or  with- 
out surgery?  Do  they  claim  there  is  no 
real  difference  between  men  and 
women,  or  do  they  want  to  keep  sep- 
arate from  guys-in-dresses? 

How  can  we  approach  this  issue 
in  a way  that  doesn't  trigger  our  fears, 
push  us  to  try  and  erase  people  who 
have  a different  position,  and  find 
some  consensus? 


crossdressing: 

wearing  clothes  culturally  assigned 
to  the  gender  which  isn’t  connected 
with  your  birth  genital  configuration. 

passing: 

creating  the  appearance  that  you  were 
born  & raised  with  the  appropriate  body 
for  your  gender  expressions 

woman: 

someone  who  makes  the 
choices  assigned  to  woman 

female: 

someone  assigned  as  female-bodied 
at  birth  or  soon  thereafter 

femaled: 

someone  with  a male  body  who 
has  been  surgically  and  hormonally 
altered  to  appear  as  female  as  possble. 

The  issue  for  transpeople-born-female 
is  embracing  manhood,  not  abandon- 
ing woman,  so  it's  phrased  slightly 
reversed — the  line  is  the  "really  a 
man"  line.  Drag  Kings  and  Butches — 
and  even  Les  Feinberg — avoid  man- 
hood and  cling  to  their  woman  identi- 
fication, for  personal,  political  and 
sexual  reasons. 

it’s  much  harder  for  women  to  crossdress, 
they  have  a much  larger  wardrobe 
though  they  can  temporarily  transsex 
themselves 

with  strapping  breasts  and  packing  a dildo 
like  drags  and  crossdressers  temporarily  trans- 
sex themselves 
with  tucked  penis  and  breast  forms. 

This  is  the  problem:  we  can't  yet 
change  the  sex  of  a human  body. 
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We  can,  through  intervention 
with  hormones  and  surgery,  change 
the  appearance  and  even  some  body 
functions,  femaling  a male  body,  but 
not  making  it  female,  as  a Texas  court 
recently  ruled  in  denying  widow 
status  to  a transsexual  woman  to  a 
man  born  male,  ruling  it  to  be  a 
same-sex  marriage  and  void. 

Even  for  transsexuals  who  claim 
they  were  born  with  a "female  brain" 
in  an  otherwise  normal  male  body — 
a claim  that  cannot  be  made  on  any 
objective  criteria — have  to  ask  why 
medical  science  should  not  work  to 
fix  their  brain  to  their  body,  rather 
than  the  body  to  the  brain. 

It's  not  clear  why  transsexual 
surgery  should  be  viewed  as  differ- 
ent than  any  other  form  of  body 
modification,  from  breast  implants  to 
castration  to  genital  nullification, 
none  of  which  change  the  sex  of  the 
body  even  when  they  change  some 
external  sexual  characteristics. 

Being  femaled  may  well  add  to 
the  quality  of  your  life,  give  you 
peace  and  standing  to  change  your 
life,  make  sexual  relationships  better, 
even  if  it  doesn't  change  the  sex  of 
your  body.  Do  people  of  Asian  decent 
turn  white  when  they  get  an  opera- 
tion to  open  the  epicanthral  folds  in 
their  eyelids  and  make  them  more 
round  eyed  than  almond  eyed?  Or  do 
they  just  feel  better  about  themselves, 
change  their  appearance  to  others? 

The  Legendary  Miss  Iodine  works  as  a boy 
at  a local  car  dealership.  On  the  wall 
behind  him  is  a picture  of  her  in  perfor- 
mance, slim  and  beautiful.  Iodine  reports 
straight  men  often  blanch  when  they  exam- 
ine the  photo.  Why?  Because  she  is  so 
pretty,  they  think  they  might  hit  on  her  and 
take  her  home.  Does  that  make  them 
homosexual? 

The  fundamental  differentiation 
between  humans  is  by  sex.  We  read 
reproductive  sex  quickly,  and  we 
read  it  well. 

Identifying  people  by  sex  is  fun- 
damental to  control  of  reproduction 
and  child  rearing,  which  is  the  pri- 
mary function  of  a system  of  gender. 
If  human  reproduction  was  not  based 
on  being  sexually  dimorphic — and 


any  species  which  is  between  45-49% 
one  thing  and  45-49%  another  over  a 
very  large  sample  can  be  considered 
dimorphic — then  the  system  of 
gender,  if  it  existed,  would  be  very 
different. 

If  we  cannot  yet  change  sex, 
change  males  to  females,  females  to 
males,  then  the  division  of  people 
by  sex  which  is  fundamental  to 
control  sexual  reproduction  stays 
fundamental. 

Gender  is  a system  of  communi- 
cation that  enforces  social  order 
around  sexual  relations,  reproduc- 
tion and  child  rearing  though  the 
establishment  and  communication  of 
gender  roles  and  expectations. 
Women  are  mommies  and  men  are 
daddies.  Since  procreation  is  funda- 
mental to  the  continuation  of  the 
species  and  the  culture,  gender  is 
important. 

Through  gendered  expression 
we  advertise  the  role  we  are  trained 
and  willing  to  play  in  the  dance  of 
human  reproduction.  When  our  gen- 
dered claims  are  at  odds  with  our 
individual  behaviors,  social  pressure 
ensues.  This  is  why  people  who  are 
not  firmly  fixed  in  the  gender  /sex 
connection,  by  being  femaled  if 
woman  or  by  staying  man  and  male, 
give  political  activists  headaches. 

Transvestism  is  about  changing  your  clothes. 

Transsexualism  is  about  changing  your  body. 

Transgender  is  about  changing  your  mind. 

Every  person  bom  male  with  trans- 
gender feelings  has  to  come  to  a 
position  on  being  a guy-in-a-dress. 

Is  being  a-guy-in-a-dress  a fact  of  life 
that  will  always  be  true  for  anyone 
born  with  a penis  and  identified  as 
male  at  birth,  or  is  being  a-guy-in-a- 
dress  a total  erasure  of  the  truth  of 
who  we  know  ourselves  to  be? 

Whatever  we  choose,  we  know 
that  is  the  line  we  have  to  watch, 
because  we  run  the  risk  of  having  our 
manhood  yanked  from  us  because 
we  are  a 'femiphile'  or  we  have  the 
risk  of  being  a guy-in-a-dress  when 
people  discover  our  birth  genital  con- 
figuration in  any  moment.  It's  this 
line  where  the  skirmishes  occur,  this 
boundary  that  is  policed  heavily  by 


everyone  involved  in  transgender. 

The  premise  of  Tri-Ess  has 
always  been  to  say  that  just  because  a 
man  likes  to  pad  his  body,  dress  up, 
wear  makeup  and  be  called  by  a 
woman's  name,  doesn't  mean  he  isn't 
a real  heterosexual  man.  Many  trans- 
sexual groups  say  that  "real  transsex- 
uals" were  never  really  men,  or  even 
really  male,  that  the  appearance  of 
functioning  male  reproductive 
organs  was  just  some  kind  of  birth 
defect. 

YAGINAD: 

A code  the  producers  of 
Let's  Make  a Deal  used  to  code  contestants: 
"Your  Average  Guy  In  A Dress" 

Transvestites  argue  that  if  they  just 
change  their  clothes,  everything  else 
stays  the  same,  stays  normative. 

Transsexuals  argue  that  if  they 
change  their  bodies,  their  "sex" 
changes  becomes  normative. 

Transgender  folk  argrue  that  as 
they  change  their  minds,  they 
become  more  fully  themselves,  what- 
ever normative  is.  Some  take  this  to 
an  extreme  and  say  society  doesn't 
need  a normative  at  all,  others  say 
that  norms  are  useful,  but  should 
only  be  a starting  point,  not  an  end 
point. 

crossdressers  say  “I  am  a normal 
guy,  in  a dress.” 
drag  queens  say  “I  am  a normal  gay  guy, 

in  a dress.” 

transpeople  say  “Guys  who  wear  dresses 
aren’t  normative.” 
transsexuals  say  “I  am  a normal  female 
woman,  who  was  born  with  a penis.” 
transpeople  say  “Women  born  with 
penises  aren’t  normative.” 

The  division  between  transpeople  is 
not  their  behavior  or  their  desires, 
but  their  level  of  rationalization  and 
pretense.  It  is  not  what  they  feel 
called  to  do,  but  how  they  choose  to 
manage  and  justify  those  callings. 

Do  we  deny  the  feelings?  Do  we 
call  them  a sickness  that  needs  a 
cure?  Do  we  sublimate  them? 

How  do  we  face  the  pressure  to 
appear  normative  when  we  know 
that  we  are  not  normative — we  are 
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males  who  are  called  to  make  choices 
society  has  categorized  as  feminine, 
as  appropriate  to  women  and  not 
appropriate  to  men? 

Do  we  try  and  just  indulge  being 
a guy  in  a dress,  or  do  we  run  from 
ever  really  being  male? 

Transgendered  people  are  excep- 
tions in  a vast  sea  of  people  for  whom 
the  idea  of  social  division  by  genital 
configuration  makes  perfect  sense. 
There  has  never  been  a society  with- 
out gender,  and  the  vast  majority  of 
females  like  being  women,  and  males 
like  being  men. 

It's  easy  for  transgendered  peo- 
ple to  know  what  they  hate,  what 
they  reject,  what  they  find  oppres- 
sive, what  they  want  to  run  from.  It's 
hard  for  us  to  know  what  we  want  to 
be,  where  we  are  willing  to  settle  and 
assimilate. 

We  may  be  an  immigrant  to 
woman,  or  we  may  be  in  exile  from 
man. 

you  can  have  lots  of  fun 
being  a guy-in-a-dress. 
after  all,  I should  know. 

I identified  that  way  for  about  eight  years 
even  using  my  given  boy’s  name 
just  changing  my  clothes, 
costume,  costume,  costume 
play  and  fun 
on-stage  or  off 
crossdressers  and  drag  queens 
cocky  under  a mini-skirt. 

really  a guy 
dressing  up  and  playing 
swagger  and  bravado 
fun  fun  fun. 

There  is  nothing  like  that  moment 
when  your  gender  switches  in 
someone's  eyes. 

It  might  be  the  moment  the  cop 
reads  your  license,  or  the  moment  the 
guy  next  to  you  starts  hitting  on  you. 
In  that  second,  you  aren't  anymore 
what  you  believe  you  are,  you  have 
been  re-gendered  by  the  observation 
of  another. 

There  is  a choice  in  that  moment: 
try  to  reclaim  or  play  it  as  it  lays.  Do 
you  assert  you  are  really  a man,  try  to 
claim  you  are  really  a woman? 


Jhana  Steele,  actress  and  Las  Vegas 
showgirl,  replied  to  a reporter  who 
said  she  fooled  him  into  thinking  she 
was  a woman,  "No,  I convinced  you  I 
am  a woman."  Part  of  that  is  the 
extraordinary  way  her  body  has  been 
femaled,  and  part  of  that  is  the  seam- 
less choices  of  a woman  she  makes, 
but  she  doesn't  fool  anyone — she  just 
expresses  her  truth. 

maybe 

the  word  crossdressing 

should  be  removed  from  vocabulary 

replaced  with  transgender. 

to  crossdress  is  to  focus  on  clothing 

not  expression 

to  somehow  link  clothing  with  sex 

and  make  sex  determinate. 

crossdressers,  of  course 

would  disagree. 

they  cling  to  being  men 

who  just  wear  cross-clothes 

about  the  objects 

and  not  what  they  mean. 

(which  is  that  the  wearer  isn’t  really  manly). 

Kymberleigh  Richards,  former  publisher 
of  Crosstalk  (and  not  nearly  as  easily 
femaled  as  Ms.  Steele),  recalls  when  a 
twenty-something  gent  with  a set  of 
Lexus  keys  who  was  ahead  of  her  in  line 
at  the  Thrifty  Drug  turned  and  said 
"You're  not  fooling  anyone,  you  know." 
Kym  replied,  "Good.  That  wasn't  the 
point." 

The  reason  we  want  to  pass  as  being 
born  the  normative  sex  for  our  gen- 
der presentation  is  simple:  it  means 
we  don't  have  to  negotiate  the  fears 
of  other  people,  don't  have  to  worry 
about  what  people  think  every  time 
we  go  into  the  women's  room. 

trannys 

(and  others) 

denied  normativity 

define  themselves  as  normative 

striking  out  against  others 

they  see  as  not  normative 

even  when  external  observers 

see  little  difference  between  the  two. 

crossdressing  is  normal,  but  gays  are  bad. 

transsexualism  is  normal,  but  crossdressers 

are  bad. 

drag  is  normal,  but  transsexualism  is  bad. 
indvidualism  is  normal,  but  assimilation 


is  bad. 

passing  is  normal,  but  standing  out 
is  bad. 

heart  space  is  normal,  but  critical  thought 
is  bad. 

feminist  separatism  is  normal, 
but  men-only  spaces  are  bad. 
and  so  on 
and  so  on 
and  so  on... 

today, 
at  least, 

i'm  not  sure  i get  the  point 
of  being  a guy-in-a-dress 
(and  every  transperson  born  male 
knows  they  are  a hair's  breath  of  being  a 
guy-in-a-dress 
in  any  moment  they  are  exposed 
no  matter  how  femaled  of  body  and 
woman  of  role 
they  are.) 

no  matter  how  good  being  a guy  in  a dress  is 
some  people  have  to  separate  from  being  one 
in  order  to  become  something  new. 

"A  fanatic  is  someone 
who  can't  change  their  mind  and 
who  won't  change  the  subject," 
said  Winston  Churchill. 

If  we  can't  change  out  minds 
and  society  won't  change  the  subject 
from  being  a guy-in-a-dress 
how  do  we  grow  up? 

Is  trans  behavior  about  concealing 
your  history  and  biology,  or  is  trans- 
gender about  revealing  your  inner 
spirit? 

Is  the  only  choice  we  have  to  lie, 
either  to  lie  about  who  we  were,  to  lie 
about  our  body,  or  to  lie  about  our 
inner  feelings?  Is  there  a way  to  tell 
the  truth  about  both  things  and  not 
be  dismissed  as  a guy  in  a dress? 

If  we  do  tell  truths  most  people 
find  conflicting,  both  male  and 
woman,  do  we  become  marginalized, 
written  off  as  weird,  freaks,  out  of 
society? 

How  do  we  create  mature 
models  of  transgender  if  transgender 
stays  only  an  adolescent  phenomenon, 
about  change  and  not  about  stability, 
about  being  a transforming  child  and 
not  taking  a role  as  a stable  parent? 

Maybe  the  ultimate  trans  opera- 
tion is  having  the  stick  removed  from 
your  butt,  the  rigid  pole  that  we  use 
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to  hide  our  true  fluid  nature,  the  pole 
that  stops  us  from  becoming  all  we 
can  be. 

i don’t  identify  as  a transsexual 
trying  to  transsex  my  body 
being  femaled 
but  many  transsexuals  have  said 
I seem  more  like  a transsexual 
than  many  self-identified  transsexuals. 

i do  identify  as  transgender 
making  new  choices 
regendering  my  mind 
by  moving  beyond  old  patterns 
to  womanspace 
but  what  does  that  mean 
to  the  young  black  man 
behind  the  cash  register 
who  says 
“I’ll  help  you  next,  sir” 
to  my  woman  painted  face? 
The  word  ma’am  would  choke  in  his  mouth 
he  can’t  be  fooled 
he  can’t  be  lead  astray 
by  guys-in-dresses. 
The  drill  is  the  same 
the  only  thing  you  can  be 
is  a guy-in-a-dress 
and  don’t  you  forget  it. 
Any  wonder  why 
long-term  stealth  transsexuals 
scream  bloody  hell  at  any  notion 
that  draws  a line  between  them 
and  people  who  claim  to  be 
guys-in-dresses? 

They  know 
in  a heartbeat 
their  years  and  their  efforts  can  be 
swept  away 
because  of  a bit  of  birth 
and  they  can  be  sir  again 
to  a smug  teenage  face 
who  claims  a victory  for  his  shallow  view 

of  the  truth. 

The  question  for  me  is  the  same:  How 
do  I feel  safe  making  the  choices  of  a 
woman?  It's  a question  many  strug- 
gle with — being  terrified  people  will 
feel  betrayed  if  they  see  us  as  a 
woman  born  female — passing — then 
discover  she  is  born  male  and  then 
feel  betrayed  and  lied  to. 

The  choices  most  trannys  (born 
male)  have  discovered  is 

1.  to  be  well-femaled — though 
that  is  rarely  possible  later  in  life,  and 
requires  we  conceal  our  biology  and 


history, 

2.  to  only  choose  safe  women's 
choice,  a kind  of  benign  and  sweet 
and  impotent  life  that  won't  trigger 
attacks, 

3.  to  make  their  status  as 
tranny  clear,  staying  on  some  level  a 
man-in-a-dress,  an  eccentric  individ- 
ual. This  requires  that  they  not  make 
totally  woman  choices,  for  that 
would  communicate  woman — they 
have  to  retain  man  choices  to  signal 
that  they  are  not  woman. 

let's  read  these  choices 

1.  to  lie 

2.  to  be  silent  and  placating 

3.  to  live  in  no-man's/no- 
woman's  land,  apart  from  gender 

I am  at  a workshop  for  GLBT  people  and 
the  facilitator  insists  on  calling  me  "he." 
"What  am  I saying  that  makes  you  believe 
1 see  myself  as  a 'he?'"  I ask.  "Is  it  my 
women's  shoes,  my  women's  stockings, 
my  women's  dress,  my  women's  makeup, 
my  women's  hair? 

"Or  is  it  just  the  fact  you  can  determine  I 
was  born  male, 
so  that  one  fact  overcomes  everything  I am 
saying  about  myself,  about  who  I am? 
"Can't  you  hear  me  over  my  penis?" 
How  does  one  deal  with  transpeople? 
Honor  who  people  show  you  they  are, 
not  who  you  expect  them  to  be. 

See  their  heart, 
not  just  their  body  and/or  history. 
Of  course,  that's  how  you  should  deal  with 

everyone. 

Transpeople  may  be  execptional, 
but  on  some  level,  every  human  is  an 
exceptional  being. 

Is  trans  just  about  the  drive  to  change 
clothes,  and  not  the  drive  to  express 
something  deep  within? 

Is  trans  just  about  being  born 
with  the  wrong  body,  and  not  being 
born  with  the  power  to  cross  worlds, 
walk  though  walls  others  see  as 
solid? 

Is  trans  just  about  performing  on 
stage,  and  not  about  the  performance 
of  gender  we  make  everyday? 

Is  trans  for  people  born  male  just 
about  guys  in  dresses,  or  is  trans 
about  saying  that  guys-in-dresses 


aren't  really  guys  at  all? 

We  can't  yet  change  the  sex  of  a 
body,  no  matter  how  many  opera- 
tions and  how  many  powerful 
hormones  we  survive. 

We  can  change  our  choices  to 
transcend  history  and  biology.  We 
can  define  our  role  in  culture  by 
defining  how  we  perform  who  we 
are  inside. 

Do  we  try  to  learn  the  tricks  of 
the  trade  and  pass,  or  do  we  work  to 
actually  learn  the  trade  we  claim? 

I really  do  love  my  clothes 
my  new  tights  are  wonderful 
and  painting  my  face 
is  an  ephemeral  work  of  my  art 
but  as  much  as  the  phrase 
I want  to  be  a drag  queen 
runs  though  my  head 
guy-in-a-dress  playing  clown 
my  secret  dream 
my  lost  dream 
my  hardest  dream 
is  simply  to  be  a woman 
so  I can  make  the  choices  of  a woman 
and  never  worry  about  being  exposed 
even  when  a lover  gets  me  naked. 
I can  be  a a drag  queen, 
a big  bold  queer  guy-in-a-dress, 
but  if  that  was  enough 
I would  have  been  happy 
years  ago. 

Gender  roles  are  good  and  valuable. 
Rules  are  a basis  for  a stable  society. 
Transcending  those  rules,  though, 
and  creating  new  ones,  is  the  only 
way  progress  can  be  made. 

There  ain't  no  rules  around  here! 

We' re  tri/ing  to  accomplish 
something! 

— Thomas  Alva  Edison 

guy-in-a-dress  is  the  cleft 
and  people  whose  reality  says 

humans  should  be  separated  by  penile 
status  forever 

(including  gay  men,  feminists,  transsexuals 
and  crossdressers) 
keep  that  division  alive. 

T 

Callan  Williams'  writing  can  be  found  at 
http://members.ao1.com/thecallan 
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A Message  of  Hope  from 
Transgendered  People 
to  the  World 

by  Lori  Buckwalter 

We  are  they  who  could  be  you, 
and  you  are  who  we  used  to  be. 

It's  not  so  much  what  you  should  do, 
but  what  we  hope  you'll  come  to  see: 
despite  the  changes  of  our  skin, 
beneath  the  clothing  we  now  wear, 
beat  hearts  that  once  were  trapped  within, 
but  we  could  always  feel  somewhere. 

We  could  not  let  you  see  them  then, 
fear  held  us  in  its  icy  hands, 
we  trembled,  ever  and  again, 
to  hear  society's  commands. 

But  hope  has  opened  up  the  doors 
to  futures  we  despaired  to  view, 
horizons,  hid  from  us  before, 
are  clear  as  when  the  world  was  new. 

And  so,  we  offer  you  this  prize, 
hard  won  by  souls  who  dared  to  care; 
that  if  you  look  into  our  eyes, 
you  might  just  see  yourself  in  there. 


Lori  Buckwalter  is  the  founding  Director  of  It's 
Time,  Oregon!  and  the  Western  Director  of  It's 
Time,  America!,  and  has  been  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  GLBT  Millennium 
March  on  Washington,  the  first  transsexual  to 
serve  in  this  capacity.  Her  advocacy  contributed 
to  the  passage  of  Portland's  Equal  Opportunity 
and  Affirmative  Action  Resolution  for  gender 
identity  rights.  Lori  is  a systems  analyst  and 
rights  advocate  by  day,  but  her  real  creative 
expression  is  as  a writer,  musician  and  vocalist. 
She  is  currently  working  on  a recorded  collec- 
tion of  original  and  standard  songs,  to  be 
released  next  year. 


The  Queer  in  You 

by  Robin  Renee 

Once  upon  a new  life 

someone  told  you  that  you  were  born  dirty 
Someone  told  you  that  when  you  were  squeezed 
from  between  the  legs  of  your  beautiful  mother 
you  were  already  dirty 
Blood,  water,  newborn  open  heart 
to  be  washed  away, 

Foreskin  offed, 

first  intimate  touch,  a knife, 

to  imprint  under  the  artificial  white  lights,  white  coats, 

that  to  make  it  in  this  world,  kid, 

you've  got  to  cut  away 

cut  and  shape  this  organ, 

clean  up  your  inevitable  sin 

First  time  in  a long  time 
yesterday, 

I started  to  hate 
I hate  the  big  lie 

I hate  the  over-muscled  strong-arm 

that  saw  you  stop  jumping  rope 

and  start  playing  football 

I hate  the  box 

but  love  the  boxed 

in,  sweet  young  girl-boys, 

poor  things,  starting  to  tell  that  lie 

The  box  is  bullshit. 

So  many  pushing  and  clamoring 
to  occupy  the  same  Kinsey  zero  space 
fit  for  ten  percent  of  us. 

Maybe. 
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For  the  first  time  in  a long,  long  time 
yesterday,  I really  started  to  hate 
started  to  hate  the  incessant  sell-a-thon 
the  vivid  color  idiot  box 
that  sells  us  black  OR  white 
I hate  the  channel  that  tuned  you  in, 
dropped  you  out 

of  any  body  with  a motion  or  sound  with  a beat 
I bought  into  that  lie  one  time 
I reach  to  absolve  my  soul 
Sisterhood, 

kick  the  box  of  shit  that  split 
my  mulatto  mind  down  the  middle 

That's  why  I love  the  queer  in  you 

the  one  who  blushes  at  a party,  flips 

a wrist  talking  to  a boy,  or  a bold  grown  man 

with  earrings,  who  flirts  back  unaware, 

body  language  unrealized, 

over  the  heads  of  both  of  you, 

too  far  outside  the  wall  of  the  box 

that  divides  your  lips,  your  eyes, 

I love  the  queer  in  you 
however  unwilling  he  is 
to  speak  of  his  own  beauty 
I love  the  queer  in  your  swiveling  hips 
when  you  forget  yourself  in  rock  'n'  roll 
and  actually  MOVE 

I love  the  queer  in  you  because  I hate  the  bland  alternative, 
the  cookie-cutter,  dressed-down  shirt  & tie  man 
who  believes  he's  doing  all  the  RIGHT  things 

then  there's  the  patriarch  you 
who  gets  stiff  and  annoyed, 

simmers  just  under  rage  when  I speak  of  alternatives 
to  marriage 

the  gnawing  and  lingering  one  who  still  believes 
that  a good  wife  is  sweet 
and  HOME, 

proud  to  assume  your  name, 
would  be  better  than  this  rebellious  questioning 
grass-roots  organizing  baggy  khaki  shorts-wearing 
woman  you  try  to  know, 

this  one  who  wants  painful  honesty  over  pleasant  emotional  lacquer, 
a good  spontaneous  fuck  over  a steady  diet  of  missionary  comfort, 
this  one  who  wants  love  over  form. 

I love  the  queer  in  you  who  wrestles  free 
when  you  least  expect,  when  you 
least  care  for  him  to  bat  a long  eyelash, 
the  queer  in  you  whose  sky  is  wider 


FAIRYTALES 


Private  Membership  Social  Niteclub 
for  TV’s.  TS’s,  TGrs.  MTF’s,  FTM’s 
and  all  their  admirers!!!! 

Located  in  the  Lakes  Region  of  New 
Hampshire  Enjoy  the  lakes  and  mountains  by 
day,  and  wear  your  favorite  babydoll  & heels 
at  night  in  our  FAIRYTALE  lounge!! 

Play  pool,  enjoy  soft  music,  dancing,  movies, 
and  an  outdoor  barbeque,  or  just  relax  at  the 
bar  and  meet  new  friends!! 

For  more  info  call  1-603-768-5923 


Online  Shopping  • Wigs 
Breast  Forms  • Makeovers 
Cosmetics  • Lingerie 
Lessons  • Hosiery  • Clothing 
Photo  Sessions  • Bodyshaping 
Leather  & Lycra  • Nightclub  Trips 
Jewelry  • Shoes  • Wig  Styling 
Storage  • Events 

TG  Owned  and  Operated 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at 
thefantasygirl.com 
Visit  our  Salon  and  Store  in  the 
Boston  area 

Call  us  at  (603)  624-1948 
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/Florence 's  fashions 


“Corsetry  is 
Our  Specialty 

Personal  Service  in  a friendly 
atmosphere.  Dresses,  bras,  girdles, 
lingerie,  breast  forms,  wigs,  hosery, 
jewelry  and  novelties. 

Mon  - Sat 

68  Albion  St.,  Wakefield,  MA 
01880 

7 81-245-1385 


9J 


Crossdresser  sessions . 

Feel  feminine,  dress  up  and  relax  in  a 
comfortable  discrete  atmosphere.  Wigs,  clothing 
and  make-up  provided.  For  appointment  call: 

Barbara  M-F  at  781-245-6798 


The 


Sd&iayea 

Your  Body  Craves  ... 


Without  the  Hassles 


State  of  the  Art  Processing  Technology  Brings  You 
Concentrated  Extracts  of  the  Very  Best  Herbs 
Traditional  or  Store  Herbs  Do  Not  Compare 
Worldwide  Gender-Community  Satisfaction,  since  1992! 


and  who  knows  more 

than  all  the  streamers  and  rice  yon  could  stomach 

the  suddenly  fearful  one, 

who  loves  to  cook  but  is  terror  paralyzed 

the  one  who's  been  shamed  away 

from  cleaning  his  open  wounds, 

the  one  who  would  hold  a baby, 

the  Mothering  man  who  can  heal, 

and  will  heal 

in  an  instant, 

through  lifetimes. 

I love  the  queer  in  you, 
the  child, 

teacup  brown  eyes  peeking 

out  from  under  lavender  blanket, 

not  yet  boy  OR  girl 

white  OR  black 

gay  OR  straight 

wrong  OR  right 

love  OR  hate 

unmade,  wiser  than 

our  flawed  sculptor,  America 

So  grow  again, 
young  again, 

with  your  original,  uncut  body, 
and  glide,  no. 

Prance  along  the  green  hill  bell  curve 
undistorted. 

Dress  in  your  finest. 

I'll  be  there,  crossing  your  path 
with  my  best  dyke  swagger. 


Svatte&ce  with  Testosterone  Blockers 

$1  5.00  / 90  Capsule  Bottle 

WITH  Clandulars 

$16.00  / 60  Capsule  Bottle 

the  "Mother"  Hormone 

$1  5.00  / 90  Capsule  Bottle 


Plus  $2.75  s&h  per  total  order 
i.e.,  4 bottles  Evanesce  = $62.75 


http://www.abmall.com/tss/tss.html 

or  Send  Business-size  SASE  for  more  information 

Send  Money  Order  or  Certified  Check  only  to: 

The  Phoenix  Project 
1740  S.  Buckley  Rd.  #6-178  1 


Aurora  CO  80017 


Performing  songwriter 
Robin  Renee  is  an  active 
member  of  BiZone 
(www.bizone.org,  formerly 
The  Bisexual  Network  of 
New  Jersey)  and  is 
aTri-State  Regional  Organizer  for  BiNet  USA. 
Blessed  Bi  Spirit:  Bisexual 

People  of  Faith  (Debra  R.  Kolodny,  Ed.),  recently 

published  by  Continuum 

Press,  includes  her  essay,  "Merging  Candles — 

From  Dualism  into  All".  Her  new 

CD,  In  Progress,  is  available  at 

http://www.robinrenee.com. 
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The  IFGE  is  a 501(c)(3)  non- 
profit organization  providing 
outreach  to  and  for  the  trans- 
gender community.  Among 
its  many  other  activities,  IFGE 
publishes  and  distributes  gen- 
der related  books,  magazines, 
videos  and  tapes. 


Profits  from  all  sales  go 
toward  promoting  self- 
acceptance, public  under- 
standing, and  inclusion  of 
greater  gender  diversity  in 
society  at  large.  Our  office 
and  bookstore  are  located  at 
14  Felton  Street,  2nd  Floor, 
Waltham,  MA  02453-4117 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 

S yncfiwwicUy, 

33ea&i  ta%e 

Publications 


AS  NATURE  MADE  HIM 

The  Boy  Who  Was  Raised  as  a Girl 

by  John  Colapinto 

$2600 

#498  KJ 

“From  the  moment  I read  about  the  baby 
boy  whom  doctors  changed  into  a girl,  I 
yearned  to  know  the  story  from  the  child’s 
point  of  view:  Waht  did  he  think?  What  did 
he  feel?  How  did  his  life  turn  out?  As  Nature 
Made  Him  tells  that  story— heartbreaking, 
infuriating,  but  also  fascinating— an  object 
lesson  in  medical  hubris  and  close-the-ranks 
collusion,  and  in  the  tragic  results  when  ideol- 
ogy trumps  common  sense  in  thinking  about 
sex  and  gender.  Above  all,  it’s  a deeply  mov- 
ing human  drama  and  a testament  to  the 
inner  strength  and  courage  of  the  child  who 
never  lost  touch  with  who  he  really  was.” 

—Deborah  Tannen 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 
P.O.  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
(for  MC/Visa  orders)  781-899-2212,  FAX:  781-899-5703 
E-mail:  Books@ifge.org  or  visit  our  on-line  bookstore  at  our  website:  http://www.ifge.org 
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NOW  IN  STOCK 


I™  Crossing:  A Memoir 

iPfl  by  Deirdre  McCluskey 

L M # 495  $25.00 


4 V by  David  Ebershoff 

f #496  $24.95 


Sex , Gender  & Sexuality 
by  Dr.  Tracie  O'Keefe 
#494  $22.95 


Creating  a Feminine  Carriage 

by  Elaine  Sagant 

#490  $12.95 


•V )UKH  VEJLMETTE 


Je  Me  Souviens 
by  Jean  Vermette 
#493  $10.00 


by  Janis  Walworth: 

Transsexual 

Workers 

#476  $16.00 

AND: 

Working  with  a 
Transsexual  » — ► 
#526  $12.00 


Trans  Forming  Families 
by  Mary  Boenke 
#481  $13.95 


The  Mane  Thing 
by  Kevin  Mancuso 
#479  $25.00 


The  Tranny  Guide  2000-2001 

International  TV  Shopping  Source 
by  Vicky  Lee 
#525  $22.95 


CF.NDF.R 

LOVING 

CARE 


Rhonda — The  Woman  in  Me 
by  Rhonda  D.  Hoyman 
#487  $28.57 


The  Last  Time  I Wore  A Dress 
by  Jane  Meredith  Adams 
#472  $13.00 


Trans  Liberation: 

Beyond  Pink  or  Blue 
by  Leslie  Feinberg 
#471  $20.00 


Feminizing  Hormonal 
Treatment  for  the 
Transgendered 
by  Dr.  Sheila  Kirk 
#170  $16.95 

Gender  Loving  Care 

by  Randi  Ettner 

#474  $25.00 


Suits  Me:  The  Double 
Life  of  Billy  Tipton 
by  Diane  Middlebrook 
#470  $25.00 


Membership  Pays! 

Become  a member  of  IFGE  today  and  get  a 10%  discount  on  your  bookstore  purchase, 
(discount  does  not  apply  for  magazines  or  shipping  & handling  charges). 
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Prepare 
for  Surgery. 
Heal  Faster 


Prepare  for  Surgery 
Heal  Faster 

Book  by  Peggy  Huddleston 
#482  $14.95 


The  Empress  is  a Man 


Girl  Talk  Magazine 

#GT  $10.00 


Buy  as 
a Set 


Prepare  for  Surgery 
Heal  Faster  (Audio  Tape) 
by  Peggy  Huddleston 
#aul50  $9.95 


UOMINI  COME  DONNE 
MEN  AS  WOMEN 


MARIETTE  PATHY  ALLEN 


Men  as  Women 
by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
#012  $15.00 


U)Kot'5lns 


iAe.ot  ^ 


What's  Inside  of  Me 
Music  by  Davetta  Magness 
#au235  $11.95 


mNSUOAUTifi 


A K6AL  &UiDf  TOP  MTH 
w*u  iei/^in?«w«uwi\ 


Translegalities 
A Legal  Guide  for  MTF's 
by  Spencer  Bergstedt 
#499  $25.00 


SPENCER  BERGSTEDT.  ESQ 


Translegalities 
A Legal  Guide  for  FTM's 
by  Spencer  Bergstedt 
#500  $25.00 


SALE! 


ORDER  NOW-OFFER  EXPIRES  12/31/00 


SALE! 


To  Be  a Woman 
by  Jerry/Jerri  McClain 
#118  $45^5 


SALE  $12.00 


Transformations 
by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
#032  $24A>5 


20o/o0ff^SALE  $19.95 


Legal  Aspects  of  Transsexualism 
by  Sr.  Mary  Elizabeth  SSE 
#036  $4000 


WRITING 
SUCCESSFUL  l 
f SELF-HELP  1 
&UOW-Tdi 

books' 


SALE  $8.00 


Writing  Successful  How-to  Books 
by  Jean  Mariet  Stine 
#190  $4405 


SALE  $11.95 


Wives,  Partners  & Others 
by  Jan  & Diane  Dixon 
#016  $40:00 


SALE  $8.00 


gt 

— - - 

11  STUDY  Of  (MMDMHWC  j 

IHUVCODDON 

J rrllups 


Aspects  of  Gender 
by  Lesley  Gordon 
#147  $44-05 


SALE  $12.95 


Feelings 

by  Stepahnie  Castle 
#124  $4005 


SALE  $17.95 


And  yes , you  CAN  use  your 
IFGE  Membership  Discount 
on  these  sale  items! 
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Two  Spirit  People 
by  Lester  Brown 
#449 


$12.95 


Gender  Shock 
by  Phyllis  Burke 
#167 


$14.95 


Confessions  of  a Gender  Defender 

by  Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D. 

#184  $14.95 

«<  BACK  IN  STOCK! 


Gender  Outlaw 
by  Kate  Bornstein 
#189  $13.00 

«<  NOW  IN  PAPERBACK! 


j|  Crossdressing 


#159  CrossDressers  & Those  Who  Share  Their  Lives 

Indispensible  insights  & advice  for  CDs  & their  mates. 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#515  Making  Faces— NOW  IN  PAPERBACK 

Unbeatable  tips  and  techniques  on  basic  makeup  application. 

by  Kevin  Aucoin  $20.00 

#163  Life  with  Vanessa 

Straight  talk  on  integrating  TG  into  a loving,  positive  relationship. 

by  Vanessa  & Linda  Kay  $10.00 

#042  CrossDressing  with  Dignity 

The  Case  for  Transcending  Gender  Lines 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#111  Coping  with  CrossDressing 

Puts  crossdressing  into  perspective  for  spouses. 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $12.00 

#457  Miss  Vera's  Finishing  School  for  Boys  who 
Want  to  be  Girls 

by  Veronica  Vera  $14.95 

#440  Cross  Purposes:  On  Being  Christian 
and  Crossgendered 

by  Vanessa  S.  $17.95 

#031  Mi/  Husband  wears  My  Clothes 

"Clothes  don't  make  the  man,"  has  never  had  greater  meaning! 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

| Transsexual 


#113  The  Uninvited  Dilemma: 

A Question  of  Gender 

by  Kim  E.  Stuart  $14.95 

#161  Medical,  Legal  & Workplace  Issues 
for  the  Transsexual 

by  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D.  $18.95 

#181  I Am  My  Own  Woman:  An  Autobiography 
by  Charlotte  Von  Mahlsdorf  $12.99 

#180  The  Physician's  Guide  to  Transgendered Medicine 
by  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D.  $10.00 

#460  Our  Trans  Children 

Pamphlet  from  PFLAG.  $1.00 

#vi203  Gender  Identity —Variations  of  Expression 
by  Dr.  Jayne  Thomas  & Prof.  Toby  Green  $39.95 

#154  ID  Management  for  the  Transsexual 

by  Dallas  Denny  $15.00 

#175  Transsexuals  Candid  Answers  to  Private 

Questions  by  Gerald  Ramsey,  Ph.  D.  $22.95 

#037  From  Masculine  to  Feminine  and  All 
Points  In  Between:  Overall  guide  for  any 
TV,  TS,  CD,  TS,  SO  or  helping  professional 
by  Jennifer  Anne  Stevens  $19.95 

#185  True  Selves:  Understanding  Transsexualism 
for  Families,  Friends,  Co-Workers,  and 
Helping  Professionals 

by  Mildred  L.  Brown  & Chloe  Ann  Rounsley  $24.95 

#462  . . . Mom,  1 Need  To  Be  A Girl 

by  Just  Evelyn  $9.95 

#018  The  Employer's  Guide  to  Gender  Transition 
by  Dianna  Cicotello  $10.00 

#vi212  Fluid  Boundaries  (VIDEO) 

by  Wendell  Collier  w/Miqqi  A.  Gilbert  $14.95 

#vill3  I am  Who  I Am  (Music  VIDEO) 

by  Sam  LaHanna  $15.00 

#vil65  An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber  (VIDEO)  MTF  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE  $30.00 
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| Transgender 


#455  TransGender  Care : Recommended  Guidelines, 
Practical  Information  and  Personal  Accounts 
by  Gianna  E.  Israel  & Donald  E.  Tarver  II,  M.D. 

$39.95 

#139  Gender  Dysphoria — Interdisciplinary  Approaches 
in  Clinical  Management 

by  Walter  Bockting  & Eli  Coleman,  Phd  $19.95 

#445  Read  My  Lips:  Sexual  Subversion  and 
the  End  of  Gender 

by  Riki  Ann  Wilchins  $16.95 

#442  Transgender  Warriors:  From  Joan  of  Arc  to  RuPaul 
by  Leslie  Feinberg  $17.00 

#446  My  Gender  Workbook  Kate's  guide  to  exploring  the  big  "G"  by  Kate  Bornstein  BACK  IN  STOCK!  $16.95 

emale  to  Male 


#156  S/HE:  An  intimate  search  by  the  partner 
of  a transgender. 

by  Minie  Bruce  Pratt  $11.95 

#151  Stone  Butch  Blues 

by  Leslie  Feinberg  $13.95 

#179  Sacred  Country  ...  An  FtM  novel 

by  Rose  Tremain  $10.00 

#au240  TS  Man : An  audio  cassette 

by  James  Green.  $9.95 

#188  Body  Alchemy:  Transsexual  Portraits 

photos  and  text  by  Loren  Cameron  $24.95 

#034  Getlder  Blending:  Confronting  the  Limits  of  Duality 
by  Holly  Devor,  Ph.D.  $14.95 

#171  Masculizing  HomwnalJdi^^ 

for  thf  y-f.  OUT  OF  STOCK  ^ MD. 

teWPORAr'L  $14.95 

#vil66A«  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber  (VIDEO) 
FTM  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE  $30.00 

|Ofher  Favorite  Choices 


#vil03  Speaking  as  a Woman  VIDEO 

by  Allison  Laing  $30.00 

#vil48  Melanie  Speaks  VIDEO  $24.95 

#cdl48  On  Developing  a Female  Voice  CD  $19.95 

#aul48  by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips  Cassette  $15.95 

#vil05  Eadylike  Deportment  VIDEO 

by  Paula  Jordan  Sinclair  $30.00 

#vil01  Husbands  & Wives,  Best  Friends  & Eovers 
Dealing  with  crossdressing  in 
relationships  VIDEO 

produced  by  Donna  Mobley  $30.00 

#vil02  Metamorphosis:  Man  into  Woman  VIDEO 
documentary  of  Gary's  change  to  Gaby  $39.95 

#vil36  Art  & Illusion  Basic  Makeup  VIDEO 

#vil04  Art  & Illusion  Tricks  & Tips  VIDEO 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $30.00 

#vil50  Gender  101  VIDEO 

produced  by  IFGE  $29.95 

#cd232  Play  to  Win 

Music  by  Pamela  Davis  $12.99 

#026  Art  & Illusion  Vol.  1:  Face  & Hair 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $15.00 

#040  Art  & Illusion  Vol.  2:  Fashion  & Style 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $15.00 

#LL  Ladylike  Magazine  $10.00 

Bv  Virginia  Prince: 

#021  The  Cross  Dresser  and  His  Wife  $12.00 

#022  Understanding  CrossDressing  $12.00 

#023  How  to  Be  A Woman  Though  Male  $14.00 

TO  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  PLEASE  USE  THE  CARD  INSERT 
BETWEEN  PAGES  72  AND  73  OF  THIS  MAGAZINE 
AND  MAIL  WITH  YOUR  PAYMENT  TODAY!  THANKS! 
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YOU  CAN  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  OVER  THE  PHONE  WITH  A VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 
CALL  (781)  899-2212.  QUESTIONS?  ask  for  Denise  or  e-mail  her  at:  books@ifge.org. 


Mailing  Information  & Order  Form 


Jame  _ 
address. 


Member  Type  (if  applicable) 

Student/Low  Income 

_ Basic Supporting 

_ Benefactor Life 

MEMBERSHIP  # 

Jiscounts  DO  NOT  apply  to 
hipping  & Handling, 
lagazine  orders,  or 
abscriptions. 


lease  allow  3 to  4 weeks  for 
elivery 

lake  checks  and/or  money 
rders  payable  to: 
fGE,  P.O.  Box  540229 
/altham,  MA  02454-0229 

or  Visa /MasterCard  ONLY: 

l ard  #: 

xp.  Date: 

lignature: 


|TT9l| 


Code#  Product  Titles  Price 


1 

IBH 

| | 

| I 

Subtotal: 
Membership  Discount: 
Shipping  & Handling: 
MA  Residents  5%  Sales  Tax 

Total  Enclosed  (U.S.  Funds) 

»■  »•  >■  Shipping  and  Handling  Directions — 

ADD  $3.00  each  for  the  first  two  items,  $1 .50  for  each  add’l  item 


NOTE:  INTERNATIONAL  ORDERS  subject  to  additional  shipping 
determined  by  country  & zone  & postage  class  selected  (Surface  or  Air). 
Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Questions?  e-mail  books@ifge.org 


O iaj  / >|  o 9 M o e 6u;pu0s  } ; ado|8Aua  ue  u;  ind  jo  pasoio  adej  aseaid 


9 J 3 lj  p | O \ 


postage 

stamp 

here 


IFGE  Synchromcity  Bookstore 
PO  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 


Notices 


& 


A 


nnouncemen 


To  add  your  event  to  our  website,  please  log  on  to  http://www.ifge.org,  then  click  on  GenderEvents  to  add  your  info. 


SEPTEMBER  22-24,  2000 
TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW 
ENGLAND'S  20TH 
ANNUAL  FALL  FLING 

For  further  information  contact  the 
Tiffany  Club  of  New  England,  PO  Box 
540071,  Waltham,  MA  02454-0071,  or  call 
781-891-9325.  or  e-mail:  events@tcne.org 

# 

SEPTEMBER  22-24,  2000 
LAVENDER  LANGUAGES 
AND  LINGUISTICS 

American  University  Washington,  DC 
Presentations  which  explore  any  facet  of 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgenderd,  or 
queer  language,  linguistics,  literature, 
non-verbal  communication,  cinema, 
photography,  visual  art  etc.  are  welcome 
at  this  conference.  Each  year's  program 
builds  on,  but  is  certainly  not  limited  to, 
structural  studies  of  sentence  structure, 
conversation,  narrative  and  other  text, 
for  more  information,  contact: 
wlm@american.edu  or  see  website: 
http:  / / www.american.edu/lavender- 
languages/ 

It 

SEPTMEBER  26- 
OCTOBER  1,  2000 
SOUTHERN  C6MFORT 
CONFERENCE  2000 

Sheraton  Buckhead  Hotel,  Atlanta  GA 
and  Sheraton  Four  Points  Buckhead 
(same  hotels,  new  name  for  the  Terrace 
Garden).  Southern  Comfort  cordially 
invites  all  helping  professionals  to  attend 
our  wonderful  conference  with  700+ 
attendees.  Write:  PO.  Box  77591,  Atlanta, 
GA  30357-1591  or  Call:  (404)  633-6470 
E-mail:  info@sccatl.org. 

It 

OCTOBER  5-8,  2000 
4TH  INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS  ON  CROSS- 
DRESSING, SEX  & 
GENDER 

Warwick  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  PA 
sponsored  by  the  Renaissance 

Transgender  Assoc.,  Inc.  Call 

Renaissance  at  610-975-9119  for  registra- 
tion details.  Call  the  Warwick  at  800-523- 
4210,  215-735-6000  or  fax  to  215-790-7766 
for  reservations. 

It 

OCTOBER  12-15,  2000, 
FALL  HARVEST^  2000 

St. Louis  MO 

We  invite  all  members  of  the  transgender 


community  from  the  four  corners  of  the 
globe  regardless  of  ethnic  background, 
sexual  orientation,  gender,  religious  affil- 
iation or  any  other  persuasion  to  partici- 
pate; cross  dressers,  transsexuals,  both 
M~F  and  F~M,  transvestites,  androgy- 
nes, transgenderists,  significant  others, 
and  all  others  who  care  about  and  love 
their  transgendered  friends  and  loved 
ones.  For  more  info:  http://www.geek- 
babe.com/ annie/ fh.html 

# 

OCTOBER  15-22,  2000 
FANTASIA  FAIR 

Provincetown,  Cape  Cod,  MA 
26th  year  of  providing  a Safe  Harbor  and 
Welcoming  Town  for  the  Freedom  of 
Gender  Expression.  Dinners,  Parties, 
Dozens  of  Great  Seminars.  Lunch  every 
day  with  speakers,  Follies,  Fashion 
Show,  Grand  Banquet,  charming  accom- 
modations and  more.  Write  for  informa- 
tion: Fantasia  Fair,  PO  Box  354,  Dep  leal. 
Sagamore,  MA  02561-0354;  website: 
http://www.fantasiafair.org,  or  call 
Provincetown  Reservations  for  acomo- 
dations  and  more  info:  1-800-648-0364  . 

# 

NOVEMBER  2-5,2000 
PARADISE  IN  YHE 
POCONOS 

an  extended  weekend  for  CDs  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Poconos  mountains  with 
parties,  programs  and  lots  of  fun. 
Contact  CDS,  PO  Box  61263,  King  of 
Prussia,  PA  19406,  or  call  610-640-9449,  or 
email:  poco@cdspub.com. 

It 

NOVEMBER  9-12,  2000 
HOLIDAY  EN  FEMME 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

For  info,  email  lwade@earthlink.net. 

It 

NOVEMBER  9-12,  2000 
WESTERN  BELIES 
ROUNDUP 

in  the  Poconos  at  a Dude  Ranch.  This 
year's  roundup  follows  our  very  success- 
ful first  event  in  1999  with  even  more 
events  as  well  as  an  optional  night  at 
LIPS  and  clubbing  in  NYC.  For  info  con- 
tact by  email  Bobbi  Swan,  by  smail  mail, 
PO.  Box  380106,  Clinton  TWP,  MI  48048 
or  phone:  (810)  286-6214. 


NOVEMBER  9-13,  2000 
1 3TH  ANNUAL  NGLTF 
CREATING  CHANGE 
CONFERENCE 

Atlanta,  GA 

Westin  Peachtree  Plaza  Hotel.  For  info: 
http:  // www.ngltf.org/cc/ index.cfm 

It 

NOVEMBER  13-17,  2000 
DIGNITY  CRUISli  12 

sailing  from  Los  Angeles  on  the  Carnival 
Holiday,  Email  Anne  at 
MermaidenC@aol.com 

It 

NOVEMBER  16-19,  2000 
LAKE  ERIE  GALA  2000 

Erie,  PA 

For  more  info  write:  ERIE  SISTERS,  1903 
West  8th  St.,  PMB  261  Erie,  PA  16505. 

It 

NOVEMBER  18.  2000 
ROYAL  COMMON- 
WEALTH SOCIETY, 
ADORNMENT  V 

Braintree  Sheraton  Hotel 
across  Route  37  from  the 
South  Shore  Plaza,  Braintree,  MA 
The  Oldest  Profession  Meets  the 
New  Millenium:  "A  Return  to  the 
Chicken  Ranch!"  Ticket  Price 
(includes  a 4-hour  Open  Bar  with 
hors  d’oeuvres)  is  $69.00,  and 
should  be  reserved  in  advance. 
Hotel  Rooms  at  our  discounted  rate 
of  $115  / night  (plus  9.7%  taxes)  are 
available  until  about  the  end  of 
October  (bring  several  people  and 
share  the  room!)  by  mentioning 
"Royal  Commonwealth  Society". 
Information  as  to  starting  times, 
etc.,  forthcoming  on  website: 
www.geocities.com/BaronyOfMA/. 

It 

JANUARY  18-21.  2001 
FIRST  EVEI\iT 

Crowne  Plaza,  Woburn,  MA 
http://www.tcne.org 
for  more  info  call  Tuesday  nights  from 
7pm  to  11pm:  781-891-9325 

It 

MARCH  21-25,  2001 
1 5TH  ANNUAL  IFGE 
CONVENTION 

Radison  Hotel,  Arlington  Hts,  IL. 

For  details,  call  610-759-1761  or  send 
email  to  skristinej@aol.com. 
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PROFESSIONAL  LISTINGS 


We  at  Transgender  Tapestry  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  professional  individuals  and  organizations 
who  support  the  production  of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  Please  remember  to  look  here  first  for  services. 


ARIZONA 

SHEILA  DICKSON,  PH.D. 

3930  E.  Camelback  Road,  Suite  205, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85018 
tele:  602-956-3006, 

FAX:  602-840-3346. 

Licensed  clinical  psychologist,  25 
year  gender  specialist.  General  and 
gender  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples  and  families.  Work-  place 
consultation.  Member  HBIGDA. 
Evaluations  for  hormones,surgery; 
referrals  to  medical  services.  #93 

SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

RISKIN-BANKER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  CENTER 

1913  E17th  St.,  Ste.  107 
Santa  Anna,  CA  92705 
tele:  714-953-9882, 

FAX:  714-953-2094, 
e-mail:RBCenter  @aol.com 
Board  Certified  Sex  Therapists  with 
extensive  experience  counseling 
Transgender  individuals.  Interns  are 
available  on  a sliding  fee  scale.  #94 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
GENDER  GROUP 

116  N.  Robertson  Blvd. 

Suite  702, 

Los  Angeles.  CA  90048 
Tele:  310-659-8640 
Psychotherapy  with  knowledgeable 
and  caring  professionals. 

Contact  T.  Adam  Cotsen  M.D.  #9 1 

CENTER  FOR 
GENDER  SANITY 

P.O.  Box  451427, 

Westchester,  CA  90045. 

Tele:  310-670-2222. 

Janis  Walworth,  Michele  Kammerer. 
Email:  merkins@cris.com. 
Web:www.cris.com/ -merkins 


Consulting  services  for  employers  with 
transsexual  workers,  sensitivity  train- 
ing. Job  issues?  Call  us  (no  charge), 
Conferences  for  transgendered,  inter- 
sex, and  non-T  women.  #94 

NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

GIANNA  E.  ISRAEL 

PO  Box  424447, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142 
Tele:  415-558-8058, 

E-mail:  Gianna@counselsuite.com. 
Individual  counseling.  Nationwide 
telephone  consultation,  gender  spe- 
cialized evaluations  custody  and 
relationship  issues.  Author  of 
Transgender  Care  (Temple  University, 
1997)  HBIGDA  Member.  #91 

DOUGLAS  K. 

OUSTERHOUT,  M.D. 

45  Castro  St.,  Suite  150, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Phone  415-626-2888 
e-mail:  ousterht@cris.com. 

Facial  and  body  feminization 
surgery.  #94 

COLORADO 


therapy  and  general  counseling  for 
transgendered  persons.  #90 


FLORIDA 


A CLINICAL  APPROACH 
COUNSELING  CENTER 

c/o  Marcia  L.  Schultz,  Ph.D., 

1801  University  Drive, 

Coral  Springs  FL  69541. 

Tele:  954-345-2292. 

FAX:  954-345-8086. 

Dr.  Schultz  has  worked  with  the 
Transgender  Community  for  six 
years  attending  support  groups  and 
having  attended  Southern  Comfort 
three  times.  Our  office  is 
Transgender  friendly.  Therapy  for 
TGs  and  families.  #92 


LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  Ph.D., 
L.C.S.W.,  L.M.F.T. 

1800  Sunset  Harbour  Drive,  #1012 
Miami,  FL  33139 
Tele:  305-538-4849/305-534-0686 
E-mail:  Libby_Arkin@aol.com 
AASECT/HBIGDA  certified  sex 
therapist,  20  years  experience  with 
T's  and  their  families.  General  psy- 
chotherapy and  sexologist.  #95 

ILLINOIS 


STANLEY  H.  BIBER,  M.D.,  P.C.: 

406  First  National  Bank  Bldg., 
Trinidad  CO  81082. 

Tele:  719-846-3301. 

FAX:  719-846-6097. 

Surgeon.  #92 

CONNECTICUT 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC 
OF  NEW  ENGLAND: 

68  Adelaide  Road,  Manchester  CT 
06040.  Clinton  R.  Jones,  Director, 
Tele:  (860)  646-8651. 

Web:  www.inteUeng.com/gicne.  html. 
Differential  diagnosis,  hormonal 


RANDI  ETTNER,  PH.D. 

1214  Lake  St., 

Evanston  IL  60201. 

Tele:  847-328-3433. 

FAX:  847-328-5890. 
http:/  / members.aol.com/ rettner. 
Psychotherapist/ psychologist. 
President,  New  Health  Foundation. 

#92 

MARYLAND 

KATE  THOMAS,  PH.D.,  RN.,  CS., 
F.A.A.C.S.: 

The  Human  Ecology  Center, 

4419  Falls  Road, 


The  professional  ads  in  this  magazine  have  been  placed  by  individuals  and  organizations  who  support  the  production 
of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  A one  year  paid  listing  is  $125,  which  includes  four  issues  of  Transgender 
Tapestry..  To  place  a Professional  Listing  Call:  781-899-2212  or  E-mail  us  at:  info@ifge.org 
and  please  include  PRO-AD  in  the  subject  line  of  the  email  message. 

You  can  also  write  to  us: 

ATTN:  PRO-AD,  IFGE,  PO  Box  540229, 

Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 


74  • Transgender  Tapestry  #91 


Baltimore  MD  21211. 

Tele:  410-625-1095. 

FAX:  410-366-0651. 

Clinical  sexologist,  specializing  in 
sexuality  and  gender.  #93 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ELKE  U.  O’DONNELL,  PH.D.,  MTS: 

43  Roberts  Road, 

Cambridge  MA  02138. 

Tele:  (617)  441-9300. 

Email:  EUOD@aol.com. 
Psychotherapy  & pastoral  counsel- 
ing for  the  transgendered. 
Individuals,  couples  & families. 
Referrals  for  HRT  and  surgery.  #94 

CHRISTINE  C.  BECKER,  LICSW 

341  Marrett  Rd.  (Rt.  2A) 

Lexington,  MA  02421 
Tel:  781-862-6170 

Gender  Specialist,  Individual,  cou- 
ple, family  and  group  counseling  for 
the  transgender  community.  Support 
for  partners  and  TG  Parenting,  med- 
ical care  and  surgical  referrals, 
workplace  transitions.  Support 
groups  for  M2F  and  F2M.  #91 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW, 
NASW  DIPLOMAT  IN  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORK 

152  Edmonds  Rd. 

Framingham  MA  01701 
Tele:  508-788-5406 
Individual,  couple  and  group  psy- 
chotherapy. Evaluations  for  hor- 
mones and  surgery  and  referrals  to 
medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Insurance  accepted.  Supervision  and 
consultation  for  professionals.  #90 

DENNIS  PEARNE,  EDD 

9 Alexander  Av., 

Belmont  Ctr.,  MA  02478. 

Tele:  617-484-0013. 

Licensed  Psychologist  specializing  in 
Transgender  issues.  Consultations, 
psychotherapy  and  counseling.  #93 

MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 
HEALTH  SYSTEM 
COMPREHENSIVE  GENDER 
SERVICES  PROGRAM: 

Sandra  Cole,  Director. 

Contact:  Alfreda  R.  Rooks 
Office:  734-528-0895 
Email:  umcgsp@umich.edu 
The  UMHS-CGSP  is  dedicated  to 
meeting  the  medical  and  mental 
health  care  needs  of  individuals 


and  their  families  for  whom  gender 
and  sexual  identity  and  expression 
are  primary  issues.  Full  range  of 
services  including  primary  medical 
and  mental  health  care,  speech  and 
surgery.  #90 

MINNESOTA 

KAROL  L.  JENSEN,  M.P.H.,  PH.D. 

2817  Lyndale  Ave., 

Minneapolis  MN  55408 
Tele:  612-872-6399. 

E-mail:  KLJensen02@aol.com. 
Gender  identity  issues,  TS,  TG, 
individual  psychotherapy  and  cou- 
ple work.  #94 

TRANSGENDER  SERVICES, 
PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN 
SEXUALITY,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FAMILY  PRACTICE  & 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL 
Walter  Bockting,  Coordinator, 

1300  South  Second  Street,  Suite  180, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55454. 

Tele:  612-625-1500. 

FAX:  612-626-8311. 

Email:  bock001@gold.tc.umn.edu. 
Web:www.med.umn.edu/fp/phs/p 
hstgsrv.htm.  Comprehensive  services 
for  transgender,  transsexual  and 
intersex  persons  and  families.  #92 

MISSOURI 

HELEN  R.  FRIEDMAN,  PH.D.: 

7750  Clayton  Road,  Suite  210, 

St.  Louis,  MO  63117. 

Tele:  314-781-4500. 

Clinical  psychologist  offering  com- 
passionate, supportive  individual, 
couple,  and  family  therapy  for  the 
transgendered  community  and  their 
families.  Specialties:  gender  identi- 
ty, addictions,  depression,  anxiety, 
stress,  relationships,  sexuality.  #93 

NEVADA 

NANCY  LEE,  PH.D. 

Caring  Counseling, 

2061  Market  Street,  Reno  NV  89502. 
Tele:  702-322-7771. 

FAX:  702-322-7501. 

Providing  warm,  accepting,  validat- 
ing and  confidential  psychotherapy 
for  all  members  of  the  transgender 
community  and  their  families.  #92 


NEW  JERSEY 

DR.  AMY  L.  ALTENHAUS,  PH.D. 

80  East  Main  Street 

Freehold,  NJ  07728 

Tele:  732-780-6644 

FAX:  732-845-1184 

Psychologist  doing  psychotherapy 

and  custody  evaluation.  #95 

DR.  A.S.  NUBEL 
PHYCHOTHERAPIST: 

683  Donald  Dr. 

N.  Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 
Tele:  908-722-9884, 

FAX:  908-722-0666 
Email:  Nubel@Eclipse.net 
Web:  www.Eclipse.net/~Nubel 
Specialized  Treatment  of  Gender 
Identity  Disorders,  (TV /TS,)  Individuals, 
Marriage  and  Family,  Groups.  #95 

NEW  YORK 

ARLENE  ISTAR  LEV 
R.C.S.W.,  C.A.S.A.C. 

CHOICES  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 

321  Washington, 

Albany,  New  York  12206 
Tele:  518-463-9152 
E-mail:  istarlev@aol.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgender 
and  other  sexual  minority  issues. 
Sexual  and  gender  identity,  addic- 
tions, domestic  violence,  sexual 
abuse,  parenting,  depression,  anxiety, 
eating  disorders,  body  image  distur- 
bance, illness  and  sexuality.  #90 

DOROTHY  C.  HAYDEN,  CSW 

209  E.  10th  Street  #14 
New  York  NY 
Tele:  212-673-5717 
Web:  www.sextreatment.com 
E-mail:  dolly4@mindspring.com 
Specializes  in  comprehensive  trans- 
gender care  and  has  training  in  trans- 
gender  concerns  by  the  American 
Association  of  Sex  Counselors, 
Educators,  and  Therapists.  #94 

DAVID  OSTAD,  MD 

Director,  Park  Avenue 
Plastic  Surgery 
740  Park  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10021 
(877)  494-8648 

Email:  Expert@HairTransplants.com 
or  Expert@Surgery.com 
Specializing  in  SRS  and  Associated 
Procedures.  #95 
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KATHERINE  / KIT  RACHLIN, 

PH.D. 

153  Waverly  Place,  Suite  700 
New  York,  NY.  10014 
Tele:  212-206-3636 
E-mail:  KRachlin@aol.com 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with 
solid  TS/TG  experience  (14+  years) 
and  serious  clinical  training.  Warm, 
open  minded,  supportive  and  well- 
informed.  Provides  psychotherapy 
and  resource  referrals  to  individuals, 
SOFFAS,  couples,  and  non-traditional 
relationships.  Alternate  lifestyles 
Wellcome.  Also  provides  professional 
supervision  for  psychotherapists.  #93 

DAVID  SEGAL, 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

30  Vesey  St. 

New  York,  NY  10007 

Tel:  212-406-9200 

FAX:  212-571-0938 

Gender  Friendly.  No  fee  for  consultation. 

Experienced  in  all  areas  of  Law.  #90 

OHIO 

TRANSSEXUAL,  CROSSDRESSER, 
TRANSGENDERIST  CONCERNS 

Meral  G.  Crane,  MA,  LPCC  Clinical 
P.O.  Box  82008, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  43202 
Tel:  614-451-0111, 
email:  crane.2@osu.edu 
Director  and  Coordinator,  Family 
Therapist;  Sex  Therapist,  Licensed 
Counselor.  Over  25  years  experi- 
ence. #93 

RHODE  ISLAND 

DAVID  MEDEIROS,  MSW,  LICSW 

Gateway  Office  Suite,  #224 
1645  Warwick  Avenue 
Warwick  RI  02889 
Tele: (401)739-4604 
Gender  Specialist,  counseling. 
Psychotherapy  and  Education. 
Counseling,  psychotherapy  and 
education.  #90 

TEXAS 

PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE, 
ATTORNEY 

5707  Firenza  Street, 

Houston,  Texas  77035-5515,  AC 
Tele:  713-723-8368 
Email:  prfrye@aol.com 
http:/ /members.aol.com/prfrye 
Transgendered,  "OUT"  lawyer, 
licensed  in  Texas,  since  1981. 


Gender  ID  change  and  sex  correc- 
tion without  genital  reconstruction. 
Also,  wills,  criminal  defense  and 
divorce  practitioner.  (Not  certified 
by  Texas  Board  of  Legal 
Specialization.)  #90 

FELESHIA  PORTER,  MS,  LPC 

Park  Cities  Counseling  Center 
3520  Cedar  Springs  Road 
Dallas,  TX  75219 
Tele:  214-526-3374  x4 
FAX:  214-526-3375 
E-mail:  FeleshiaPorter@yahoo.com 
Self-esteem  specialist  working  in 
the  areas  of  gender,  sexuality,  and 
relationships.  Working  with  people 
in  transition  since  1997,  she  pro- 
vides a loving,  safe  environment 
that  encourages  people  to  embrace 
their  "true  selves."  She  is  a member 
and  followd  the  guidelines  of 
HGIGDA.  Individual  and  group 
sessions  available.  #93 

ALICE  WEBB,  PH.D.  LMSW-ACP 

18333  Egret  Bay  Blvd.,  Suite  560, 
Houston  TX  77058 
(NASA,  Clear  Lake  area) 

Tele:  (281)  333-2278. 

FAX:  (281)  333-2293. 

Email:  ALESWEBB@aol.com. 

Pres.  Elect-HBIGDA,  1997-1999. 
Clinical  sexology,  gender  program, 
certified  sex  therapist,  general  psy- 
chotherapy. #90 

VIRGINIA 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #94 

MARTHA  HARRIS, 

LCSW,  CHT.  TFT: 

Banyan  Counseling  Center, 

4201  John  Marr  Drive,  Ste.  222 
Annandale,  VA  22003 
Tele:  703-914-4627 
Affirming,  sensitive,  confidential 
counseling  for  the  TG  community, 
their  significant  others  and  families. 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  & 
Thought  Field  Therapist.  #92 


MICHAEL  G.  TANCYUS  L.C.S.W. 

57  South  Main  Street,  Suite  615 
Harrisonburg,  VA  22801 
Tele:  540-574-6063 
Email:  rolltide@cfw.com 
Web:  www.busdir.com/tancyus- 
mic/index.html 

Individuals,  couples  and  families. 
Providing  affirming  care  for  trans- 
gendered individuals  and  their 
loved  ones  from  a family  preserva- 
tionist orientation.  Over  20  years  of 
experience  with  adults  and  adoles- 
cents. #90 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #92 

WASHINGTON 

JUDE  PATTON, 

CMHC,  CMFT,  PA-C: 

1812  East  Madison,  Suite  102 
Seattle,  WA  98122 
Phone/FAX:  (425)  787-5094 
Email:  JUDEPATTON@aol.com 
Compassionate,  supportive  coun- 
seling for  all  trans-persons  and 
their  SOFFAs,  by  transman  who  is  a 
physician  assistant,  therapist  and 
AASECT  certified  sex  educator  and 
sex  therapist.  Reasonable  fees.  #90 


THE  INGERSOLL 
GENDER  CENTER: 

1812  East  Madison 

Seattle  WA  98122 

Tele:  206-329-6651 

Counseling  & referrals.  #92 

WISCONSIN 


MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER 
PROGRAM 

c/o  Gretchen  Finke,  MSSW  or 
Roger  Northway,  MS 
Pathways  Counseling  Center 
2645  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Suite  230 
Milwaukee,  WI,  53226 
Tele:  414-774-4111 

Full  Service  Gender  Program.  #92 
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INTERNATIONAL  and  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

For  changes  in  your  listing,  or  to  add  your  group  please  e-mail  us  at:  info@ifge.org 
and  please  include  GROUP-LISTING  in  the  subject  line  of  the  message. 


FTM 

AMERICAN  BOYZ:  mid-Atlantic  region 
For  gender  variant  people  of  the  f2m  con- 
tinuum, plus  all  SOFFAs.  Contact  Gary  at 
American  Boyz,  212A  S. Bridge  Street, 

Suite  131,  Elkton,  MD,  21921 
or  transman@netgsi.com 

EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG): 

POB  60585,  Florence,  MA  01062 
Call  Bet  for  more  info:  (413)  584-7616 

FEMALE-TO-MALE  INTERNATIONAL: 

1360  Mission  St.,  Ste.  200, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

(415)  553-5987  / Web:  www.ftm-intl.org 

Email:TSTGMen@aol.com 

FTM  NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT 
EmaiLs.  t.whittle@mmu.ac.uk. 

Web:  www.pfc.org.uk/press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group. 

ALL 

GENDER  EDUCATION  & ADVOCACY. 

Web:  www.gender.org. 

GENDERPAC: 

272  West  11th  Street,  Suite  4R, 

New  York,  NY  10014.  212-645-1753 

Web:  www.gpac.org 

E-mail:  membership@gpac.org. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  RESEARCH  AND 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY  (GIRES): 

Web:  www.gires.org.uk. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
TRANSGENDER  LAW  AND  EMPLOY- 
MENT POLICY(ICTLEP): 

PO  Drawer  1010,  Cooperstown  NY  13326. 
ATTN:  Sharon  Stuart,  Corresponding 
Secretary.  (607)  547-4118. 

Email:  ictlephdq@aol.com. 

AOL  Keyword:  ICTLEP. 

Web:  www.abmall.com/ictlep. 

Information  source  on  TG  legal  and  policy 
issues. 

INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
GENDER  EDUCATION:  IFGE, 

Box  540229,  Waltham  MA  02454. 

(781)  899-2212  / FAX  (781)  899-5703. 
E-mail:  info@ifge.org. 

Web:  www.ifge.org 

Education,  outreach,  peer  counseling. 

DEAF/HARD  OF  HEARING/SI-JESS: 

(202)  547-9524  (tdd  only). 

E-mail:  llmtanzar@gallua.gallaudet.edu. 

NATIONAL  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE:  2320  17th  Street  NW, 

Washington  DC  20009-2702. 

(202)  332-6483  extension  3301, 

FAX  (202)  332-0207,  TTY  (202)332-6219. 

It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  gay  and  les- 
bian support  groups.  Write  NGLTF  for  a 
referral  to  someone  near  you. 

OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER 
STUDIES:  OIGS,  126  Western  Ave, 


Suite  246,  Augusta  ME  04330. 

Ariadne  Kane,  MEd,  Director 

(207)  621-0858.  Programs  for  professionals. 

RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSOCI- 
ATION: 987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd.,  #719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)  975-9119  (24  hrs). 
Email:  angela@ren.org. 

Educational  outreach  and  support  group. 

TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 

c/o  Ronnie  Lynne  Soubrette, 

104  Quineveree  Ct.,  Castle  Rock  WA  09611. 
Support  group. 

T.O.P.S  (Transgender  Officers  Protect  & 
Serve):  Tony  Barreto-Neto  Exec.  Dir., 

3210  Tom  Mathews  Rd.,  Lakeland  FL 
33809.  Tel:  1-888-983-3222  or  (813)  752-9228. 
E-mail:  TOPS@starplace.com 
Web:  www.homestead.com/topsspot 
Social,  employment,  legal  support. 

INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA:  P.O.  Box  31791,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94131  (415)  575-3885 
E-mail:  cchase@isna.org 
Web:  www.isna.org 

P-FLAG  (PARENTS,  FAMILIES  AND 
FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS): 

1101  14th  Street  NW,  ste  1030,  Washington, 
DC  20005  (202)  638-4200  E-mail: 
info@pflag.org.  Web:  www.pflag.org. 

CD/TV 

GRACE  & LACE  LETTER  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: 8880  Bellaire  B2  #104, 

Houston  TX  77036.  E-mail:  jeftris@aol.com. 
Web:  www.geocities.com/southbeach/ 
sands/7777/.  Christian  publication  for  CD, 
TG,  TS,  SO. 

TRI-ESS— THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
SECOND  SELF,  INC. 

8880  Bellaire  B2  PMB  104 
Houston,  TX  77036-4621 
Phone:  713-349-8969 
E-Mail:  TRIESSINFO@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.tri-ess.net 
Educational  outreach  and  support  for  het- 
erosexual crossdressers.  Write  for  referrals 
to  local  chapters. 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— ALASKAN 
T-PEOPLE:  PO  Box  670349,  Chugiak  AK 
99567-0349.  Strictly  social  for  the  whole 
family. 

ARIZONA 

CD/TS — A ROSE:  PO  Box  8108,  Glendale, 

AZ  85285-8363.  (602)  488-0959 

E-mail:  sss@tri-ess.org 

Web:  http://www.inficad.com/~arose 

E-mail:  denise@inficad.com 

Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  ZETA  (Phoenix,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter  - South) 

P.O.  Box  83927,  Phoenix,  AZ  85071 
Contact:  Kristen  Ann 
Phone  Kristen:  480-837-1067 
E-Mail  Kristen:  Aquahills@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/triessaz 


TRI-ESS— RHO  ETA  CHI  (Phoenix,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter  - North) 

PO  Box  84033,  Phoenix,  AZ  85071-4033 
Contact:  Cindy  Nichols 
Phone:  480-488-0959 
E-Mail:  phxcd@phxcd.org 
Web:  http://www.phxcd.org 

TRI-ESS— TAU  UPSILON  (Tucson,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

8802  E Broadway  Blvd.#145 

Tucson,  AZ  85710 

Contact:  Rebecca  AZ-3954-B 

Phone:  520-296-3472 

E-mail  Rebecca:  cactusdwlr@aol.com 

E-mail  Robby:  TauUpsilon@aol.com 

Web:  http://members.aol.com/tauupsilon 

TG — FTM — DezertBoyz:  meets  in  Tucson 
at  7:00  pm  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month  at  Wingspan  Center.  SO  Contact 
Debra  at  (520)  903-1421  or 
debra@hwr.arizina.edu. 

Web:  members.aol.com/DezertBoyz/ 

CD/TS/TG— EVOLVER: 

416  E.  22nd  St.,  Tucson  AZ  85713. 

(520)  884-0541.  Support  group. 

Web:  home.earthlink.net/~evolvere/ 
E-mail-SAndra@aol.com 

CD/TS/TG/FTM— TRANSGENDERED 
HARMONY,  PO  Box  8423,  Mesa,  AZ 
85214, (480)654-6775, 

E-mail:  leslielesley@worldnet.att.net. 
Educational  & social  support  group 

ARKANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact  Frances  at 
(316)  795-4876.  Email:  Fransie@oswego.net 

FTM — Arkansas  Boyz:  AR  Contact:  Garin, 
(501)  443-3184;  Email:  Kwiggin@aol.com 

CALIFORNIA 

FTM— GENDERQUEER  BOYZZ:  Contact 
Jacob  Hale  /E-mail:  Zeroboyjh@aol.com 

ALL— THE  TRANSGENDER  MENACE 
OF  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA:  A direct 
action  group  dedicated  to  using  any  means 
necessary  to  make  the  world,  especially 
our  Southern  California  corner  of  it,  a safe 
place  for  all  transfolk  and  genderqueers. 
Shirley,  (323)  573-6428 
Shirley@earthlink.net 

ALL— (ORANGE  COUNTY).  PEOPLE 
EXPRESSING  ALTERNATIVE 
LIFESTYLES  (PEAL).  2nd  and  last  Fridays 
of  the  month,  7:30  to  10:00  pm. 

Help  Line:  Wednesday  nights  7:30  to  9:00, 
(714)  534-0862. 

Email:  CenterOCTG@aol.com. 

TRI-ESS — ALPHA  (Los  Angeles,  CA 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

409  N Pacific  Coast  Hwy.  #320 
Redondo  Beach  CA  90277 
Contact:  Linda  Wade 
Phone  (Linda):  (310)  798-5637 
E-Mail  (Linda):  l_wade@earthlink.net 
E-Mail  (Janyne):  jwcresap@earthlink.net 
Web: 

http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood 

/village/9977 


CD/TS— CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME: 

PO  Box  10873,  Santa  Ana  CA  92711-0873. 
Send  SASE  for  details.  Private  membership 
club. 

TG— VENTURA  GENDER  OUTREACH: 

3503  Arundell  Circle,  Ventura  CA  93003. 
(805)  339-6340.  Contact  person:  Stacie. 

Open  peer  facilitated  drop  in  group  for 
persons  who  have  a conflict  with  or  ques- 
tions about  their  gender.  Tues  night  7-9pm. 

CD/SO— CROSSDRESSER  HETEROSEX- 
UAL INTERSOCIAL  CLUB:  CHIC,  PO 

Box  17850,  Long  Beach  CA  90807. 

(714)  812-3236.  Support  group. 

Web:  http://www3dcom/tg/chic/index.htm] 
E-mail:  Chicladies@aol.com 

FTM— Groups  for  FTMs  and  FTM-S/Os 
(Significant  Others),  meet  monthly  at  San 
Diego  GLBT  Center  every  third  Saturday, 
3pm-6pm.  FTM  group  is  open  to  those 
born  female  who  live  or  part-time  as  male 
(with  or  without  benefit  of  surgery  and 
hormones)  and  those  personally  exploring 
the  issue.  S/O  group  is  open  to  partners, 
parents,  adult  children,  siblings,  friends, 
and  others  in  a caring  relationship  with  an 
FTM.  Neither  group  is  for  the  casually  curi- 
ous. For  more  info  call  (619)  692-2077  x835. 

IS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Sherri 
Groveman,  4203  Genessee  Ave.,  #103-436, 
San  Diego  CA  92117-4950. 

Email:  aissg@aol.com. 

CD/TS/SO— NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO 

Box  19008,  San  Diego  CA  92159.  (619)685- 
3696.  Web: 

www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 

Village/4718/ 

E-mail:  neutral-comer@geocities.com 

FTM— UNDER  CONSTRUCTION:  P.O. 
Box  922342,  Sylmar,  CA  91392-2342,  818- 
837-1904.  contact  Jeff  Shevlowitz 
E-MAIL:  LITTLESHEVY@JUNO.COM. 

TRI-ESS— TRI  CHI  (Fresno,  CA  Metro 
Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  26593, 

Fresno,  CA  93729-6593 
Fresno  Area  Chapter  and  North: 

Phone  Karyn:  559-322-5078 
or  Angela:  559-276-3424 
E-Mail:  trichi@eudoramail.com 
Visalia  Area  Chapter  and  South: 

Phone  Carol:  559-688-9246; 

E-Mail  Marlene:  TriChil@aol.com 

TS— EMERGENCE-  SUPPORT  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  TRANSSEXUALS: 

Assembly  of  God  Church,  Fresno,  CA.  A 
safe  place  to  discuss  Christian  beliefs,  gen- 
der issues,  transition  and  anything.  Call 
Terri  M.  209-637-9986  E-mail:  terrim@evan- 
geltab.org 

CD/TS— ANDROGYNY:  Friendship  and 
understanding  in  a safe  and  supportive 
environment.  A place  to  explore  being 
Transsexual,  Crossdresser,  or 
Transgenderist.  A place  to  meet  others  like 
yourself.  Meetings:  Tuesday  nights  from 
8:00pm  until  9:30pm,  Santa  Monica,  CA. 
(323)962-9175.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/IS— RAINBOW  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  Gay,  Straight,  Intersex.  Meets 
Tuesday  evenings  7-9pm.  Write  Rainbow 
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Community  Church,  Visalia  Friends 
Meeting  House,  17208  Ave.  296,  Visalia, 

CA,  93291.  (209)  627-2727 

CD/TS/SO— POWDER  PUFFS  OF 
ORANGE  COUNTY  (PPOC): 

PPOC/Califomia  Dreamin' 

PO  Box  18032 
Anaheim,  CA  92817-8032 
Web:  www.ren.org/ppoc.html 

FTM/SO — FTM  International  Bimonthly: 
FTM  TS/TG— TRANSMALE  TASK- 
FORCE:  1259  El  Camino  Real,  #151,  Menlo 
Park  CA  94025.  (415)  780-9349.  FTM 

ALL— ACCESS  POINT 

Provides  Nationwide  counseling  and 
coaching  for  Gender  Gifted  people  and 
loved  ones,  via  toll-free  phone  line  consul- 
tations no  charge.  Also  provides  local 
(Central  California)  support  groups  and 
"salon  parties"  for  clients  and  guests.  Jim, 
MFCT,  and  Caroline  Hall,  MBA.  24hr  info 
1-800-549-1749  ext.  3,  direct:  (805)  534-1101, 
fax:  (805)  534-1718, 

Email:  Accesspnt@aol.com, 

Web:  www.AccessPt.com 

ALL — GIGI's-Gender  Issues,  Gender 
Information  and  Support.  Hosted  by  Miss 
Major,  5 days  a week  Mon-Fri  4pm-6pm. 
Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center,  187 
Golden  Gate  Ave  at  Leavenworth,  San 
Francisco  94102.  (415)  431-7476 

CD/TS/SO— SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER 
INFORMATION:  SFGI,  3637  Grand  Ave., 
Suite  C,  Oakland,  CA  94610-2029. 

Maintains  database  of  TG  resources  for  SF 
Bay  area. 

ALL— LAVENDER  LINE:  Pacific  Center 
(510)841-6224.  An  information/ resource 
phone  line  for  the  GLBT  community  cover- 
ing the  East  Bay,  San  Francisco  area. 

MTF-FTM-TRANGENDERS  IN  TRANSI- 
TION: A facilitated  group  for  transfolk  at 
all  stages  of  transition.  Thurs.  7:30-9:00pm 
Cost  $30-$5  per  session  sliding  scale. 

Call  first  (415)  436-9000 

CD/TS/SO— TGSF  (formerly  ETVC):  PO 
Box  426486  San  Francisco  CA  94142-6486. 
(415)  564-3246.  Web:  www.tgsf.org. 

Support. 

SO— SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT: 

SOS,  attn:  Ginny  Knuth,  2478  28th  Ave., 
San  Francisco  CA  94116-2305. 

(415)644-1499.  E-mail:  ginny@sirius.com. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS: 
DVG,  PO  Box  272885, 

Concord,  CA  94527-2885.  (925)  937-8432 
Web:  www.transgender.org/dvg. 

E-mail:  dug@transgender.org.  Group 

CD/TS/SO— RAINBOW  COMMUNITY 
CENTER  OF  CONTRA  COSTA  COUNTY: 

2118  Willow  Pass  Road,  Suite  500, 

Concord,  CA  94520  (925)  692-0090 
E-mail:  mwalker@rainbowcc.org. 

Support  group. 

FTM  TS— FTM  INTERNATIONAL:  5337 
College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA  94618. 
Support  group  for  FTM  TSs. 

CD/TS/SO— PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR 
HUMAN  GROWTH:  2712  Telegraph  Ave, 
Berkeley  CA  94705.  (510)548-8283.  I & R 
(510)841-6224.  E-mail:  paccent@pacbell.net. 
Web:  www.pacificenter.org.  Support  group. 


CD/TS— SWAN'S  INNER  SORORITY:  PO 

Box  1423,  San  Jose  CA  95109.  (408)297-6900. 
E-mail:  wendi@sisgirls.com  Web:  www.sis- 
girls.com  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— SACRAMENTO  GENDER 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  215456, 
Sacramento,  CA  95821. 

(916)482-7742.  Support  group. 

Email:  sacgender@hotmail.com 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westhoIly- 
wood/ village/4409/ 

TS— LAMBDA  COMMUNITY  CENTER: 

c/o  Marsha,  919 — 20th  St.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95814.  Phone  (916)729-8935  or  (916)442- 
0185.  Support  and  educational  outreach. 

QSPIRIT— 3739  Balboa  St  #211,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94121.  (415)  281-9377.  E-mail: 
qspiritl@aol.com.  Web:  www.qspirit.org. 
Personal  & spiritual  development. 

TRANSUPPORT  GROUP  CENTER- 

308  Turk  St  #7,  San  Francisco  CA  94102 
(415)  224-1189.  A safe  place  to  be  yourself. 
Emotional  counseling,  referrals,  and  job 
placement. 

ALL/TV/TS/MTF/FTM/SO— RAINBOW 
GENDER  ASSOCIATION  PO  Box  700730, 
San  Jose,  CA  95170-0730 

CD— BORN  FREE  PO  Box  52829, 
Riverside,  CA  92517-2611.  Social  Support 

COLORADO 

TG— SOUTHERN  COLORADO  INTRA- 
REGIONAL  TRANSGENDERED  SOCI- 
ETY (S.C.I.R.T.S.)  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado.  (719)  591-5860  Lisa  Jo  K.  Laptad 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood  / heigh  ts/4484 
Support  Group  meetings  every  Tuesday 
7pm  plus  every  3rd  Friday.  Anyone  who 
will  keep  confidentiality  is  welcome. 

CD/TS— GENDER  IDENTITY  CENTER 
OF  COLORADO,  INC.:  GIC,  1455 
Ammons  Street,  Suite  100,  Lakewood  CO 
80215.  (303)202-6466.  Educational  outreach. 
E-mail:  GlCof  Colo@aol.com 
Web:  www.abmall.com/gic 

CONNECTICUT 

CD/TS/SO— GBSING,  GBS,  PO  Box  162, 
Haddam,  CT  06438-0162. 

E-mail:  GBSING@aol.com  Support  Group. 

TG-Connecticut  outreach  society:  PO.  Box 

163,  Farmington,  CT  06034-0163,  (860)604- 
6343,  e-mail:  ctoutreach@aol.com,  Web: 
http://members.aol  .com  /ctoutreach 
Support  Group 

TS/SO— XX  (TWENTY)  CLUB:  PO  Box 
387,  Hartford  CT  06141-0387.  Support 
group. 

CD— CONNECTICUTVIEW:  c/o  Denise 
Mason,  PO.  Box  2281,  Devon,  CT  06460. 
Email:  Mason  D@aol.com.  Newsletter  and 
directory. 

T/G— TRANSACT:  Kaylen  (203)  661-2448 
Greenwich,  Conn.  Support  Group 

DELAWARE 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— 
DELAWARE  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  5656, 
Wilmington  DE  19808.  (302)376-1990. 
www.ren.org/Renaissance_D.html 
Support  group. 


FTM — Delaware  Boyz:  Steve,  (302)  856- 
7179 

FLORIDA 

TRI-ESS— MU  BETA  GAMMA  (Miami  FL 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  PO  Box  4126, 

Hialeah,  FL  33014-1126 

or  PO  Box  4621  Miami  Lake  Station 

Miami,  FL  33014 

Contact:  Barbara  Ann  (305)  595-9348  or 

Linda  (305)  653-8088 

E-Mail:  barbaraannl@juno.com 

Web:  http://www.geocities.com/athens/ 

atrium/8168 

TG— NORTH  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  P.O 

Box  5765,  E.  Jacksonville,  FL  32447.  E-mail: 
cdarica@aol.com  Meets  2nd  Saturday  of 
each  month.  Support. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  PO  Box  4940  Greater  Fort 
Lauderdale,  FL  33339 
Every  Wed.  at  7:30pm  at  the  Gay,  Lesbian 
Comm.  Center.  Call  (954)  777-2328 

CD/TS— ALSO  4 YOUTH:  Sarasota,  FL 
(941)426-8687  e-mail:  krjeffrey@aol.com 

ALL— FGS-  FREEDOM  OF  GENDER: 

Sarasota  FL.  Meets  3rd  Friday  of  the  month 
at  7:00  pm.  Contact  Kristin  at  (941)  426- 
8681  for  info. 

TG— EDUCATIONAL  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  for  the  Transgender  Community. 
Meets  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Comm. 
Center  of  Greater  Lauderdale,  Florida 
(954)  563-9500.  Ask  for  Michael  or  Heidi 

CD/TS/TG— PANTRA:  PO  Box  3426, 
Tallahassee,  FL  32315-3426. 

ALL— EMERALD  COAST  CHAPTER  OF 
PANTRA  We  are  a non-sexual  support 
group  for  the  transgendered  people  in 
Pensacola  and  the  surrounding  areas. 
Meetings  are  on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  the 
month.  For  more  information  contact: 
Emerald  Coast  Chapter  of  Pantra  S-129 
8084  N.  Davis  Hwy.  E3  Pensacola,  FL  32514 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/park/7800 

TRI-ESS— PHI  EPSILON  MU 
(Orlando,  FL  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

P.O.  Box  3261,  Winter  Park,  FL  32790 

Contact:  Alexis 

Phone:  407-382-8389 

Web  Site:  http://www.horizon- 

usa.com  / misc  / fem.htm 

FTM — Florida  Boyz:  David,  Email: 
FTMOrlando@aol.com  (Orlando,  FL) 

TS— EVOLVE:  714  E.  Colonial  Dr., 
Orlando,  FL  32803-4639.  Meeting  times,  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesday,  7pm.  Phone:  (407)  425-4527. 
E-mail:  GLCS@flamingopark.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— SERENITY:  PO  Box  220307, 
Hollywood  FL  33022.  (954)  436-9477. 
E-mail:  susan@aol.com.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— GAMMA  CHI  BETA 
(Fort  Myers,  FL  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

8660  College  Pkwy,  Ste.230, 

Ft.  Myers  FL  33919 
Contact:  Alycia 

Phone  (941)  481-1604  or  (941)  481-1410 
E-Mail:  mindbody@peganet.com 

CD/TS/SO— STARBURST:  PO  Box  17411, 
Clearwater  FL  34622-0411.  (813)523-8760. 
Support  group. 


Web:www.geocifies.com/westhollywood/ 

stonewall/9222 

Email:  sarah56@worldnet.att.net 

TS— ENCHANTE:  A.C.P.,  1180  Cleveland 
St.,  Clearwater  FL  34615.  Phone:(  813)  533- 
0012,  Amanda.  Transsexual  support  group. 

TG— TLC,  P.O.  Box  372711,  Satellite  Beach, 
FL  32937  (407)  858-2356  Karen,  e-mail: 
haleightg@aol.com  or  kj6781@palmnet.net 

TG/SO— TRANS/MISSION:  Open  sup- 
port & discussion  group  for  all  TG  people 
& SO  s meets  the  3rd  Saturday  of  each 
month  at  3:00pm.  FTM/SO  discussion 
group  meets  the  1st  & 3rd  Saturdays  of 
each  month  at  1:30pm  (S&M/ Kink-friend- 
ly). All  meetings  are  held  at  the  Center  of 
Tampa  Bay,  4265  Henderson  Ave,  Ste.  B. 

For  more  info/directions  email: 
TransMissionFL  @yahoo.com  or  write  PO 
Box  17522,  Tampa,  FL  33682. 

GEORGIA 

TRI-S— SIGMA  EPSILON  (Atlanta,  GA 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  Box  272, 

Roswell,  GA  30077-0272 

Cheryl — President:  cheryl645@aol.com 

Lauren — Outreach  Director 

Secure  Voicemail:  770-673-0907 

Karen — Information  Services  Director 

kerricd@mindspring.com 

http:  / / www.mindspring.com/  -kerricd  / 

sigep.htm 

CD/TS/SO— ATLANTA  GENDER 
EXPLORATIONS:  PO.  Box  98330,  Atlanta, 
Georgia  30359,  Tel:  (404)  250-8221 
Email:  ageinfo@ggea.org 
Web:  www.transgender.org  /tg/age 
Support  Group 

FTM — Georgia  Boyz:  Star,  Email:  star@elli- 
jay.com 

HAWAII 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED  OUT- 
REACH: PO  Box  4530,  Honolulu  HI  96812- 
4530.  (808)923-4270. 

Email:  tghawaii@poi.net. 
http://www.newbies.net/htgo/  Hot  Line 
8am  to  8pm,  7 days.  Support  group. 

GAY  & LESBIAN  COMMUNITY  CEN- 
TER: YWCA  47-388,  HUI IWA  St.  #14-304, 
Kaneohe  HI  96744-4416. 

IDAHO 

CD/TS/TG/SO— IDAHO  TRANSGEN- 
DER SOCIETY:  P.O.  Box  7353,  Boise,  Idaho 
83707  (208)  331-6669.  Social  Support  Group 

ILLINOIS 

PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANS- 
GENDER COMMUNITY:  PFTC,  c/o  Ellie 
Altman,  Northbrook  IL  60062.  (847)  564- 
9496,  e-mail:  EllieAlt@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

TRI-ESS— CHI  Chapter  (Chicago,  IL 
Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  40, 

Wood  Dale,  IL  60191 
Phone  Shelly:  708-383-1677 
E-Mail:  Chitriess@aol.com 
Web  Site:  http://members.aol.com/ 
chitriess/  trisss/  chimain.htm 

TG— TRANSGENDER  SPLENDOR 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  POB  441,  Urbana,  IL 
61801.  Tel:  (217)  359-5971.  Web: 
http:  / / www.prairienet.org/tsplendor 
Support  group. 
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FTM— ILLINOIS  BOYZ:  POB  441,  Urbana, 
IL  61801.  Tel:  (217)  359-5971.  Web: 
http://www.prairienet.org/tsplendor 

ALL— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH 
PROJECT:  National  HIV  Prevention 
Project,  POB  441,  Urbana,  IL  61801.  Tel: 
(217)  359-5971. 

http:  / / www.prairienet.org  / tsplendor 

CD/TS/SO— CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GEN- 
DER ASSOCIATION:  CIGA,  c/o  Michele 
Maquire,  PO  Box  6002,  Champaign,  IL 
61826.  E-mail:  Mmaguire@soltec.net. 
Support  group. 

TG— CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY,  PO 

Box  578005,  Chicago,  IL  60657.  (708)  863- 
7714 

INDIANA 

GLBT— INDIANA  UNIVERSITY,  GLBT 
STUDENT  SUPPORT  SERVICES:  705  E. 
7th  st.,  Bloomington,  In.  47405-3809  tel: 
(812)  855-4252. E-mail:glbtserv@indiana.edu 
Web:  http://www.indiana.edu/~glbtserv 

CD/TS/FTM/MTF/SO — IGS:  Attn:  Linda 
BB,  PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032. 
(317)299-5377,  Angela. 

Email:  kaylin@iquest.net  Support  group. 

TONI— PO  Box  2372,  Portage  IN  46268. 
Phone  (219)929-8533.  Support  Group 
Email:  jenfermaresl@juno.com. 

FTM — Indiana  Boyz:  (Northern  Indiana). 
Glen:  Email:  Glen22213@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— INTERNATION- 
AL GENDER  SUPPORT  (aka:  Shrinking 
Violets):  PO  Box  425,  Carmel,  IN  46032. 
(317)781-0834.  Support  group. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH  OF 
NORTHERN  INDIANA  Post  Office  Box 
2372,  Portage,  IN  46368,  Hotline  Telephone: 
(219)  650-2142  e-mail:  slay@netnitco.net. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/TV /SO/FTM/MTF — IXE:  PO  Box 
20710,  Indianapolis  IN  46220.  Phone: 
(317)971-6976.  Web: 

http://members.aol.com/ixe/fish/ixe.htm 
lEmail:  IXE@aol.com.  Support  group. 

FTM — IT'S  A BOY:  The  group  welcomes 
gender  varient  people  on  the  FTM  spec- 
trum and  those  who  support  them.  Meets 
once  a month  at  6:00pm  at  the  Diversity 
Center  in  Indianapolis  / email: 
viragol8@hotmail.com  or  call 
Diversity  Center  (317)  639-4297 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Frances  at  316- 
795-4876.  Email  Fransie@oswego.net 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  AND 
FRIENDS:  CAF,  Box  4092,  Overland  Park 
KS  66204.  (913)791-3847.  E-mail:  jbfts® 
aol.com  / Support. 

Web:  http/members.aol.com/kccaf. 

CD/TS/SO— WICHITA  TRANSGENDER 
ALLIANCE:  PO  Box  3002,  Wichita  KS 
67001-3002.  Bi-weekly  meetings.  Contact: 
Shelly  316-269-3104  or  Krystine  316-688- 
0816.  Support  group. 


KENTUCKY 

FTM— KENTUCKY  BOYZ:  Lee,  502-549- 
5619;  Email:  alphavamp@aol.com 
(Louisville) 

CD/TS/SO— THE  BLUEGRASS  BELLES: 

c/o  Angela,  PO  Box  20173,  Louisville,  KY 
40250.  (502)446-2175,  digital  pager,  please 
enter  "55"  after  your  telephone  number. 
Email:  angelaky@hotmail.com, 
efduhr@ukcc.uky.edu, 
dwils00@ukcc.uky.edu,  or  acasbeer@jcc- 
uky.campus.mci.net.  Support  group. 

LOUISIANA 

CD/TS/SO— GULF  GENDER  ALLIANCE: 

PO  Box  56836,  New  Orleans,  LA 
70156-6836.  (504)  943-1999.  Support  group 
Web:  www.GGA.org 
E-mail:  InfoRequest@GGA.org 

MAINE 

ALL— TRANSUPPORT:  Box  17622, 
Portland  ME  04112.  (207)  862-2063. 

Support. 

ALL— MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE 
AND  SUPPORT  SERVICE:  c/o  Jean 
Vermette,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor  ME  04402- 
1894.  (207)862-2063.  Education,  referrals, 
outreach. 

FTM— YANKEE  BOYZ:  A social/support 
group  for  those  born  female  and  which 
'woman"  as  an  identity  does  not  fit.  FTM's 
Transsexuals,  Transgenderists,  TG  Butches, 
Stonebutches,  and  otherwise  very  mascu- 
line "guys"  of  all  orientations  welcome. 
Meets  second  Sunday  of  each  month  in 
Auburn,  ME,  4-6pm.  Info  from  PJ:  (207) 
783-4630.  yankeeboyz@hotmail.com 

FTM— MAINEBOYZ:  PJ,  e-mail: 
pjmears@megalink.net  (Maine) 

MARYLAND 

TRI-ESS— CHI  EPSILON  SIGMA, 
(Baltimore,  MD  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

P.O.  Box  505, 

Brooklandville  MD  21022-0505 

Contact:  Grace  Gardener 

E-Mail  Grace:  tri_ess@hotmail.com 

http://members.tripod.com/~Chesapeake 

_Tri_Ess 

TS— TRANQUILITY  GENDER 
INFORMATION  SOCIETY,  BALTIMORE 
MARYLAND:  Support  and  Social  Group 
for  gender  varient  individuals.  Meetings 
4th  Saturday  of  the  Month  at  8pm.  Gay 
Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Baltimore, 
241  W.  Chase  Street,  Baltimore,  Maryland 
21201-4870.  Contact:  (410)  488-7074, 
email:  tcraan@oao.com 

CD— TRI-S  CHI  EPSILON  SIGMA:  con- 
tact Grace,  P.O.  Box  505,  Baltimore,  MD 
21022,  e-mail:  tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywoo 
d/Stonewall/3432.  Educational  and  social 
activities,  monthly  meetings,  large  couples 
contingent,  extensive  wives  networking 
group. 

FTM— BALTIMORE  BOYZ:  Mary 
(410)837-8888,  Gary  (410)392-3640. 

CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915. 
(301)649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in  DC 
Metro  area. 


TG/SO— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  BALTIMORE:  c/o  GLCCB 

(Gay  & Lesbian  Community  Center  of 
Baltimore),  241  W.  Chase  St.,  Baltimore  MD 
21201.  Phone  (410)837-5445  10:00  a.m  — 
6:00  p.m.  M-F  or  (410)837-8888  7:00  p.m.— 
10:00  p.m.  evenings.  Peer  and  family  sup- 
port group.  Monthly  meetings. 

FTM— TRANS  INFO  PROJECT: 

Information  and  education  web  for  FTMs. 
Chat  Site  'Alex's  Garage  ' for  informal  chat 
and  Sunday  night  moderated  discussions. 
E-mail:  alexfox@erols.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL— FREEDOM  FROM  GENDER 
SOCIETY,  c/o  Ruth  O'Connor,  POB  1551, 
Brookline,  MA  02446-1551. 

ALL/CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— SUNSHINE 
CLUB:  P.O.  Box  564  Hadley,  MA  01035- 
0564.  (413)-586-5004.  E-mail: 
tbearll3@aol.com.  Web: 
http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/sun- 
shineclub.html  Support  group. 

INTERSEX— MIDDLESEX  GROUP: 

P.O.Box  25,  Newtonville,  MA  02160 
email:  mdsx@juno.com  617-630-9263 
Specific  for  intersex  individuals. 

ALL— TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  ENG- 
LAND, INC.:  TCNE,  PO  Box  540071, 
Woburn  MA  02454-0071.  (781)891-9325 
(answered  live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET). 
Web:  www.TCNE.org.  Support  group. 

FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  SUPPORT 
TCNE,  P.O.  Box  540071,  Waltham,  MA 
02454-0071.  (781)  891-9325  Meets  2nd 
Friday  of  the  month. 

ALL— YOU'RE  NOT  ALONE:  group 
explores  different  aspects  of  how  being  a 
Transperson  affects  you,  your  family,  your 
life!  Johanna  at  (781)  891-9325. 

TS— CAMBRIDGE  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

(61 7)  661-9332,  meets  2 times  per  month, 
JAENIA@erols.com 

TS/TG— GENDER  SUPPORT  SERVICES 
FOR  TSS  (GISST):  (617)227-6216. 
Education,  Outreach  and  Referrals. 
Sponsors  the  Transgender  Health 
Conference  of  New  England  each  year. 

FTM— COMPASS:  PO  Box  540229, 
Waltham  MA  02454-0229.  (781)  899-2212. 
http:  www.geocities.com/FTMcompass 
1st  Thursday  evening  of  the  month.  FTM 
support  group. 

FTM — FTM  Center,  PO  Box  642,  Boston, 
MA  02130.  (617)  971-9434  ftmcenter@mail- 
city.com  "The  voice  of  the  transsexual  man" 
Social  events.  Lionheart  spirituality. 

CD/TS/SO— INVESTMENTS:  PO  Box 

2194,  Orleans  MA  02653. 

Web:  www.transgender.org/innv. 

Support  group. 

ALL-FREE  Boyz:  Northampton,  MA  Email: 
Frankie  Hill  frankiejlh@aol.com  Support 

CD/TS/MTF/FTM— TRANS-CHAT:  Write: 
Trans-Chat,  P.O  Box  491,  Auburn,  MA 
01501.  2nd  & 4th  Thursday  night  of  each 
month  from  7:00  to  9:00pm.  Support  Group 
in  Worcester,  MA.  Michael  at 
(508)  770-9044  e-mail:  Transgndr@aol.com 

BI  GALA— UNIVERSITY  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS— LOWELL,  SIC(S) 


Box  #34,  Lowell,  MA  01854  e-mail: 
BiGALA@student.uml.edu 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  YOUTH  (BAGLY):  is  a youth- 
led,  adult-supervised  social  support  group 
for  GLBT  youth  to  age  22.  Meetings  are 
held  weekly  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
Church,  35  Bowdoin  St,  Beacon  Hill,  near 
the  state  house.  Wed  6-9pm,  Sun  2-5. 

(617)  437-7683,  Web:  www.bagly.org. 

GAY  & LESBIAN  ADOLESCENT 
SOCIAL  SERVICES  (GLASS)  runs  a com- 
munity center  providing  peer  support, 
adult  counseling,  and  safe  haven  for  youth 
age  13-25.  Near  Newbury  St  & Mass  Ave, 
open  M-F  4-8pm.  617-437-7683 

GET  IT,  GENDER  EDUCATION  FOR 
TRANS  AND  INTERSEXED  TEENS 

Offers  peer  support  for  Pre/Transitioning 
Youth.  Facilitated  by  Chris  Markowski, 
Executive  Director  Project  10  East.  Every 
Monday  6pm  at  Boston  GLASS.  Contact 
(617)  266-3349  or  (617)  864-GLBT. 

PROJECT  10  EAST:  maintains  an  office 
and  drop-in  center.  Education-oriented, 
particularly  helpful  for  those  dealing  with 
in-school  issues.  Teen  afternoon  activities 
Wednesdays  & Fridays  3-6pm.  Office  hours 
M-F  9am-lpm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1145  Mass.  Ave,  Harvard  Square, 
Cambridge.  (617)  864-4528, 
http://Quniverse.com/plOe 

SIDNEY  BORUM  HEALTH  CENTER  pro- 
vides a free  clinic  for  primary  health,  men- 
tal & substance  abuse  care  for  GLBT  youth 
age  13-25.  130  Boylston  ST.  near  Tremont, 
walk-in  hours  4-7pm.  (617)  457-8140 

STEPPINGTONE:  POB  3789,  4 Central 
Street,  Worchester  MA  01613, 

(508)  770-9044. 

E-mail:  Steppingtone-4u@yahoo.com 

VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM, 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER:  provides  counseling  & advocacy 
for  GLBT  victims  of  hate  crime,  domestic 
violence,  sexual  assault  or  police  abuse.  If 
you've  been  victimized,  this  may  be  the 
best  place  to  start  getting  help.  They  are 
even  tracking  hate  crimes  against  transfolk. 
7 Haviland  St,  near  Boylston  St  & Mass 
Ave.  617-267-0900  x311  or  (800)834-3242 
x311 

ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS:  There's  a 
T-oriented  AA  meeting  every  week  at  IFGE 
in  Waltham  (call  781-899-2212  for  info),  and 
a T-friendly  Gay  AA  meeting  every  day  in 
Boston.  Call  Central  Services  for  a free 
copy  of  their  meeting  list.  (617)  426-9444 

YOUTH:  FATHER  BILL'S:  (617)  451-2011 

FTM— EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG):  PO  Box  60585, 
Florence  Station,  Northhampton,  MA 
01062,  (413)  584-7616.  Meetings  2nd 
Sunday  of  the  month.  Peer  support  for  all 
female-to-male  transgendered,  cross- 
dressers, transsexuals,  and  our  significant 
others. 

PRISON  PROJECT:  Kia  Earp,  P.O.  Box 
1224,  Boston,  MA  02117-0224 
E-mail:  prisonproject@yahoo.com 
(617)  541-9338 

MICHIGAN 

TRI-ESS— LAMBDA  MU,  (Lansing  MI 
Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  246, 
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Moline,  MI  49335-0246  / 

Contact:  Annette  / Phone:  (616)  752-8058 
E-Mail  Annette:  lambdamu@geocities.com 
Web:  http://www.lambdamu.com 

CD/TS/SO— I.M.E.  OF  WESTERN 
MICHIGAN:  PO  Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids 
MI  49501.  Web:  www.iserv.net/~ime. 
Support. 

TS— AFTER  SIX  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Western  Michigan.  Contact:  Frances 
Campbell,  PO  Box  126,  Comstock  Park,  MI 
49321-0126 

FTM— MICHIGAN  BOYZ:  (Kalamazoo, 
MI).  Jonathan,  (616)  345-9070; 

Email:  tushu@complink.net 

ALL— CROSSROADS  CHAPTER,  INC. 

PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak,  MI  48068-1245. 
313-719-3267 

E-mail:  crtvmich@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.xroads.org 

ALL— NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHO- 
RIA ORG.(NGDO):  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit, 
MI  48202.  (313)  842-5258.  Peer  Counseling, 
support  group. 

FRIENDS  NORTH  T-GROUP:  P.O.  Box 
562  Traverse  City,  MI  49685-0562. 
(616)946-1804 

Web:  www.members.tripod.com/ 
-FriendsNorth/groups.html 

TS— TRI-COUNTY  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  Electrolysis 
Unlimited,  89  South  Blvd.  at  Rochester  Rd. 
(1/4  mi  south  of  M-59)  Suite  500,  Troy- 
Rochester,  Michigan.  Contact:  Ildiko 
Svoren  248-879-2232  Liz  A.,  email: 
chimera@home.com.  Meetings  are  free. 
Please  call  before  your  first  meeting. 

MINNESOTA 

GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC, 

PO  Box  1861,  Maple  Grove  MN  55311. 
Debra  Davis,  Director.  (612)424-5445,  FAX 
(612)425-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

TRI-ESS— BETA  GAMMA  (Minneapolis, 
MN  Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  32014, 
Fridley,  MN  55432 
Contact:  Sharon 

Phone:  1-877-4TR-IESS  (or  1-877-487-4377) 
(Toll-Free  in  MN,  ND,  SD,  IA,  WI) 

E-Mail:  join@tri-ess.com 
Web  site:  http://www.tri-ess.com 

YOUTH  DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet 
Ave.,  So.  Minneapolis  MN  55408.  (612)871- 
5559.  Fax  (612)871-1445.  Safe  place  for 
GLBT  youth. 

CD— CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER 
COMMUNITY:  CLCC,  City  of  Lakes 
Crossgender  Community:  PO  Box  14844, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55414.  (651)  229-3613. 
Social  support  for  the  transgender  commu- 
nity in  Minnesota. 

TRANSGENDER  HIV/AIDS  PREVEN- 
TION PROGRAM:  Human  Sexuality, 
Dept,  of  Family  Practice  and  Community 
Health,  U Minnesota  Medical  School,  1300 
So.  2nd  Street,  Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN 
55454.  (612)625-1500,  FAX  (612)626-8311. 
Educational  outreach. 

MISSISSIPPI 

TRANSSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact  Frances  at  (316)  795-4876. 

Email:  Francie@oswego.net 


AURORA:  c/o  Melanie  Cuevas,  PO.  Box 
922,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090 

TRI-S— BETA  CHI  MISSISSIPPI:  PO  Box 

31253, Jackson,  MS  39206-1253.  Lee  Frances, 
Secretary,  (601)982-7678  (24  hrs).  Support . 

MISSOURI 

TRANSSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact:  Frances  at  316-795-4876. 

Email  Fransie@oswego.net 

CD/TS/SO— ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUN- 
DATION: StLGF,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis 
MO  63117.  (314)  367-4128.  StLGF@aol.com. 
Web: 

http://members.aol.com/stIgfl/index.html 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  MU  (Springfield,  MO 

Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  6187, 

Springfield  MO  65801-6187 

Contact:  Rachel  L' Amour 

Hotline  (Riki):  417-830-9950 

E-mail:  sigma_mu@usa.net 

Web:  http://members.tripod.eom/~ 

Sigma_Mu/ 

NEBRASKA 

CD/TS/SO— RIVER  CITY  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  RCGA,  PO  Box  3112,  Omaha 
NE  68103.  (402)  398-1255.  E-mail:  sgib- 
bons@synergy.net.  Support  group. 

NEVADA 

TRI-S— THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA  (Las 
Vegas,  NV  Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box 
42401,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89116 
Phone  Michelle:  702-387-3891 
E-Mail:  lasvegastug@yahoo.com 

THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA:  PO  Box 

42401,  Las  Vegas  NV  89116.  (702)  387-3891. 
Email:  TUGinLV@juno.com 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/park/1880 

TG/CD/TS/SO — Transgender  Support 
Las  Vegas,  1120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite 
207,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89104. 

Voice  mail:  (702)  392-2132, 

e-mail:  tgsupport.lv@usa.net  Web: 

www.transder.org/tg/vegas_tg/index.htm 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

PFLAG  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  T-SON, 
Tel:  (603)  622-4096,  NFfTSON@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— TAU  SIGMA  NU  EPSILON 

(New  England  Area  Chapter)  P.O.  Box  7681 

Nashua,  NH  03060-7681 

gerri_buchanan@yahoo.com 

Web:  http:  / www.geocities.com/tri_ess_ne/ 

WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  Abbey  M.  Greene,  PO 
Box  6211,  West  Franklin  NH  03235.  (603) 
934-3379.  Support  group. 

G/L/Bi/T/Q  YOUTH— SEACOAST  OUT- 
RIGHT: PO  Box  842,  Portsmouth  NH 
03802.  Phone:  (603)431-1013.  Resource, 
referral,  support  for  those  21  and  younger; 
referral  only  for  those  over  21. 

NEW  JERSEY 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  NU  RHO  (Trenton,  NJ 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO  Box  9255,  Trenton  NJ  08650 
Contact:  Pat  / Voice  Mail:  (609)  392-1132 
E-Mail:  SNRTRlS@hotmail.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/West- 
Hollywood  /Castro  / 3774 


TRI-ESS— CHI  DELTA  MU,  (New  York 
City  Metro  AreaChapter) 

P.O.  Box  1,  River  Edge,  NJ  07661-0001 

Contact:  Susan  Lynette 

Phone:  1-800-484-7593  (Code  4985) 

E-Mail  (Tammie):  cdm81@hotmail.com 
Web:  http:/ / www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/Heights/7396/ 

CD/TS/SO— MONMOUTH/OCEAN 
TRANS  GENDER:  MOTG,  PO  Box  2972, 
Princeton  NJ  08543-2972.  (732)219-9094. 
Email:  vikkimmotg@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSIT:  (908)  575-1161 
Support  group. 

CD/TS— NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY: 

c/o  Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  PO  Box  9192, 
Morristown,  NJ  07960.  (973)  663-0772. 
E-mail,  lyndafranknyc@yahoo.com 
Support  group,  information  & referral. 

CD/TS— NJSUPPORT:  c/o  T.  Risley,  301  F 
Saunders  Ave.,  Bellmawr,  NJ  08031. 
(609)933-2233.  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of  the 
month,  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of 
Washington  Crossing.  Renaissance  affiliate. 

TS— SINGLES  SOCIAL  GROUP:  for  pre 
and  post  op  mtf  and  single  understanding 
men.  A.J.  Gilberti,  609-296-6065. 

5- 10pm.  E-mail:  agilberti@yahoo.com 
or  agilberti@hotmail.com 

NEW  MEXICO 

TG/MTF-FTM— TRANSGENDER  COM- 
MUNITY GROUP:  University  of  New 
Mexico,  Albuquerque  NM.  Phone  (505)260- 
1727.  Email:  egypt@unm.edu.  Supportive, 
educational  and  social  space  for  ALL  trans- 
gendered  identities.  Meets  every  Monday 
night. 

THE  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP/ALBUQUERQUE.  (505)  342-8077. 
Email  Witast@aol.com 

NEW  YORK 

CD/TS/SO— IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & 
KINGS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK:  80 

Eighth  Avenue,  Suite  301,  New  York  NY 
10011.  (212)229-1968  days,  (212)627-1969 
evenings.  Open  social  group. 

FTM— NEW  YORK  BOYZ:  Sam,  Email: 
srwl8@columbia.edu  (NYC) 

ALL— GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT: 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  208  West  13th  St.  New  York  NY 
10011  Tel:  (212)620-7310.  Fax:  (212)  924- 
2657.  Email:  rblumenstein@gaycenter.org 
Support  groups  surrounding  gender  explo- 
ration, assists  people  with  substance  abuse 
and  HIV/AIDS  prevention  Education 

BI-GENDER  RAP  GROUP:  c/o  Lynda 
Frank,  330  W.  45th  St.  Apt.  3H,  New  York, 
NY  10036.  Meets  2nd  Monday  each  month, 

6- 8  pm  in  lower  Manhattan.  Contact: 

Lynda  Frank,  (212)  765-3561. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  INTL: 

404  W.  40th  St.,  #2,  New  York  NY  10018. 
(212)  570-7389,  or  (212)  564-4847  on  Wed. 
E-mail:  cdinyc@aol.com. 

Web:  www.members.tripod.com/ 
-CDINYC 

CD/TS/SO— LONG  ISLAND  FEMME 
EXPRESSION:  LIFE,  Support  Group,  P.O. 
Box  1311,  Water  Mill,  NY.  11976-1311  Tel: 


516-283-1333,  answered  live  Sun.  Mon. 

Tues  eves,  from  7:30-10pm  Speaker 
Available! 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDERISTS' 
INDEPENDENCE  CLUB:  TGIC,  PO  Box 

13604,  Albany  NY  12212-3604.  (518)436- 
4513  live  Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a mes- 
sage and  instructions  for  calling  back. 
Support  group,  e-mail:  vicky_s@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDER  NET- 
WORK: PO  Box  753,  New  Paltz,  NY  12561. 
Support  group.  1st  & 3rd  Fridays 

TS— METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260, 
Broadway  Station,  Long  Island  City,  NY 
11106-0260.  (718)728-4615.  Support  group. 

ALL— ZAPPALORTI  SOCIETY,  GLBT, 
PSYCHARATRIC  SURVIVORS:  Weekly 
meetings.  Sat  2-4pm,  at  the  Lesbian  Gay 
Services  Center,  208  W.  13th  Street,  New 
York  City,  west  of  7th  ave.  (718)  422-1838 

EXPRESSING  OUR  NATURE  (EON): 

745  N.  Sauna  St,  Syracuse,  NY  13208  (312) 
426-1658  - Please  leave  message.  E-mail: 
ANNENNO@aol.com.  Meetings  are  held 
on  the  2nd  & 4th  Saturdays  of  the  month  at 
8 PM. 

BUFFALO  BELLES:  PO  Box  1701, 

Amherst,  NY  14226  (716)  446-2661.  E-mail: 
buffalo_bells@juno.com.  Web:  www.geoci- 
ties.com/WestHollywood/Village/3339 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FTM— NORTH  CAROLINA  BOYZ:  Terry: 
(919)  639-6158.  E-mail:  TLCRD96@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— CAROLINA  TRANS-SEN- 
SUAL  ALLIANCE:  4037  East 
Independence  Blvd.,  Suite  111,  Charlotte, 
NC  28205, 

(704)  531-9988 

TRI-ESS— KAPPA  BETA  (Charlotte,  NC 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  P.O.  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC  28220 
Phone  (Sherri):  704-565-5034 
E-Mail:  infolady@kappabeta.org 
Web  site:  http://www.kappabeta.org 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  RHO  DELTA 
(Raleigh/Durham,  NC  Metro  Area 
Chapter)  P.O.  Box  90141, 

Raleigh  NC  27675-0141 
Contact:  Karen 

E-Mail:  SigmaRhoDelta@yahoo.com 
http://www.geocities.com/SigmaRhoDelta 

CD/TS/SO— PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT:  Phoenix,  PO  Box  18332, 
Asheville  NC  28814.  (828)  669-3889. 
Support  group.  E-mail:  jessicaash@aol,com. 

CD/TS/SO— TRIANGLE  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY (TGS):  c/o  David  & Helen  Rogers, 
5425  Turkey  Farm  Rd.,  Durham,  NC  27705. 
Phone  (919)968-8070.  Support  group. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

CD/TS/TV— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA:  c/o 

Debbie  Ann  Somero,  PO  Box  644, 
Wahpeton,  ND  58074-0644.  Phone  (701  )642- 
1427.  Support  group. 

OHIO 

ALL— IT'S  TIME  OHIO:  P.O.  Box  21310, 
Columbus,  OH  43221,  (614)  470-4245, 
e-mail:  itoh@stargate.com 
web:http:  // www.Geocities.com/ WestHoll 
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ywood/7977.  Political  Action 

CD/TS/SO— CRYSTAL  CLUB:  PO  Box 
287,  Columbus  OH  43068-0287.  tel:  (614) 
844-5371.  http://www.gender.org/cc/ 
email:  cc@gender.org 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  OMEGA  (Northern 
Ohio,  Western  PA  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box 
2053,  Sheffield  Lake,  OH  44054-0053 
Phone  (Elaine):  216-556-0067 
E-mail  (Lisa):  info@triess-alphaomega.org 
Web:  http://www.  triess-alphaomega.org/ 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692, 
Cincinnati  OH  45201.  (606)581-3711, 

E-mail:  wgbn68d@prodigy.com.  Support 
group. 

TRANS  FAMILY  OF  CLEVELAND 

Founded  to  provide  support  and  education 
for  transgendered  persons  and  their  fami- 
lies and  significant  others.  Robert  and 
Karen  Gross  (216)  691-HELP 
Email:  kittengr@aol.com 
Web:  www.geocities/westhollywood/4378 

OKLAHOMA 

ALL— TRANSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact:  Frances  at  (316)  795-4876. 

Email:  Fransie@oswego.net 

OREGON 

TS — TRANSSEXUAL  PEER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  2400  NE  Broadway,  Portland  OR 
97204.  Phone:  (503)441-6746.  Ask  for  Tracy. 
All  TS  of  all  ages  and  trans-curious  are 
invited  to  attend.  Thursdays  at  7p.m.  at 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  NE 
Broadway  at  24th  Ave.  E-mail: 
tiffanysue@altavista.net  Support  group. 

TV/CD/TS/TG/SO— NORTHWEST  GEN- 
DER ALLIANCE:  NWGA,  PO  Box  4928, 
Portland  OR  97208.  (503)646-2802.  E-mail: 
nwga@teleport.com.  Web: 
www.teleport.com/~nwga/  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER: 

PO  Box  3312,  Salem  OR  97302.  Support 
group. 

TS— SALMACIS  SOCIETY/VERSITILE 
WOMEN:  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR  97440- 
1604.  (541)688-4282.  Service  & information. 

TG— INTERMOUNTAIN  TRANSGEN- 
DER OUTREACH:  1524  Monroe  Avenue, 
La  Grande  OR  97850.  (541)962-3466.  Email: 
keol@eosc.osshe.edu.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS — RHO  GAMMA  (Grants  Pass, 
OR  Metro  Area  Chapter,  Rogue  Valley 
Girls),  P.O.  Box  5551, 

Grants  Pass  OR  97527 
Contact:  Lori 

E-Mail  (Lori):  loritris@terragon.com 

TS— TRANS-SUPPORT:  PO  Box  66913, 
Portland,  OR  97290-6913.  (503)  735-3989. 
E-mail:  tport483@aol.com.  Web: 
www.transport.org.  Post  and  Pre  Op  sup- 
port groups. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

TRI-ESS— EPSILON  MU  GAMMA 
(Northern  Pennsylvania  Endless 
Mountain  Girls), 

P.O.  Box  4,  Three  Bridges  NJ  08887 
Contact:  Alice  Harding 
24-Hour  Voice  Mail:  570-364-2949 
E-mail:  emgtris@hotmail.com 
Web:  http:/ / www.tgforum.com 


FTM — PITBOYZ:  Dan  & Michelle.  E-mail: 
windyl@aabe.com. 

CD/TS— TRANSPUT:  PO  Box  3214, 
Pittsburgh  PA  15230.  (412)224-5902. 

Web:  www.transgender.org/tg/tpitt/ 
Support. 

CD— TRAVELERS  EXPRESS:  PO  Box  150, 
Falls  Creek  PA  15840.  (814)375-7651. 

Central  PA  region.  Self  expression  in  100% 
non  closeted  environment  Passing  not  an 
issue,  presentability  essential.  Leave  mes- 
sage. 

CD/TS/SO— ERIE  SISTERS:  ESCC,  1903 
West  8th  Street,  Suite  261,  Erie  PA  16505. 
Email:  eriesister@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LOWER 
SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  CHAPTER: 

Renaissance — LSV,  PO  Box  2122, 

Harrisburg  PA  17105-2122.  (717)780-1578. 
Email:  lsv@ezonline.com.  Web: 
http://www.ezonline.com/lsv.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LEHIGH 
VALLEY/POCONO  AREA:  Renaissance 
LV,  PO  Box  3624,  Allentown  PA  18106. 
Phone:  (610)821-2955.  Support  group. 

FTM— LANCASTER  BOYZ:  Tom  (717) 

892-  4999.  E-mail:  malesic@prolog.net. 
(Philly  area) 

TS— THE  PHILADELPHIA 
TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP 
(PTSSG),  1201  Locust  Street,  Washington 
West  Project,  Philadelphia  Meets  in  the 
office  of  the  Transgender  Health  Action. 

The  1st  Saturday  of  each  month  at  4pm.  e- 
mail:  rica@netaxs.com 

FTM — WEXIST  Meetings  are  held  at 
William  Way  Community  Center,  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  each 
month,  5:30pm.  to  7:00pm. 

For  additional  information  contact  us: 
Voice:  (215)  848-7674  box  6 
Email:  WeXist@aol.com  WeXist  is  a 
Philadelphia-based  non-political  FTM  sup- 
port group.  We  are  opento  all  who  are 
assigned  female  at  birth  and  have  gender 
identity  issues  or  questions,  or  are  in  need 
of  support  for  gender  concerns. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS  DRESSERS  INTER- 
NATIONAL: CDI,  PO  Box  61,  Easton  PA 
18044.  S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen 
Cioe,  NYC  Coordinator.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— EDUCA- 
TION ASSOC.  INC.:  Renaissance  GPC, 

987  Old  Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)975-9119.  E-mail: 
bensalem@bbs.cpcn.com.  Web: 
http://www.ren.org.  Support  group. 

FTM— PHILLY  BOYZ:  Steve  (215)546-6444. 
E-mail:  shock@asc.upenn.edu. 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— TRANSYOUTH 
SERVICES,  UNITY  INC.:  1207  Chestnut 
St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  (215)851-1958 
or  (215)851-1912.  Community  services  and 
"Butch  Brothers"  Philadelphian  FIM  supp<  irt 

RHODE  ISLAND 

ALL — Brown  University  Transgender 
Support  Group  meets  every  Monday  at 
8pm  in  the  Brown  University  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center  on  Meeting  Street, 
between  Thayer  and  Brown  Streets. 
Contact:  Tucker_Lieberman@Brown.edu 


TENNESSEE 

CD/TS/SO— TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box 

92335,  Nashville  TN  37209-2335.  (615)664- 
6883  voice  mail.  E-mail:  jlovel@ix.  netcom. 
com.  Homepage: 

http:/www.transgender.org/ tg/ tvals/. 
Support  group 

FTM— TENNESSEE  BOYZ:  (Nashville, 
TN).:  Dustin,  (615)  431-9540;  FTM  Resource 
Email:  CyberBum7@aol.com 

TEXAS 

TRI-ESS— TAU  CHI  (Houston,  TX  Metro 
Area  Chapter)  8880  Bellaire  B2  PMB104, 
Houston  TX  77036 
Contact:  Jane  Ellen  Fairfax 
Phone  (Jane):  (713)  349-8969 
E-Mail  (Jane):  JEFTRlS@aol.com 
E-Mail  (Stacey):  staceyhou@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  TAU  (Austin,  TX 

Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  1398, 

Georgetown  TX  78627 

E-mail  (Heather):  Mousehurd@aol.com 

E-Mail  (Lee):  LeecdOO@aol.com 

Web : http : / / www.angelfire.com  / tx  / atau  / 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  TAU  (Austin,  TX 

Metro  Area  Chapter),  P.O.  Box  1398, 

Georgetown  TX  78627 

E-mail  (Heather):  Mousehurd@aol.com 

E-Mail  (Lee):  LeecdOO@aol.com 

Web:  http:/ /www.angelfire.com/tx/atau/ 

TRI-ESS— PI  BETA  GAMMA  (Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO  Box  673,  Venus,TX  76084 
Phone:  888-473-7823  or  972-366-1268 
E-Mail:  milomae@fastlane.net 
Web:http:  // www.geocities.com/Southbeac 
h/Cliffs/4873 

FTM— ALAMO  BOYZ.  SOUTH  TEXAS 

Our  webpage  is:  lonestar.texas.net/  ~debra 

TG-FRIENDLY— ABLIED  QUEER: 

1517  B.  Missouri,  Houston  TX  7700 
EM:  james_e@iah.com 

CD/TS/SO— METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  PO 

Box  141924,  Irving  TX  75014.  (972)  264- 
7103.  e-mail:  domiss@flash.net  Web: 
www.flash.net/~domega  Support  group. 

CD/TS— GULF  COAST  TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY,  P.O.  Box  66643,  Houston, 
TX  77266;  Call  (713)780-4282. 

CD— HELPING  CDs  ANONYMOUS: 
HCDA,  239  Westheimer  (Office  of  Suzanne 
Anderson  Properties),  Houston  TX  77006. 
Tel:  (281)  520-3610  (pager) 

Email:  brenda@firstnethou.com. 

Support  Group. 

CD/TS/SO— BOULTON  & PARK  SOCI- 
ETY: PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163 
(830)980-5354  live  Tues.  6-9  pm  CT. 

E-mail:  boulton@flash.net.  Support  group. 

TATS:  P.O.  Box  142  Bellaire,  Texas  77401, 

Tel:  (713)  780-4282 

Email:  TATS@Genderweb.org 

WEST  TEXAS  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  5350 
LLano,  Abilene  TX  79605.  Email: 
temsim@juno.com. 

CD/TS/SO— AUSTIN  SECOND 
IMAGE:  PO  Box  679,  Leander,  TX  78646, 
(512)  515-5460  personally  answered 
Wednesday  7-9pm.  email 
caseyalena@yahoo.com 


web:  www.angelfire.com/tx/ 
AustinSecondlmage.  Support  group 

CD/TG/TS/TV/G LB— CENTRAL  TEXAS 
TRANSGENDER  SOCIETY:  A social 
group  comprised  of  those  who  aspire  to 
the  belief  that  the  best  therapy  is  social 
interaction  and  having  fun  with  friends 
and  people  who  don't  care  or  notice 
which  category  you  fall  into. 

Web:  www.cttgs.org 
email:  msdevin  @yahoo.com. 

TS— GENDER  CONTINUUM:  A free 
support  & education  group  that  meets  at 
the  Waterloo  Counseling  Center  on 
Wednesday  nights  at  7:00  PM.  The  1st 
and  3rd  Wednesdays  are  for  FtMs,  the 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  are  for  MtFs. 
Contact  Katy  Koonce,  LMSW  at 
(512)  444-9922. 

UTAH 

TS/SO— WESTERN  TRANS-SEXUAL 
SUPPORT  NETWORK:  support  group 
for  Transsexuals,  SOs,  and  friends. 
Western  Transsexual  Support  Network 
4667  Holladay  Blvd,  Ste  2, 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84117.  (801)  277-8025 

CD/TS/SO— ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE 
CITY:  PO  Box  571242,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84157-1242.  (801)553-8141.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— ENGENDERED  SPECIES: 

PO  Box  11897,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84147. 
(801)320-0551.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG/SO— SALT  LAKE  GENDER 
CONSORTIUM:  Genevera  Martin  Pres., 
PO  Box  651073,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84165- 
1073.  (801)576-1416.  E-mail: 
geneveram@aol.com.  Support  Group. 

VERMONT 

CD/TS— TRANS:  (802)  472-8115.  Meets  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesdays  in  Burlington.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS— VERMONT  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  For  information  leave 
message  at  (802)860-8430.  Support  group. 

VIRGINIA 

TRI-ESS— RHO  TAU  (Richmond- 
Tidewater  VA  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

Contact:  Lucy  Stone,  PO  Box  382, 

Norge,  VA  23127-0382 

E-mail:  lucyellenstone@aol.com 

Web:  http://www.transgender.org/rtc/ 

TG-LADIES  FIRST  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

Dumfries,  VA  (703)441-0283.  E-mail 
lauraBCD@aol.com 

TRANS-GENDER  EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  16036,  Arlington 
VA  22215.  (301)949-3822.  E-mail: 
tgea@juno.com.  Web: 
http:  // www.tgguide.com/guide/ dc/ 
tgea~ndx.html.  Support  group. 

WASHINGTON 

INGERSOLL  GENDER  CENTER  FTM 
GROUP:  We  welcome  folks  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  all  orientations  and 
identities.  We  also  invite  SOFFA's  of 
FTM's  to  attend,  group  is  the  4th 
Saturday  of  every  month,  from  11am  - 
lpm  at  Ingersoll  Gender  Center  (1812  E 
Madison,  Suite  106)  Seattle,  WA.  If  you'd 
like  any  more  information  about  our 
group,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at 
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schreid@wdni.com  or  you  can  visit  our 
web  at  www.ingersollcenter.org/ 

CD/TS-C1NDERELLA  CIRCLE:  304  W 
Champion,  Bellingham  WA  98225  (360)416- 
1437  Email:  mhowe@pioneemet.net  Web: 
http:  / / www.pioneemet.net/  mhowe/ 
Support. 

FTM— SPECTRUM  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

2 support  groups  per  month  for  those 
born  female  bodied  but  who  live  with 
masculine  gender  expression.  Meetings 
are  Free.  Located  downstairs  at  Beyond 
the  Edge  Cafe,  703  E.  Pike  Seattle,  WA. 
First  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  7- 
9pm.  (206)  949-7469  Spencer  (contact 
person),  email:  MstrSpence@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— PAPILLON: 

C/O  R2C2,  315  W Mission 
Spokane,  WA  99205 

DC/SO— EMERALD  CITY: 

PO  Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA  98103. 

Web:  www.adminw.com/em 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

FTM— DC  BOYZ:  Adam  (301)270-0372.  E- 
mail:  romandede@aol.com.  (Metro  DC.) 

CD/TS/SO — PFLAG  (Parents,  Families 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays):  1101 — 
14th  St.  NW,  Suite  1030,  Washington,  D.C. 
20005.  Phone  (202)  638-4200. 

Fax  (202)  638-0243.  E-mail:  info@pflag.org. 
Web:  http://www.pflag.org. 


CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  Phone 
(301 ) 649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in 
metro  D C. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION  of  Washington  DC:  Web: 
www.zzapp.org  or  e-mail:  tgea@zzapp.org 

WISCONSIN 

CD/TS/SO— GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP: 

PO  Box  44211,  Milwaukee  WI  53214. 
(voice-mail).  (414)297-9328 
E-mail:  75261.1443@compuserv.com. 

Web:  www.netwrx.net/ ~ggg.  Support 

LESBIAN,  GAY,  BISEXUAL  AND 
TRANSGENDER  CAMPUS  CENTER, 

Memorial  Union,  800  Langdon  Street, 
Madison,  WI  53706 

BAHAMAS 

GLBT— HOTLINE  (242)  328-1816  from 
8pm-10pm.  Mon-Lesbian  Issues  ask  for 
Dianna.  Tues.  Transgender  Issues  ask  for 
Connie  Wed.  Gay  Issues  ask  for  David. 

CANADA 

QUEBEC 

TS/SO— FACTT— QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S 
2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical  and 
psychological  services  and  support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion 
Sheet,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2K 
3B8.  (514)528-8874.  Support  group. 
(Formerly  TAM.) 

TS/SO— TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 

Non-prisoners  contact  Dee  Farmer, 
23288037,  PO  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO 


65808.  Prisoners  contact  Mrs.  Patricia 
Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858 
Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal,  QC, 
CANADA  H3S  2S6. 

LESPECTRE  (Montreal):  514-528-1700 
Michelle  de  Ville 

TRANVESTIS  MONTREAL: 

email:  mac@mlink.net /-mac/ tvm.html 

ONTARIO 

TS— TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  The 

Church  Street  Community  Centre,  519 
Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA 
M4Y  2C9.  Support  group.  2nd  & 4th 
Fridays  7-10pm 

CD/TS/SO— XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W 
1B2.  (416)  410-6949. 

Web:  www.xpressions.org. 

Support  group. 

CD/TS— STREET  OUTREACH  SER- 
VICES: c/o  W.  Travers,  622  Yonge  St,  2nd 
FI,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  1Z8. 
(416)926-0744  (24  hours).  Multitude  of  ser- 
vices for  TG  youth. 

IS— PATRICIA  FLORA:  PO  BOX  425, 
Postal  Station  C,  1117  Queen  Street  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M6J  3P5. 


CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— TAKE  A WALK 
ON  THE  WILD  SIDE:  161  Gerrard  St.  E, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5A  2E4. 

(416)  921-6112  (24hr).  TS  support  group, 
professional  services.  Email:  info@wild- 
side.org.  Web:  www.wildside.org. 

FTM/SO— CANADIAN  BOYZ 

Marcus  Charles  Frappier 
(416)  466-0235  Email:  mc@oil.ca 

CD/TS/SO— GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box 
7421,  Vanier  Ottawa,  Ontario,  CANADA 
K1L  8E4.  (819)770-1945.  Support  group. 

FTM— ONTARIO  FEMALE  TO  MALE 
NETWORK:  378-532  Montreal  Road, 
Ottawa,  ON,  K1K  4R4  613-742-5221 
Email:  onftm@cyberus.ca 

OTTAWA  TS  DISCUSSION  GROUP: 

P.O.  Box  42067,  RPO  St.  Laurent,  Ottawa, 
ON,  K1K  4L8,  E-mail:  ts-ottawa@cana- 
da.co,  Web: 

members.xoom.com/ottawas/ 

SO-SOS  CLUB,  The  519  Church  St. 
Community  Certre,  519  Church  street, 
Totonto,  ON  M4Y  2C9 
Email:  sosclub@idirect.ca 
Web:  webhome.idirect.com  / -players 

MANITOBA 

CD/TS/SO— PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER 
GROUP:  PRGG,  Box  23  Grp  4 RR1, 
Dugald,  Manitoba,  ROE  0K0.  CANADA. 
(204)  257-2759.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— MASQUERADE:  c/o  Lady 
Godiva  Boutique,  832  Corydon  Ave., 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada,  R3M  0Y2, 
Support. 

CD/TS/SO— RAINBOW  RESOURCE 
CENTRE:  POB  1661  Winnipeg,  Manitoba 
Canada  R3C  2Z6.  (204)  474-0212,  FAX: 

(204)  478-1160.  Toll-free  in  Manitoba  and 
Northwestern  Ontario:  1-888-399-0005. 
E-mail:  wglrc@escape.ca 


ALBERTA 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL 
CLUB  EDMONTON  Box  356,  Main  Post 
Office  Edmonton,  AB.  T5J  2J6  Our  phone 
# is  (403)  988-3294 
Email:  edm_illusions@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

c/o  B&B  Emporium,  426  8th  Ave.  S.E., 
Calgary.  Alberta,  Canada  T2G  0L7 
Phone  (403)  265-7789 

EDMONTON  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  LINE:  (403)  988-3738 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TS— TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Dr.  Angela  Wensley,  14905  32nd  Avenue, 
White  Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V4P  1A4.  (604)536-2053.  Support  group. 

CD/SO— CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box 

3745,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
CANADA  V6B  3Z1.  Support  group. 

(604)  862-1321, 

Email:  cornbury@bc.sympatico.ca 
Web:  www. transgender.org/ tg/corn- 
bury/ 

CD/TS— FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  TRANS-GEN- 
DERED  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY:  FATE, 

1-1727  William  Street,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  CANADA  V5L  2R5 
(604)254-9591. 

TG/TS/CD— ZENITH  FOUNDATION: 

Box  46,  8415  Granville  Street,  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  CANADA  V6P  4Z9. 

(604)  261-1695.  Web: 
www.GenderWeb.org/ 

-zenith/  e-mail:  Tamaras@istar.ca 

BC  FTM  NETWORK:  P.O.  Box  10,  1895 
Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver,  BC, 

V5N  4A6  (604)  862-1321 
Email:  bcftmnet@hotmail.com 

DREAM  GIRLS  P.O.  Box  535,  Kamloops, 
BC  V2C  5L7 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

ATG  (ATLANTIC  TRANSGENDER) 

in  Halifax  Email:  atggrp@geocities.com 
Web:www.geocities.com/WestHollywoo 
d /7557/ 

VALLEY  PRIDE  (KENTVILLE) 

Email:  mike.giffin@ns.sympatico.ca 
Web:  www. geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/  Heights/2377/ 

PUERTO  RICO 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  PO  Box  36- 
4842,  San  Juan  PR  00936-4842.  Phone 
(787)782-9600.  Fax  (809)782-1411. 

HIV/ AIDS  outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  16  SE 
#1200  Caparra  Terrace,  Rio  Piedras  PR 
00921.  Phone  (787)782-9600  Fax  (787)782- 
1411.  HIV/ AIDS  outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  Estrella 
#30,  Ponce  PR  00731.  Phone  (787)844-9600. 
Fax  (787)841-1485.  HIV/AIDS  outreach 
organization. 

MEXICO 

GUADALAJARA,  JALISO,  MEXICO 
44190.  Cris-Lida 


E-mail:  crisalidagdl@usa.net 
Web: 

www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 

Village/5613/ 

AgrupaciUn  Mexicana  de  Travestis, 
Crossdressers,  Transgenderistas  y 
Transexuales.  Soporte,  Apoyo  y Servicios 
VISITANOS! 

SPAIN 

BARCELONA:  COLECTIVO  DE 
TRANSEXUALES  DE  CATALUNYA 
(CTO  Meeting  Mondays  7-9pm,  Tel:  34  93 
3005946,  e-mail:  lenaimoi@pangea.org 
Mailing  Address:  Apartado  de  correos 
Num.  32081,  Barcelona  Spain  08080 

MADRID:  CLINICA  ISADORA,  Pirineos 
7,  Madrid,  Spain  Tel:  34  91  3111000,  Fax:  34 
91  3116238,  E-mail:  isadora@omc.telprof.es 
Coordinator:  Empar  Pineda  Mon-Fre 
10:30am — 5pm.  Director:  Dr.  S.Z.  Chami. 
Surgeons:  Dr.  Chami  and  Dr.  Hage  from 
Free  University  of  Amsterdam. 

TS— COLETIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES 
DE  CATALUNA:  C.  Balmes,  70,  lo  la,  08830 
Sant  Boi  de  Lobregat,  Barcelona.  Phone: 
08080  3454  6398  Wed.  7.30-9  pm.  Please 
speak  Spanish. 

TS/FTM/MTF — IDENTIDAD  DE  GEN- 
ERO:  Apartado  3023,  Granada  18080.  Non- 
profit support  group. 

ARGENTINA 

TS— TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT 
OF  LIFE  AND  IDENTITY:  TRANSDEVI, 

Casilla  de  Correo  151,  C.P.  1748  Grab 
Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires. 

BRAZIL 

TS— PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT: 

Katia  Monteiro,  no.  55  Rua  DA  Gloria,  #30, 
Gloria,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Phone:  02-252-4757. 
FAX:  02-227-5944.  Educational  outreach. 
AIDS  awareness,  referrals. 

TS— GRUPO  BRASILEIRO  de  TRAN- 
SEXUAIS  (Brazilian  Transsexual's  Assoc.): 

Caixa  Postal  1097,  Cuiaba-MT  78.005-970. 

AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF: 

c/o  Jane  Enuneku,  KM  4 Idiroko  Road,  PO 
Box  1006,  OTA,  OGUN  STATE,  WEST 
AFRICA.  Tel:  039-722615  Fax:  039-722467 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

PHOENIX:  c/o  Desiree  Dexter,  PO  Box 
1332,  Springs,  1560,  Gauteng.  Phone: 

+27111  362  5247. 

SATRU:  (S.  AFRICAN  TRANSEXUAL 
RESEARCH  UNIT)  PO  Box  87283, 
Houghton,  Johannesburg  2041. 

ENGLAND 

ALL — AGENDER:  Vinnie  or  Suzanna,  c/o 
Inpatients  Advocacy  Service,  Aldermands 
Lodge,  The  Caludon  Centre,  Walsgrave, 
Coventry,  CV22TE,  UK. 

TV/TS— TRANSESSEX:  POB  3,  Basildon, 
Essex  SS14  1PT.  Tel:  (01268)  583761  e-mail: 
stacy@transessex.nildram.co.uk.  Support. 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  2 Shirbum 
Ave.,  Mainsfield,  Notts.,  NG18  2BY.  Email: 
100572.2376@compuserve.com. 
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TS — MANCHESTER  Support  Group 
forming  for  non-op/pre-op/post-op  TS's. 
All  new  members  welcome,  please  contact 

Jol  <LexMacx@aol.com> 

TV/TS— BEAUMONT  SOCIETY: 

27  Old  Gloucester  Street,  London, 
WC1N-3XX.  Phone:  +44  (0)  1582-412220. 
24hr  information  line.  Web:  http:/ /home- 
town.aol.com  /bmontsoc/  index.htm 
Membership  fee.  Support  group 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNERS' 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-1223-441246  (South), 
+44-1203-717528  (Central  & Wales). 

GENDYS  NETWORK:  BM  Gendys, 
London,  England  DE56  IDE,  Phone:  01773 
828973,  e-mail:  jedbland@mcmail.com  Web: 
www. gendys.mcmail.com/  Group  for 
MTF  & FTM. 

TS— CHANGE:  BM  Box  3440,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Phone:  +44-0-1303-259543. 
Email:  TSlCHANGE@AOL.COM.  Web: 
users.aol.com/tslchange/private/home- 
page.htm. 

FRIENDS  MERSEYSIDE:  36  Bolton  Street, 
Liverpool,  L3-5LX.  Phone:  +44-151-709- 
3181,  Fri.  7.30-9  GMT. 

FTM  NETWORK  (also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT 
Emaiks.t.  whittle@mmu.ac.uk. 

Web:  www.pfc.org.uk/press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group. 

THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  Gentrust, 
London,  WC1N-3XX.  Tel:+44-1305-269222 
before  10  pm  GMT.  Overseas 
Representative,  Dorothy  Francis,  The 
Gender  Trust,  3 Hartington  Villas,  Hove, 
BN3  6HF,  ENGLAND. 

TS— GENDER  IDENTITY  CONSULTAN- 
CY SERVICES:  Phone:  +44-1071  244  6090, 
FAX:  0171  244  6090.  Email:  GICS@aol.com. 

INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRAN- 
SIENT AFFINITY:  Box  2, 1 Banks 
Building,  School  Green  Road,  Freshwater, 
Isle  of  Wight,  P040-9AJ.  Human 
rights  / research. 

MERMAIDS:  BM  Mermaids,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Group  for  children  and 
teenagers  with  gender  dysphoria  and  their 
families. 

TV— NORTHERN  CONCORDE:  M60 

1LN,  Manchester  e-mail: 
JennyB@Concord.nwnet.co.uk 

TS— NEW  GROUP  FORMING: 

We  are  forming  a splinter  group  from 
Northern  Concorde  and  will  hold  our  first 
meeting  on  May  1st  2000  upstairs  at  the 
Hollywood  Experience,  BloomStreet, 
Manchester  from  7-00  - ll-00pm  in  the 
upstairs  back  bar.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will 
become  a TS  support  group  for  anyone 
who  is  not  TV,  but  rather  non-op/  pre-op/ 
post-op  TS.  All  new  members  will  be  wel- 
comed. Jol  (LexMacx@aol.com) 

OUSU  TRANSGENDER  GROUP:  Oxford 
University  Student  Union,  Little  Clarendon 
Street,  Oxford.  Phone:  +44-1865-270777. 

ROSE'S  CLUB/repartee:  P.O.  Box  186 
Barnsley,  South  Yorkshire,  S73  oyt, 

England,  Tel/Fax  +44  1226  754252.  E-mail: 


roses@repartee.co.uk.  URL:  http: //www. 
repartee.co.uk.  Support  for  transgendered 
and  partners  + magazine  and  newsletters. 

VANITY  CLUB  UK  FOR  GIRLS  ON  THE 
INTERNET:  Provides  friendship  and  con- 
tact with  others  for  those  wishing  to  get 
out  and  enjoy  being  T.  For  details,  Web: 
http: //www.  geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/ village/7604/ 

IRELAND 

TRANS-GENDER  ARCHIVE:  c/o  Dr 
Richard  Ekins,  University  of  Coleraine, 
County  Londonderry,  Northern  Ireland, 
BT52  ISA  Library  and  archive  reference 
resource  and  research.  +44  1265  44141. 

BELFAST  BUTTERFLY  CLUB:  Northern 
Ireland,  P.O.  Box  210,  Belefast  BT1  1BG  +44 
1585  430408 

SCOTLAND 

CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SGLS,  PO  Box  38 
Glasgow,  G2-2QF.  Phone:  +44-141-221-8372. 
HelpLine:  +44-141-332-3333. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNER'S 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-01389-380389. 

WALES 

SOUTH  WALES  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o 

Martina  Rees,  56a  Kinross  Ct,  Ridgway 
Road,  Llan-Romney,  Cardiff,  VF3-9AE. 

FRANCE 

ASSOC.  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTAL: 
ABC,  BP-3,  F-68350  Didenheim. 

ASSOCIATION  D'AIDE  AUX  TRANS- 
SEXUELS:  AAT,  Maison  des  Associations, 
93  La  Canabiere,  13001  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DEVENIR  FEMME:  Les 

Terrasses  du  Mediterranee,  13006 
Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DU  SYNDROME  DE 
BENJAMIN:  Relais  59-59  avenue 
Daumesnil,  3 r Keller,  75012,  Paris.  01  43  47 
2125. 

CARITIG:  B.P.  17-22,  75810  PARIS  CEDEX 
17,  FRANCE.  Phone  33-1-42-27-42-28.  Fax 
33-1-64-31-05-82.  Web:  http://www.mter- 
social.org/caritig.  Center  for  assistance, 
research  and  information  on  transsexuality 
and  gender  identity. 

SWITZERLAND 

TV-TS— TRANSPERSONA  Postfach 
6788,  Zurich.  Switzerland  CH-8023 
Email:transpersona@hoymail.  com  URL: 
http://www.geocities.com/WestHolly- 
wood/Park/4111.  Open  membership. 
Monthly  meetings.  Membership  fee. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GRUPPE:  Postfach 
92,  CH-9008  St.  Gallen. 

KONTAKFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE: 

Postfach  6788,  CH-8023,  Zurich. 

GERMANY 

IS— AIS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Postfach 
7,  71201  Rottenburg  am  Neckar.  (Fluent 
English,  German.) 

BODY  AND  SOUL:  c/o  KIB1SS  KISS. 
Hanover.  Phone:  +0511/666567  oder 
Stefanie  0511/457347. 


TV/TS— CHELSI  E.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Roesslerstr.  9,  09113  Chemnitz.  Phone:  +49- 
371-50094  (Friday  only).  FAX:  +49-371- 
55867. 

CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box 

710232,  80634  Munchen.  Phone:  +49- 
089/7916643,  6-6:30  pm  (CET).  speak 
German. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FRANKFURT 
AM  MAIN:  Postfach  10  10  46,  63010 
Offenbach.  Tel.  069/8001008. 


TV/TS— GEREDE  E.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Wiener  Strasse  41,  01219,  Dresden.  Phone: 
+49-351/4640220  (Friday  only). 

INFORMATIONS  KONTAKT  UND  VER- 
MITTLUNGSSTELLEFUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  BADEN  WURT- 
TEMBERG  E.V.:  IKV,  c/o  AOK  Karlsruhe, 
Kriegstr.  41,  D-76133,  Karlsruhe. 
Phone/FAX:  +49-721-62-3382. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUR  TRANSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IM  SAARLAND: 

c/o  Dr.  Waltraud  Schiffels,  Schlosssti  6,  D- 
66117,  Saarbruecken.  Phone:  +49-0681- 
583912 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  TUBINGEN: 
DAGMAR  KALTENMARK,  c/o 

Sozialforum,  Tubingen  e.V.,  Paulinenstr.  25, 
D-72072,  Tubingen. Phone:+49-7472- 
6048.Email:  100722.3070@compuserve.com. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Monika  Lusche, 
Muehlstr.  26,  74399  Waldheim.  Phone:  +49- 
7143-33502.  Astrid  Votz,  Forstr.  10,  71111 
Waldenbach.  Phone:  07157/8222.  Email: 
10722.3070@compuserve.com  or 
10157.1116@compuserve.com. 

SONTAGSCLUB  E.V.:  Rhinover  Strasse  8, 
D-10437,  Berlin.  Phone:  +49-30-208-2035 
(Friday  6-8  CET).  Email:  kasimir@inf.fu- 
berlin.de. 

INTERESSENGEMEINSCHAFT  TRANS- 
SEXUELLE  GRUPPE  IN  DER  SEKIS: 

Albrecht-Achilles-Str.  65, 10709  Berlin. 
Phone:  030/8926602. 

TRANSIDENTITAS:  Postfach  10  10  46, 
63010,  Offenbach.  Phone:  +49-69-800-1008. 

TRANSSEXUELLEN-ARBEITSKREIS: 

c/o  HUCH,  Westring  278,  D-24116,  Kiel. 
Phone:  +49-431-17090.  FAX:  431-17099. 

TSH  ESSEN:  c/o  Claudia  Peppen  horst, 
Caesarstr.  34,  D-45130,  Essen.  Phone:  +49- 
201-786899. 

TSH  MUNSTER:  c/o  MIKS,  Herwarthsti 
2,  48143  Muenster.  Phone:  +49-251/511263, 
Claudia  Scholz. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Christian  Susan 
Black,  Nubeblerkamp  13a,  22175  Hamburg. 
Phone:  040-754-4323. 

TW:  PO  Box  1148,  D-65780,  Hattersheim. 

TS— VIVA  TS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE 
MUNCHEN  e.V.:  Obere  Muhlstr.  22,  D- 
81247,  Munchen.  Phone:  089-89-16  19  65  6- 
6:30  pm  CET.  Please  speak  German. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  BIELEFELD:  C/0 

Praxis  fuer  Beratung  und  Psychotherapie, 
Herm  Detlef  Kunert,  Karl-Eilers-Str.  1, 
33602  Bielefeld.  Phone:  0521/63623. 


TS— SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  BONN:  c/o 

SEKIS  Bonn,  Lotharstr.  95,  53115  Bonn. 
Phone:  0228/221754. 

SHG  DUESSELDORF:  c/o  Stefanie 
Sander,  Pleisti.  1,  B-4731  Eynatten/Belgian 
Phone/FAX:  0032/87852833. 

TS— GRUPPE:  c/o  AIDS-Hilfe 
Thueringen,  Postfach  50,  99001  Erfurt. 
Phone:  0361/7312233. 

TS— ANGEHOERIGENGRUPPE  AWO- 
BERATUNGSZENTRUM:  Luetzow-Str.  32, 
450101  Essen.  Phone:  0201/312051, 
0201/312052. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GOETTINGEN,  TS 
IN  PRAXIS  DR.  WIEDEKING:  Buehlsti 
28a,  37037  Goettingen.  Phone:  0551/46755. 

SHG-HEIDELBERG:  Andreas  Kress, 
Postfach  103766,  69029  Heiderlberg. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG  KOBLENZ: 

c/o  Joana,  phone:  0261/45040. 

TRANSEXUELLENGRUPPE  KOELN:  c/o 

Karin,  phone:  02196/1739. 

PRO  FAMILIA  SACHSEN:  c/o  Prof.  Dr.  L. 
Aresin,  04315  Leipzig.  Phone:  0341/61530. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V  SHG:  c/o 

Christoph,  phone:  0391/5614616. 

SHG  MANHEIM:  Andreas  Tremmel, 
Postfach  1242,  67370  Dudenhofen. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.  V.:  WUF-ZEN- 
TRUM,  Niggelweg  2,  97082  Wuerzberg, 
jeden4. 

AUSTRIA 

TRANSX-VEREIN  TRANSGENDER:  PO 

Box  331,  A-1171,  Wien. 

BELGIUM 

FRANJEPOOT:  Postbox  53,  B-2100  Deume 

1. 

GENDERSTICHTING  (BELGIUM  GEN- 
DER FOUNDATION):  Pluimstraat  48,  B- 
8500,  Kortrijk.  Phone:  +32-56-21-9541  (M-F 
9-11:30  am,  1-4:30  pm,  M & W to  8 pm). 

TS— VERVLIET  JESSICA:  Ravalsvarg 
Sdraad  #372100,  Dauma,  Belgium. 

Support. 

DENMARK 

FPE-NE  DENMARK:  Postboks  361,  DK- 
1504  Copenhagen  V.  Email:  FPE- 
NE.DK@dk-online.dk.  Web: 
http:  / /www2.dk.online/users.fpe-ne.dk. 

TRANSVISION:  PO  Box  280,  DK-1502, 
Copenhagen  V. 

TRANSPAL:  c/o  Jen  Christiansen, 
Ostergade  20  E,  DK  9870  Sindal  Phone/fax: 
+011  45  98935253.  Social. 

CD/TS/TG— TRANSVESTIFORENIGEN 
I DANMARK:  TID,  Postbox  9071, 1309 
Kobenhavn  K.  Contacts:  Solveig,  chair- 
woman, +45  44999920,  Fax  +45  44959573. 
Fyn  Mirell,  +45  64801810,  phone  & fax. 
Jylland  Cille,  +45  97742299,  phone  & fax. 
Email:  tid@danbbs.dk.  Web: 
http://www.danbbs.dk/ -tid.  The  club  is 
open  to  other  "Ts"  also  but,  the  mam  focus 
is  on  crossdressing. 
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ITALY 

ALL— ARCITRANS  NAZIONALE:  Via 

Torricelli,  19 — 20136  Milano.  Tel:  +39-2-894- 
01749  (Wednesdays  8-llpm),  e-mail:  arci- 
trans@iol.it.  Contact:  Mirella  Izzo.  T-civil 
rights  group. 

NORWAY 

FPE-NE  NORWAY:  Box  1968,  Vika,  N-0125 
Oslo. 

EUROFANTASIA:  Box  442,  N-4301 
Sandnes.  Phone  & FAX:  +47-51-66-24-22. 
Email:  jennys@transgender.org. 

SWEDEN 

TS— BENJAMIN:  PO  Box  9083,  S 102  71, 
Stockholm.  Phone:  +46-40-611-9923,  Tues. 
7-9  pm  CET. 


FPE-S  SWEDEN:  Box  49029,  S-400  64 
Gothenburg.  Phone:  +46-8-34-1316. 

PHI  PI  EPSILON  SVERIGE:  Box  529,  S- 
101  30  Stockholm.  Phone:  08-604-13-93. 
Web:  www.fpes.org. 

FINLAND 

DREAMWEAR  CLUB:  Box  159,  FIN-80101 
Joensuu.  E-mail:  dreamwear@seta.fi 
Web:  www.sgic.fi/-kjl/dreamwear.html 

TRANS  SUPPORT  CENTER  (mail  and 
office)  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16,  FIN- 
00180  Helsinki  Phone:  +358-9-612  3243 
Fax:  +358-9-612  3266 
Email:  trans.tuki@seta.fi 
Web:  http://www.  sgic.fi/~jase/ttp 
Open  during  the  day  and  most  evenings, 
all  transgendered  welcome.  Open  house 
coffee  evening  every  Thursday  from  7 
pm  until  9 pm. 

SETA:  c/o  Trans  Center,  Box  135,  FIN- 
00251  Helsinki.  Phone:  +358-0-2411-135. 
Email:  ekt@seta.fi. 

TS— TRASEK  RY.  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16 
00180  Helsinki.  Email:  trasek@hotmail.com. 

NETHERLANDS 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (038)  269845 
(Fluent  English,  Dutch.) 

TS— WERKGROEP  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT  GRONINGEN:  EENDRACHT- 
SKADE  NZ  19,  9718  BB  GRONINGEN, 
+31-(50)  527-35-89.  Contact  H.H.  VISSCH- 
ER,  E-MAIL:  francina@worldaccess.nl. 

HOMODOK  LESBISCH  ARCHIEF  AMS- 
TERDAM, Nieuwpoortkade  2a,  1055  rx 
Amsterdam,  Tele:  020-60-60-712,  FAX:  020- 
60-60-713,  E-mail:  info@homodok-laa.nl, 
Web:  www.homodok-laa.nl 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof  Dr. 
L.J.G.  Gooren,  Dept. 
Endocrynology/Andrology,  Free 
University  Hospital,  PO  Box  7057,  1007 
MB,  Amsterdam.  Phne:  +31-020-444-0542 
ext.  199.  FAX:  444-0502. 

FTM — HET  JONGENSUUR:  Binnenkadijk 
178,  1018  ZH  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020- 
6221710. 

TV/TS — LANDELIJKE  KONTAKT- 
GROEP  TRAVESTIE  EN  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT:  LKG  T&T,  Postbus  11575,  1001 
GN  Amsterdam  Phone:  +31  10-453-18-93. 


Email:  Rosalind@xs4all.nl. 

NEDERLANDSE  VERENIGING 
HUMANITAS:  PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB 
Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  MTF, 
FTM  self  help  groups. 

FTM— MANNENGROEP:  c/o  Humarutas, 
PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB  Amsterdam. 

Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  FTM  support 
group. 

MTF/SO— WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode 
Kruislaan  61,  NL — 5628  GB  Eindhoven. 
Phone:  +31-40-241-5475. 

TURKEY 

LAMBDA  ISTANBUL,  PK  103  Goztepe, 
Istanbul.  Fax  90.212.224.3792. 

TV/TS— SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the 
ablove  mailing  instructions  for 
Travesty /Transsexualle,  c/o  Iskendar 
Savasir.  Educational  outreach  for  all 
Islamic  countries. 

PAKISTAN 

KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  c/o  Muhamid 
Aslam  Khusra,  PF-34  Abbotabad  Hockey 
Stadium,  Abbotabad.  Phone:  +92-5921-6158 
(leave  message)  or  5921-2858. 

BANGLADESH 

YOUTH  APPROACH:  3,  Purana  Paltan, 
Dhaka-1000,  Bangladesh.  Phone:  88-02- 
7555321.  Email:  yadc@bangla.net. 

CZECH  REPUBLIC 

CZECH  TRANSFORUM,  prague,  e-mail: 
oskar98@writeme.com  Web:  www.for- 
tunecity.com  / village  /newcompton  / 153 
Supporting  organization  for  Czech  and 
possibly  Slovak  transsexuals,  first  in  the 
Czech  Republic.  Just  starting  to  work. 

POLAND 

THE  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
PROTECTING  AND  HELPING  THE 
TRANSGENDERED  PEOPLE  "DES- 
TINY". Its  headquarters  is  located  at  the 
following  address:  ul.  Kombatantow 
5G/1,  80-464  Gdansk,  Poland.  Phone  num- 
ber: 48  (58)  346-52-54.  "Destiny"  is  a TS 
support  group  with  heterosexual  members, 
too.  The  main  goal  of  the  Association  is  to 
offer  the  help  and  support  to  people  who 
are  stigmatized  with  the  Gender 
Dysphoria. 

RUSSIA 

TV/TS— ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW: 

Margaret  Mankevitch,  c/o  Masha  Oleheva, 
95-1-36  Vernadsky  Ave.,  117526,  Moscow. 
Write  Directly  to  Margaret  Mankevich. 

DO  NOT  PUT  GROUP  NAME  OR  TITLE 
ON  ENVELOPE. 

TV/SO— FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes, 
Jurmala,  15,  PO  Box  17  LATVIA  LV  2015. 

TV/TS/GLBT/CD— CORN-FLOWERS, 

The  Russian  Society  at  the  Volga  River's 
Area:  c/o  Yuri  Kumykov,  PO  Box  10, 
Saratov  RUSSIA.  Social  group. 

AUSTRALIA 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

1349,  Strawberry  Hills,  2012.  Tel:+61-02- 
319-2034. 


THE  GENDER  CENTRE  INC.:  PO  Box 
266,  Petersham,  NSW  2049.  Telephone : +61- 
02-9569-2366.  Email: 
gender@rainbow.net.au.  Support  group, 
counseling,  referrals,  accommodations, 

HIV  information/materials. 

CD — LES  GIRLS:  PO  Box  504,  Bumwood, 
2134. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  NSW:  PO  Box  168, 
Westgate,  NSW  2048.  Telephone:  +61-02- 
9716-9439  (Thurs.  eve.).  Email: 
seahorse@cia.com.au 

SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANS- 
GENDER SUPPORT  PROJECT:  SWOP, 

PO  Box  1453,  Darlinghurst  2010.  Phone: 
+61-02-212-2600;  FAX  : 212-3978. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALI- 
TION: TLC,  PO  Box  208,  Kangs  Cross, 

2011.  Phone:  +61-02-358-5664. 

QUEENSLAND 

IS— MARY  RUSSELL:  PO  Box  3371, 

Logan  Hyperdrome,  Loganholme,  4129. 

AUS.  TRANSGENDERIST  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.  INC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  4005,  Phone:  +61-07-846-3787  (24- 
hour  helpline),  236-2400,  FAX  236-2398. 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  212, 
West  End,  4005,  Phone:  07-846-3787. 

GENDER  CLINIC:  484  Adelaide  Street, 
Brisbane,  4000.  Phone:  +61-07-839-8262. 

AUSTRALIAN  TRANSGENDER  SUP- 
PORT ASSOC.:  PO  Box  212,  New  Farm, 
Brisbane,  QLD  4005.  Phone:  +61  03-846- 
3787.  Fax:  +61  03-254-2680.  Support  group, 
professional  services  and  referrals,  24-hour 
help  line. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  QUEENS- 
LAND: PO  Box  574,  Annerley  Brisbane, 
4103.  Phone:  61-7  38922124. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND 
WORKERS  IN  THE  SEX  INDUSTRY: 
SQWISI,  PO  Box  689,  West  End  4101. 
Phone:  +61-07-844-4565.  FAX:  844-8840. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

CARROUSEL  CLUB  INC:  a non-profit 
group  that  provides  a social  outlet  and 
support  for  crossdressers  and  transsexuals 
of  all  ages  and  nationalities.  PO.  Box  721, 
Marleston  SA  5033,  Australia.  Phone 
Michelle  61  8 8281  6190  or  Carol  61  8 8289 
2409 

TRANSGENDER  INFORMATION 
SERVICE  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA: 

Contact:  Lana  Barlow,  8 Mawson  Rd, 
Meadows,  South  Australia,  5201 

CHAMELEONS  GROUP:  PO  Box  907, 
Kent  Town,  5071.  Phone:  +61-08-362-1611. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT:  Phone:  +61-08-362-3223, 
Gayline;  362-1611,  Jenny. 

VICTORIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA 
INC.:  PO  Box  500,  Williamstown,  Victoria 
3016.  Phone:  61-3-93159172.  Email: 
I5mne@melbpc.0rg.au. 

FTM  TS— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

328,  Northcote,  3070. 


GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC  AT  THE 
MONASH  MEDICAL  CENTRE:  Clayton 
Campus,  246  Clayton  Road,  Clayton  3168. 
Phone:  +61-03-955-1437,  ask  for  Dawn. 

SEAHORSE  CLUB  of  VICTORIA,  INC.: 

GPO  Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  Victoria  3001. 
Phone:  +61  359-711-684.  Support  group. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  AND 
CARE:  TLC,  PO  Box  1674,  South  Preston, 
3071.  Phone:  +61-394-811-506,  ask  for 
Sharon.  Email:  gayle@melbpc.org.au. 

WEST  AUSTRALIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  367, 
Victoria  Park,  6163.  Phone:  +61-01-577- 
1753. 

GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALIA 
(W.A.)  INC.:  PO  Box  58,  Victoria  Park, 
6110.  Phone:  +61-09-362-5447. 

WATS  SUPPORT  UNITY  AND  PRIDE: 
WATSUP,  PO  Box  771,  Doubleview,  6018. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

IS— INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND:  PO  Box  9196,  Wellington. 
Phone:  +6  4 4727386,  FAX:  +6  4 4727387. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
FOUNDATION:  NZGDF,  PO  Box  2827, 
Auckland. 

TOPS:  PO  Box  68-509,  Newton,  Auckland. 
Phone:  64  9 3666  106.  Fax:  (09)  3666  106- 
8462  549.  Support  group  and  trans  friendly 
medical  clinic. 

O.N.T.O.P.  WELLINGTON:  Ongoing 
Network  Transgendered  Outreach 
Project.  PO.  Box  11-412,  Manners  Street, 
Wellington,  NZ  Email:  ontopnz@paci- 
ficwest.com 

Web:  http://welcome.to/ontopnz 
A project  of  the  "New  Zealand 
Prostitutes  Collective",  provides  support 
and  information  to  the  transgender  sex 
industry  workers  community  as  well  as 
referrals  to  other  support  networks. 

JAPAN 

ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido, 
Koto-ku,  Tokyo  136.  Phone:  +81-3-3683- 
6092. 

ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15 
Noritake  Nakamura-Ku,  Nagoya-shi  453. 

FTM  NIPPON:  c/o  Adachi-Ku,  Adachi- 
Nishi-post  office,  Tokyo  123.  Email:  ftm- 
japan@mxm.meshnet.or.jp.  Support  group 
and  professional  services.  Newsletter  is  in 
Japanese  only.  Correspondence  in  English 
is  acceptable. 

ASIAN  TS  CLUB:  c/o  FTM  Nippon, 
Adachi-ku,  Adachi-Nishi  Post  Office, 

Tokyo  123.  Asian  international  TG 

TAIWAN 

FEMININE  BOY'S  CONCERN  ASSOCI- 
ATION: Contact:  Peter  Tehua  Kao,  2F,  #29, 
Lane  97,  Chien-kuo  Road  Hsin-tein,  Taipei, 
Taiwan,  Tel.:  +886-2-29112414.  E-mail: 
peterkao  @ tpts5. seed. net. tw 
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true  nAtu  rt 


Transgender  haven  in  mountain  splendor  near  gender-friendly  Asheville 


Spirit)  fetrtAt)  % CjuDtkouse 

395  Lakey  Gap  Acres,  Black  Mountain,  NC  2871 1 
(828)669-3889  / hoHyfairy@juno.com 
website:  www.TranSpirits.org 
Holly  Boswell  & Zantui  Rose,  Hosts 


GLAMOUR  BOUTIQUE 

West  Side  Plaza  (Center  Unit) 

850  Southbridge  Street  (Rte  20) 

Auburn,  Massachuestts 
508-721-7800 

Wigs,  Lingerie,  Stockings,  Regular  and  Wide  Women's  Shoes,  Corsets,  Etc 
High  Quality  Breast  Forms  at  the  Lowest  Prices  Anywhere 
TRANSFORMATIONS  by  JAMIE  AUSTIN 

Hours:  12-6  (Mortday-Saturday) 

Other  Hours  by  Appointment 
Visit  our  Internet  Site  at  www.glamourboutique.com 
Internet  Office:  508-347-5758 
Fax:  508-347-2427 

Directions:  Exit  10  (Mass  Pike)  to  Rte  I2W  to  20W  (Next  to  Spa  King) 


University  of  Michigan  Health  System 
Comprehensive  Gender  Services  Program 

• Comprehensive  care:  for  individuals  and  families 
• Mental  health  care 
• Speech /Language  thearpy 
• Primary  medical  care  (including  hormones) 

• Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgery  (including  GRS) 

State  of  the  art  health  care  in  a comfortable  and  respectful  atmosphere 

Phone:  734-528-0895 


E-mail:  um-cgsp@umich.edu 


Sanda  S.  Cole,  PhD,  Director 
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Transitions 


OBITUARIES 


LEE  G. 
BREWSTER 

by  Donna  Cartwright 


The  Sunday  evening  of 
Victoria  Day  Weekend,  Lee 
Brewster,  founder  and 
owner  of  Lee's  Mardi  Gras 
Boutique,  passed  away.  I 
can  in  no  way  be  said  to 
have  known  her,  but  I do 
have  a memoir  of  Lee  and 
her  store.  As  a fledgling 
crossdresser,  barely  out  of 
net  stockings  and  wearing 
too  much  makeup,  I learned 
through  Tapestry  magazine 
of  the  existence  of  a trans- 
gender boutique  in  New 
York  City,  my  original 
hometown.  In  those  days  I 
would  be  brought  down  for 
business  meetings  and 
would  generally  stay  with 
the  dear  friend  I called 
Cousin  Barbara.  Back 


around  1985,  I decided  that 
on  my  next  trip  I would 
visit  Lee's  Mardi  Gras 
Boutique. 

If  you've  never  visited 
the  store,  it's  really  hard  to 
imagine  the  location.  It's 
near  the  East  Village,  in  the 
meat  packing  district  of  the 
city,  in,  to  put  it  mildly,  not 
an  upscale  neighborhood. 
When  Barbara  and  I found 
it  we  were  faced  with  a 
black  metal  door  and  a 
voice  phone.  We  buzzed, 
and  after  explaining  out 
business  were  admitted  into 
an  elevator  that,  I swear, 
likely  took  Abraham 
Lincoln  upstairs. 

I was  very  nervous. 
Never  in  my  life  had  I had 
the  freedom  to  shop.  Never 
had  I been  able  to  peruse 
racks  of  clothing,  pull  them 
out,  try  them  on,  discard 
them,  and  move  on  to  the 
next.  I had  never  been  able 
to  stand  in  front  of  a mirror 
and  get  the 

opinion  of  a salesperson.  I 
had  pumps,  a bra,  and  pads 
in  a bag,  and  was  already 
wearing  pantyhose.  I was 
ready  to  shop. 

To  my  delight,  the  store 
was  even  larger  than  I 
expected.  In  my  memory  it 
had  rows  of  racks  with 
dresses,  blouses  and  skirts, 
and  limitless  bins  filled  with 
bras,  panties,  garter  belts 
and  other  goodies.  I intro- 


duced myself  to  the  sales  ' 
clerk  and  he  smiled  at  the 
devouring  look  I gave  his 
stock.  My  friend  sat  herself 
down  on  a stool  and  I 
attacked. 

It  was  nothing  short  of 
wonderful.  I spent  a couple 
of  hundred  dollars,  but 
tried  on  at  least  two  thou- 
sand dollars  worth.  In  the 
middle  of  it  all,  I met  Lee 
herself  and  told  her  how 
much  her  shop  meant  to 
everyone.  The  day  was  a 
dream  come  true. 

Lee  Brewster  played  a 
larger  role  in  all  our  lives 
than  most  of  us  realize.  Her 
activism,  from  Stonewall  to 
Fantasia  Fair  and  on,  has 
paved  the  way  for  many 
who  followed  behind  her. 
Let  us  remember,  let  us  tell 
our  young,  never  to  forget. 

Some  of  our  readers  may  remember 
Lee's  Mardi  Gras  outings,  and 
many  will  have  shopped  in  her 
boutique  and  bookstore  in  New 
York  City.  As  Donna  Cartwright 
points  out  elsewhere  in  this  maga- 
zine, the  premier  issue  of  Lee's 
Drag  magazine  documents  the 
battle  for  transgender  inclusion  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  in 
the  immediate  Post-Stonewall  era. 
Lee  was  fighting  in  the  streets  at  a 
time  when  most  of  us  were  deep  in 
our  closets.  Donna  is  right:  we  owe 
Lee  Brewster.  — Ed. 

J 
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LEE  FRANCES  HELLER 

by  Becky  Alison,  M.D. 

Lee  Frances  Heller,  who  devoted 
the  last  fifteen  years  of  her  life  to 
sharing  God's  love  with  all  her 
transgendered  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, passed  away  in  her  sleep  on 
May  19,  2000  at  her  home  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi.  Lee  Frances 
was  81  years  old. 

Lee  Frances  was  born  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  served  in 
the  Marine  Corps  in  World  War 
II.  After  the  war,  she  worked  at 
one  job  after  another  until  she 
found  the  Good  Shepherd 
Mission  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey. 
Her  first  experience  at  Good 
Shepherd  was  as  a lodger,  but 
after  she  committed  her  life  to 
God,  she  was  asked  to  be  the 
chaplain  of  the  Mission.  In  1965 
she  was  appointed  resident 
director,  a position  she  held  for 
twenty  years. 

After  she  retired  from  the 
Mission  in  1985,  Lee  Frances 
moved  to  Jackson,  Mississippi  to 
be  close  to  family  members.  By 
this  time  she  had  managed  to  rec- 
oncile her  Christian  faith  with 
her  lifelong  realization  that  she 
was  transgendered.  It  became  a 
personal  crusade  for  her  to  share 
this  reconciliation  with  other 
crossdressers  and  transsexual 
persons.  At  her  little  home  in 
north  Jackson,  letters  arrived 
almost  daily  from  persons  who 
had  read  her  announcements  in 
Tapestry  and  other  community 
publications. 

"Is  God  Against  Us?"  was  the 
headline  question  of  her  most 
used  essay;  after  finishing  the 
essay,  the  reader  was  quite  cer- 
tain God  was  not  against  us, 
indeed. 

In  those  days  Lee  answered 
every  letter  with  a handwritten 
note.  She  became  a prolific  writer 
and  soon  began  publishing  a 
quarterly  message  which  she 


sent  to  well  over 
one  hundred  per- 
sons who  contacted 
her  requesting  more 
information  on  their 
spiritual  lives.  Her 
"prayer  list"  grew 
long  as  she  prom- 
ised to  pray  for  all 
those  persons.  Lee 
gave  her  message  a 
name  which  she  felt 
combined  images  of 
Christianity  and 
crossdressing:  the 

now  well  known 
Grace  And  Lace 
Letter.  At  the  Texas 
"T"  Party,  she 
received  a special 
recognition  award 
for  her  contribu- 
tions to  the  spiritual 
growth  of  transgen- 
dered persons. 

To  establish  con- 
tact with  other 
transgendered  peo- 
ple in  Mississippi, 

Lee  organized  the  Beta  Chi 
chapter  of  Tri-Ess.  The  group 
was  never  large,  but  for  years  she 
was  hostess  to  their  meetings  and 
remembered  everyone  who  spent 
time  in  her  home. 

It  was  through  an  advertise- 
ment for  Beta  Chi  that  I came  to 
know  Lee  Frances  Heller.  Of  all 
the  people  whose  lives  she 
touched,  I was  privileged  to  live 
in  closest  proximity  to  her  home. 
I still  remember  that  first  fright- 
ened call  I made  from  a pay 
phone,  hearing  Lee's  cheerful 
voice  and  immediately  feeling  at 
ease.  Soon  I was  visiting,  hearing 
her  testimony,  and  realizing  how 
her  words  met  the  need  I had  felt 
for  spiritual  guidance. 

Those  times,  just  before  and 
at  the  start  of  my  transition,  were 
the  most  difficult  of  my  life,  and 
Lee  Frances  provided  stability 
which  kept  me  centered.  Without 
her  prayers  and  personal  encour- 
agement I would  not  have  suc- 


ceeded in  my  new  life  as  I did. 

I moved  away  from  Jackson 
in  1993,  and  for  several  years  my 
contact  with  Lee  was  over  the 
telephone.  In  the  meantime  Lee 
Frances  continued  to  publish 
G&L,  as  she  abbreviated  it.  The 
publication  became  larger  as 
more  writers,  including  myself, 
began  to  contribute  regularly. 
Finally,  in  1998,  Lee  decided  G&L 
had  become  too  large  for  her  and 
she  turned  over  publication  to 
Jane  and  Mary  Fairfax.  But  as  all 
her  friends  knew,  Lee  would 
never  stop  writing.  Almost 
immediately  she  announced  the 
Christian  Love  Letter,  ostensibly  a 
smaller  publication,  but  one 
which  also  grew  rapidly. 

With  the  help  of  other  friends 
such  as  Julie  and  Kori,  Lee  reluc- 
tantly let  herself  be  pushed  into 
the  computer  age.  She  loved  her 
new  blue  iMac!  We  all  looked  for- 
ward to  her  frequent  e-mail 
updates.  Articles  from  Grace  and 
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Lace  and  The  Love  Letter  appeared 
in  multiple  sites  on  the  World 
Wide  Web.  Lee  was  never 
willing  to  accept  praise  for  her 
efforts,  giving  all  the  credit  to  the 
Lord. 

I returned  for  a visit  in  1999 
to  find  Lee's  health  had  deterio- 
rated. She  had  been  hospitalized 
with  breathing  problems.  She 
seemed  to  recover  well,  however, 
and  we  had  a wonderful  visit.  I 
was  encouraged  that  she  might 
continue  to  improve. 
Unfortunately,  more  hospitaliza- 
tions followed,  and  she  came  to 
need  home  oxygen  at  times. 
Despite  all  that,  her  spirits  were 
cheerful  as  ever. 

I arrived  at  Lee's  home  early 
on  the  morning  of  May  18,  and 
she  was  feeling  well  enough  to 
visit  and  to  brew  a pot  of  coffee. 
We  talked  of  the  new  issue  of 
Love  Letter  she  planned  to  begin 
compiling  in  June.  She  remained 
vigorously  independent,  telling 
me  she  intended  to  remain  at 


home  rather  than  go  to  an  assist- 
ed living  environment. 

Finally  it  was  time  for  me  to 
go,  and  as  always  we  held  hands 
and  prayed  together.  As  my 
roommate  Margaux  says,  "I've 
never  heard  anyone  pray  like  Lee 
Frances.  She  talks  like  she  has  a 
direct  line  to  God."  And  so  she 
did.  We  agreed  to  go  to  church 
and  to  lunch  on  Sunday  the  21st. 
As  I drove  away,  she  stood  on  her 
front  steps,  smiling  and  waving 
as  she  had  done  hundreds  of 
times  before. 

On  May  19  I was  away  from 
my  inn  all  day,  and  it  was  after 
dark  when  I returned.  The  desk 
clerk  stopped  me  as  I walked  to 
my  room:  there  was  a message  to 
call  Marge.  My  heart  sank:  Marge 
was  Lee  Frances's  next  door 
neighbor. 

I didn't  want  to  believe  it  as  I 
heard  Marge  say,  "Lee  passed 
away  quietly  in  her  sleep  this 
afternoon.  She  was  in  the  same 
position  as  when  I checked 


on  her  earlier,  but  she  wasn't 
breathing." 

Lee  Frances  willed  her  body 

to  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center,  so  there  was  no 
burial.  A memorial  service  was 
held  at  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal 
Church. 

Lee  Frances  Fleller  is  sur- 
vived by  a sister,  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  14  grandchildren,  and 
13  great-grandchildren.  She 
leaves  hundreds  of  sisters  and 
brothers  who  found  comfort  and 
faith  in  her  publications;  some  of 
them  literally  found  the  strength 
to  go  on  living  because  of  the 
letters  she  wrote.  And  she  leaves 
a great  emptiness  in  my  heart.  I 
know  she  is  at  peace  and  enjoy- 
ing her  new  existence  with  the 
God  she  loves  so  much.  But  we 
who  love  her  here  will  miss  her 
so. 

I love  you,  "Mom." 


^^LEIMdtANCE^ovecDelliu^onTei^xperiena^eingconfimTe^ 
my  visit.  As  she  described  in  her  last  e-mail  message  to  all  of  us  on  her  list,  she  had  fallen  while  getting  out  of  the  car 
to  go  into  the  church:  "Never  have  I laid  in  a street  gutter.  So  I have  now.  From  the  gutter  the  Church  looked  beauti- 
ful, with  the  morning  sun  shining  on  it,  highlighting  a huge  colorful  banner  of  Christ  which  was  hung  on  what  would 
be  the  steeple.  I never  knew  the  banner  was  there.  I had  never  seen  it,  as  I don't  look  up  when  I'm  in  the  car.  Anyhow, 
I immediately  saw  the  spiritual  application  and  my  own  testimony  personified.  In  the  gutter  I saw  my  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.  From  the  gutter  to  Christ.  St.  Andrew's  can  now  say  they  picked  up  a poor  old  soul  out  of  the  gutter,  brushed 
her  off,  took  her  in  the  Church  where  the  Bishop  of  Mississippi  confirmed  her,  and  a new  Lee  Frances  was  bom!" 


Back  copies  of  The  Christian  Love  Letter  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  by  contacting 
Julie  Jolmson  at  julie@fivzvv.net  or  call  (630)  293-0431  for  more  information. 


A NEW  IDEA  IN  BREAST  FORMS 

$79.95  per  pair 

I wouldn't  say  that  my  "plastic  worm  material"  breast  forms  are  better  than  the  expensive 
ones,  but  I have  3,000+  satisfied  customers.  Ask  around  about  them.  They  don’t  "glue  on", 
the  nipple  isn't  colored,  but  they  have  the  right  weight,  bounce  and  feel 

IF,  AFTER  10  DAYS,  YOU  AREN’T 
SATISFIED,  RETURN  THEM  FOR 
A FULL  REFUND. 

Sizes  8-16 $79.95 

Sizes  18-20 $99.95 

Sizes  24-28 $119.95 


30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

A 

8 

10 

10 

12 

12 

14 

B 

10 

10 

12 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

C 

12 

12 

14 

14 

16 

18 

20 

24 

D 

14 

14 

16 

16 

18 

20 

24 

28 

ED  HALL  BOX  501  WILLI AMSTOWN,  MA  01267 

www.virtual-showcase.com/llc/breast/form 
Send  check  or  money  order.  Outside  U.S.  add  shipping 
New  York  residents  add  8%  sales  tax 


Christine  Becker  L.I.C.S.W. 

Board  Certified  Diplomate  with 
N.A.S.W.  and  A.B.E.C.S.W. 

Individual  - Couple  - Family 
Evaluation  and  Counseling  for  the 
Transgender  Community 

341  Marret  Road  (Rt.  2A) 
Lexington,  MA  02420 

781-862-61  70 
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100%  Silicone  Breastforms! 

I The  ultimate  in 
I realistic  breastwear. 
our  silicone  forms  are 
H made  of  the  highest 
I quailty  silicone  for  the 

best  feel  and  the  nipple 

is  specially  made  to  be  realistic  and  more 
projected  plus  the  finish  is  a matte  finish  so  they 
look  more  realistic  when  attached.  Sizes:  B,  C, 
D,  DD.  make  sure  you  specify  your  chest  size 
when  ordering.  Price  for  pair  $279.95.  Price 
with  adhesive  and  remover  $294.95 


Style:  # 318 

For  the  sexy  star  in  you! 
6 inch  platform  heel 
with  chunky  heel  for 
ease  in  walking.  Makes 
quite  a statement, 
leatherette. 

Sizes:  9-14 
r Low  Price  $49.95 


New  Fashions  for  the  Sophisticated  Crossdresser  Presented  By: 

~sd^ordal>fe  ^dcintci$ie$  +3^MusionS 


TOP 

Style  VL01 

Luxurious  Stretch 
velvet  top.  Fits  tight 
and  hugs  your  curves. 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 

34  - 46  only 
Colors:  Black, 
Burgundy 

Sale  Price:  $ 35.95 

SKIRT 

Style  VL02 

Matching  Stretch 

velvet  skirt.  18  inch 

length  with  sexy  side 

slit.  Full  elastic  waist 

Color:  Black, 

Burgundy 

26  - 46  only 

Sale  price:  $ 33.95 


A TOP 

N Style  BLS03 
Classic  Styling, 
peplum  style  blouse. 
Soft  poly.  Elastic  Waist 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 
34-50  only 
Colors:  Black  or  Wine 
Sale  Price:  $ 39.95 
SKIRT 
Style  SK03 
Matching  skirt.  19 
inch  length  with  slit  in 
the  back.  Full  elastic 
waist 

Color:  Black  or  Wine 
26-46  only 
Sale  price:  $ 29.95 


TOP  K 
Style  TP01  V 

Sensual  Sophistica- 
tion! Try  out  our 
classic  high  neck 
satin  blouse  in  new 
colors  now. 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 

34  - 46  only 
Colors:  Black . White, 
Burgundy,  or  Purple! 
Sale  Price:  $ 39.95 
SKIRT 
Style  KK02 

Stunning  zipper  skirt. 
Smooth  lycra  with  a 
zipper  in  the  front. 
Color:  Black 
26  - 42  only 
Sale  price:  $ 34.95 


This  Fall  is  an  exciting  time  for  us  here  at  AFI.  We  are  presenting  our  third  season  of  new  clothing 
especially  made  for  the  crossdresser  community.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles  and  colors  and 
hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments  made  with  wider  shoulders,  lowered  waistlines, 
longer  sleeves  and  narrower  hips.  We  strive  for  the  best  overall  fit  for  our  customers  and  feedback  has 
been  very  positive  with  all  of  our  pieces.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best  selling  items,  Please 
call  1-800-222-1427  to  receive  a free  color  brochure  or  if  you  want  the  full  catalog,  then  send  $3.00  to 
the  address  listed  below  and  we  will  be  sure  to  get  a catalog  right  out  to  you. 


Style:  BraOpen 

Enticing,  smooth  satin 
open  breast  bra.  If  you 
have  a little  breast  tissue 
or  a lot,  try  our  new 
open  breast  bra.  Creates 
the  feminine  illusion 
immediately. 

Sizes  36-44 
Low  Price  $34.95 


TOP 
Style  TP01 

Assert  Yourself!  Dense 
lace  top.  a best  seller  - 
fits  great  and  works 
great  with  skirts  and 
under  suits 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 
34  - 46  only 
Colors:  Black  or  White 
Sale  Price:  $ 34.50 
SKIRT 
Style  LW 17 
Sensual  redesigned  PVC 
mini  skirt.  Now  in  1 7 inch 
length.  Fits  like  a glove! 

Color:  Black 
26-44  only 
Sale  price:  $ 36.95 


Order  Here  or  at  our  Website:  If  paying  by  Mail  use  Postal  Money  Order 

WWW.CROSSDRESS.NET.  We  will  need  your  for  Fastest  Delivery.  Make  Checks/ Money  Orders 
chest  measurement  without  padding  payable  to  BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS.  CALL  1-800-222-1427 

Style  # Color  Size  Price  for  a free  color  brochure 


Shipping  costs:  Shippinq 

$35  -5100  add  $7.00.  y 

$100  - $300  add  $10.00.  Total 

Over  #300  add  $13.00  TPfl20 

Visa/MC/Disc  # 
Exp  Date  

Name  

Address 


City  State Zip 

Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 
215-782-9025  Fax:215-782-9180  E-mail:  bvp@p3.net 


RSI  liasons  at  Four  Seasons  Hotel,  Tokyo  Masae  Torai,  trans  liason  in  Japan 


“ I shall  be  telling  this  with  a sigh 
Somewhere  ages  and  ages  hence: 
Two  roads  diverged  in  a wood,  and  I — 
I took  to  the  one  less  traveled  by, 
And  that  has  made  all  the  difference.” 

— Robert  Frost 


Institute 


Answering  the  call  in  the  21st  Century  to  cause  change  for  Trans  Persons  world-wide 


22  West  Ontario  Street  is  located  in  the  heart  of  Chicago’s  culture  and  commerce. 


• These  other  pictures  were  taken  by  Rikki  Kay  Swin  during  a recent  trip  to  Japan 
• James  Green  appeared  on  Fuji  National  Television. 

• These  are  part  of  RSI's  ongoing  efforts  to  promote  trans  person  visibilty  and  acceptance. 


# RSI  is  a fully-funded  501(c)(3)  Foundation 

# RSI  is  dedicated  to  improving  trans  person  understanding  and  acceptance  in  mainstream  society 

# RSI  is  partnering  Research  with  Corporate  America  to  benefit  society  and  the  Trans  Community 

# RSI  is  providing  important  resources  for  professional  caregivers  in  the  Trans  Community 

# RSI  is  maintaining  one  of  the  world’s  largest  Trans  Community  Libraries  & Archives 

# RSI  is  sponsoring  Professional  Caregivers  at  International  Conferences  including  IFGE,  Chicago,  March  2001 

Visit  with  us. 

RSInstitute@aol.com  www.RSInstitute.org 


Phone  312.670.7946 


22  West  Ontario  Street  • Chicago  IL  • 60611 

GRAND  OPENING  MARCH  2001 


FAX:  312.670.9051 


